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WHY CHOOSE WALKING?
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Walking is good for our minds, our bodies and our city region. It
connects us to ourselves and to others, to education, to economic
and social life. Everyone in Greater Manchester should be able to
choose an active, healthy and stress-free life without a car.
During the COVID-19 lockdowns, millions of people rediscovered
the simple act of walking – the oldest, cheapest and greenest
transport there is. They walked for exercise and to maintain
their physical and mental health, they rediscovered their local
high streets and walked around parks, canals, commons and
rivers. But people still struggle with narrow, cluttered, uneven
pavements; crossings that prioritise cars rather than people; and
growing numbers of speeding vehicles.
Our members and the people we work with have told us they want
Mayoral candidates to reduce pedestrian deaths and injuries,
tackle air pollution and carbon emissions, get more families
walking to school and improve our pavements so everyone can
use them safely.
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WE ARE CALLING ON MAYORAL
CANDIDATES TO PLEDGE TO:
End pedestrian deaths and injuries on roads
Tackle air pollution and climate change
Make school streets safe
Make walking easier and
cut clutter on pavements
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The pandemic has highlighted social and health
inequalities and made them worse. People from black,
Asian and minority ethnic groups and people on low
incomes – already at greater risk from air pollution – have
been hardest hit by COVID. The loneliness of older adults
and disabled people has worsened.
Greater Manchester is in the midst of climate, air
pollution, public health and road safety crises:
• Pedestrians account for more than a third (38%) of
fatalities on built-up roads in Greater Manchester
and 35% of serious injuries1. In 2019, more than 222
pedestrians were killed or seriously injured on the
region’s roads2.
• A higher prevalence of the population in Greater
Manchester suffers from long-term health conditions,
and life expectancy is considerably shorter than the UK
average3.

1 In 2019 there were 55 people killed on built-up roads in Greater Manchester. Of these 21 were pedestrians; similarly there
were 577 people seriously injured on built up roads in the region, of these 201 were pedestrians. Data extracted using the
custom download tool Road traffic statistics - About (dft.gov.uk)
2 Including pedestrians killed or seriously injured on motorways and non-built-up roads.
3 The Greater Manchester Health Plan 2017-2021
4 Public Health England: Air Quality in Greater Manchester – from a Public Health Perspective (September 2018)
5 2015 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR) for Greater Manchester, published 11th July 2016 and the 2018 Air Quality
Annual Status Report (ASR), published June 2019
6 Burnham, A; Greater Manchester Combined Authority & Transport for Greater Manchester (2020) Ibid
7 https://tfgm.com/made-to-move/publications

• Annual concentrations of nitrogen dioxide have
exceeded legal limits every year since 2011, with air
pollution contributing to the equivalent of 1,200 early
deaths a year45.
• Congestion costs businesses in Greater Manchester
£1.3 billion annually6.
It doesn’t have to be like this. We can redesign our
city region around people, not cars. The Made to Move
vision7 is already in place. Through the Bee Network and
Active Travel Fund, change has begun. Now is the time
to keep up momentum. We will only meet our net zero
carbon goals, and improve air quality and road safety by
getting more people walking instead of driving.
Greater Manchester can show leadership by delivering
on this manifesto and reappointing its Cycling and
Walking Commissioner.
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WE ARE CALLING ON ALL MAYORAL CANDIDATES TO PLEDGE TO:
END PEDESTRIAN DEATHS AND
INJURIES ON THE ROAD

TACKLE AIR POLLUTION AND
CLIMATE CHANGE

One person killed on Greater Manchester’s roads is one too many.
Vision Zero targets should be adopted and supported through a default
20mph speed limit in built-up areas and safer crossings. There should be
continued roll out of the Active Neighbourhood scheme across the region.
Mayoral candidates must commit to:

We need a city region where people can move and can breathe.
And we need to get to net zero carbon emissions by 2050.

Cut pedestrian deaths by working with local authorities to
introduce a default 20mph speed limit in built-up areas, backed up
by a programme of enforcement.

Mayoral candidates must commit to:

Improve signalised crossings and junctions and roll out a
complementary programme of informal crossing points on side roads.
More than three quarters (76%) of pedestrian fatalities on built-up
roads in Greater Manchester occur at junctions10. The next Mayor
should audit Greater Manchester’s crossings to address safety issues.
Everyone should be able to cross the road in a single stage, with
minimal waiting time and enough time to cross.
Create a new Child-Friendly Streets Fund to cut rat-running. Traffic
will fall, more children will play out, air pollution will be lower, and walking
and cycling will become the natural choice for everyday journeys.
Continue to invest in Active Travel Neighbourhoods schemes,
ensuring that the temporary street changes introduced during the
pandemic are reviewed and made permanent where success has
been seen.

In Greater Manchester, air pollution contributes to at least 1,200 deaths
each year11. We need to enable people to choose walking for their
short, everyday journeys if we are to address the climate emergency.
Set ambitious targets to reduce car, van and taxi journeys by
10% by 2030.
Improve access to public transport and ensure the cost of driving
reflects its true cost.
Introduce low emission zones, increase controlled parking zones
and prepare for next generation road charging, including introduction
of a workplace parking levy across the city centre of Manchester.
Expand removal and reallocation of parking spaces for other
uses, such as parklets, cycle hangars and other community assets.
Ensure behaviour change by educating drivers about the health
problems caused by idling cars, buses and council vehicles. Local
authorities have the power to issue fines if a stationary vehicle
leaves its engine running12 yet idling is still a problem, particularly
around schools and near bus stops.
Create more green corridors, and increase biodiversity, with pocket
parks and linear parks along routes where people can walk and cycle.
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WE ARE CALLING ON ALL MAYORAL CANDIDATES TO PLEDGE TO:
MAKE SCHOOL STREETS SAFE
The way we travel to school needs a shift away from
private cars to more walking and cycling, helping to
support increased physical activity and better health.
Mayoral candidates must commit to:
Create a walk to school fund to invest in behaviour
change and accreditation schemes, targeting areas
where walk to school rates are lower.
Work with local authorities to create at least one School
Street in every ward.
Work with local authorities to improve routes to
school through default 20mph speed limits, better
crossings and more greenspace.

9 Reported road casualties for Great Britain, custom download Road traffic statistics - About (dft.gov.
uk) for Greater Manchester local authorities: Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford,
Stockport, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan.
10 16 pedestrians were killed at or near a junction on built-up roads in Greater Manchester of a total 21
pedestrian killed. Data extracted using the custom download tool Road traffic statistics - About (dft.
gov.uk)
11 https://cleanairgm.com/air-pollution#your-health
12 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2003/300/made
13 Campbell, L. (28 January 2020) ‘Manchester cycle network plan could be national blueprint, says
Burnham’, The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jan/28/manchester-cyclenetwork-plan-could-be-national-blueprint-says-burnham Accessed on 11/02/2020
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WE ARE CALLING ON ALL MAYORAL CANDIDATES TO PLEDGE TO:
CUT THE CLUTTER AND MAKE
WALKING EASIER FOR EVERYONE
More people will walk when streets are safer, accessible and
welcoming to everyone. Investing in the creation of safe, clutterfree and easy to use walking routes will ensure people of all
ages and abilities are able to walk their everyday journeys.
Mayoral candidates must commit to:
Invest in new public green spaces for recreation to improve
quality of life and climate resilience.
Cut pavement clutter to increase space for walking. Our
pavements are littered with A-Boards, electric vehicle charging
points, badly placed signage and refuse sacks. The Mayor
should wage war on clutter, increase space for walking and
make walking safe for disabled people, older residents and
families with buggies.
Ban pavement parking across the region. The Government
is considering changes to national legislation to manage
pavement parking. The Mayor can take action now using traffic
regulation orders.

Invest further in the Bee Network to create safe and easy to
use walking routes. The Bee Network ambition of 1,800 miles
protected network for walking and cycling should be developed
and rolled out, including a comprehensive programme of
wayfinding. This could increase journeys on foot or by bike by
2.5m a day, cut some journey times by 50% and save the NHS
£6.73bn by improving people’s health13.
Invest in public transport to ensure a fully integrated ‘One
Network’, including development of a franchised bus scheme
with good active travel routes to all transport hubs. Networks
should invite visitors, residents and workers to walk between
transport interchanges and attractions, taking the pressure off
public transport and reducing reliance on taxis. Transport for
Greater Manchester should work with local authorities to ensure
investment in strategic walking routes.
Develop car-free areas. Many cities and towns (Oslo,
Barcelona, Brighton and York) are making large areas car-free,
especially where there are large numbers of people on foot.
Space reallocation that prioritises walking and cycling has sped
up through the pandemic. The Mayor should support local
authorities that develop car-free zones in Greater Manchester
and prioritise investment in public spaces for recreation.
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