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Walking in London Borough of Barnet – Time to Reverse 60+ Years of Loss of 
Walking Routes in the London Borough of Barnet. 

 
South Herts Living Streets Manifesto for Walking in London Borough of Barnet 

South Herts Living Streets Group is dedicated to improving walking routes in South 
Hertfordshire and parts of the London Borough of Barnet that were previously in 
Hertfordshire. In the London Borough of Barnet, we focus on generally East-West 
walking routes within the Borough and also on walking routes between the London 
Borough of Barnet and neighbouring Boroughs including Harrow, Hertsmere and 
Enfield. These include walking routes from Apex Corner at Mill Hill and High Barnet 
Station towards Borehamwood, South Mimms, Potters Bar, Hadley Wood and 
Cockfosters. 

Our comprehensive survey of walking in South Herts extends from Mill Hill in the 
London Borough of Barnet North along the A1/A1(M) corridor to South Mimms, Hatfield 
and Welwyn Garden City. It shows that both South Hertfordshire and parts of the 
London Borough of Barnet have suffered a loss of important walking routes due to 
motorway and trunk roads building in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 

In the London Borough of Barnet, some walking routes that go across trunk roads have 
been lost due to A1 Mill Hill to Stirling Corner and Stirling Corner to Rowley Lane 
change to dual carriageway (1960s onwards). 

Consequently: 

 Two walking routes that used to cross the A1 before it became dual carriageway 
with a central barrier have been severed. 

 Scratchwood and Moat Mount Country Parks have been separated and left with 
poor access on foot or by bus. 

 Some footpaths leading to a severed A1 crossing at Borehamwood have become 
impassable due to a lack of maintenance and/or a lack of enforcement against 
obstructions such as unauthorised fences. 
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Comments on the LBB Long Term Transport Strategy for Barnet 2020 – 2041 
Consultation Document  

We support the proposals in the Long Term Transport Strategy for Barnet 2020 – 2041 
Consultation Document to improve walking in the Borough of Barnet but we note that it 
does not appear to address the following issues: 

 Countryside footpaths. The London Borough of Barnet has a number of 
countryside footpaths outside built-up areas but some are currently impassable 
due to lack of maintenance and/or obstructions whereas others are impassable 
after wet weather due to poor surface, poor drainage or excessive mud. 

 Links to neighbouring Boroughs. There is a need for signposted walking routes 
into and out of the London Borough of Barnet to/from Hertsmere, which has 
areas of open countryside adjoining the London Borough of Barnet and also 
to/from neighbouring London Boroughs of Harrow and Enfield.  

 The need for more signposted through walking routes within the Borough of 
Barnet to supplement the Dollis Valley Greenwalk. 

 Severance of East-West walking routes by the A1 dual carriageway from 
Scratchwood to Moat Mount and from Ripon Way at Borehamwood to Barnet 
Footpath 4. 

Our Four Point Plan for walking in the London Borough of Barnet is as follows: 

1. Restore walking routes where a legal right of way exists but is currently 
impassable. This involves clearing the backlog of footpath maintenance that 
dates back up to 50 years in some cases. It also requires effective action to 
tackle footpath obstructions and right of way disputes. 

2. Improve the surface of footpaths where excessive mud prevents all-season use 
and provide hard surfaces suitable for disabled users where possible. 

3. Create new and safe road crossing points or bridges to restore walking routes 
that have been cut by building the A1 trunk road. The London Borough of Barnet 
should work with the Department for Transport to restore East-West walking 
routes that were severed by the A1 dual carriageway, from Scratchwood to Moat 
Mount and from Ripon Way at Borehamwood via Barnet Footpath 04 to Rowley 
Lane. 

4. Improve co-ordination of cross-border walking routes between London Borough 
of Barnet and neighbouring boroughs. 
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Recent events had shown the importance of maintaining and improving walking routes, 
particularly where existing routes are currently impassable. The Government's latest 
commitments on climate change must be taken into account. Carbon emissions should 
be reduced by promoting Active Travel, walking to and from work, walking where no 
public transport service is available and walking or running for exercise and leisure. 
Walking routes have become even more important following The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020 (UK Statutory Instrument 2020 
No. 350) (as amended), due to consequent restrictions on using public transport and 
requirements for "social distancing". 

We note the announcement from the Transport Secretary Grant Shapps on 9th May 
2020 of a £2 billion package to create new era for cycling and walking. Alternative ways 
to travel, such as walking and cycling, could relieve the pressure on public transport. 
Measures include fast-tracking statutory guidance requiring councils in England to cater 
for more pedestrians and cyclists. We fully support this proposal and we consider that 
maintenance of footways and other walking routes should be given the highest priority 
in future, instead of a low priority in the past.  

Report Overview 

This report is divided into five areas: 

Area 1 - Dollis Valley Greenwalk 

Area 2 - A1 corridor Mill Hill to Rowley Lane 

Area 3 - A411 corridor High Barnet to Arkley and Borehamwood 

Area 4 - London Loop Section 15, Stanmore to Elstree 

Area 5 - Walking routes through the London Borough of Barnet 

1. Dollis Valley Greenwalk 

Figure 1 below shows a map of part of the Dollis Valley Greenwalk including the 
Woodside Park to High Barnet section. 
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Figure 1 Map of Dollis Valley Greenwalk Woodside Park to High Barnet section.  

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

1.1. Woodside Park - Darlands - Totteridge link path 

It is proposed that a signposted walking route should be created from Southover at 
Woodside Park via Darlands Lake, Barnet Footpaths 25 and 19 to rejoin the Dollis 
Valley Greenwalk and London Loop near Leeside. This would make a pleasant 
alternative to the Dollis Valley Greenwalk and it is also slightly more direct although 
more hilly. All paths already exist and the proposed route goes through Darlands Lake 
Nature Reserve, which is owned by the London Borough of Barnet. 

The section parallel to Folly Brook shown in red above can be very muddy in wet 
weather but the part between Southover and Michelham Down (shown in orange 
above) has already been resurfaced with gravel. It is recommended that this resurfacing 
should be extended past Darlands Lake to Barnet Footpath 25. Barnet Footpaths 25 
and 19 have a reasonable surface. 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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1.2. Dollis Valley Greenwalk - Safety at Brook Farm Open Space 

The Dollis Valley Greenwalk at Brook Farm Open Space, between Totteridge Lane and 
Western Way has separate footpaths and cycle paths for most of its length. The cycle 
path was originally marked with white painted cycle symbols but these have long since 
worn off. Photos 2 and 3 below show that signage at Totteridge Lane is not clear. A 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk sign with a blue cycle symbol points to Barnet and it points 
along the cycle path which is not designated as a shared pedestrian and cycle path. 
The separate footpath is not signposted and consequently, many pedestrians walk on 
the cycle path instead of the footpath. This is known to have resulted in at least two 
collisions including one where a cyclist was injured. With higher cycling speeds due to 
electrically assisted pedal cycles, it now more important to improve pedestrian and 
cyclist safety by means of clear signage. 

   

Photos 2 and 3 Dollis Valley Greenwalk signs at Totteridge Lane. 

2. A1 Corridor Mill Hill to Rowley Lane 

Figure 2 below shows a map of the A1 Corridor from Mill Hill to Rowley Lane, including 
part of the Dollis Valley Greenwalk and London Loop Section 16. 
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Figure 4 Map of A1 Corridor from Mill Hill to Rowley Lane 

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

2.1. Dollis Valley Greenwalk/London Loop Hendon Wood Lane to Moat 
Mount 

A short section of the Dollis Valley Greenwalk/London Loop West of Hendon Wood 
Lane can be very muddy after rain any time of the year. As it is narrow and between 
two fences, it is not possible to avoid the mud. It is understood that this short link path is 
a permissive path not a public right of way but it would be useful if the London Borough 
of Barnet could arrange for it to be resurfaced, with the landowner's approval. 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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Photos 5, 6 and 7 Dollis Valley Greenwalk signs and path at Hendon Wood Lane. 

2.2. Severance of Scratchwood from Moat Mount. 

The Barnet By-pass, which is now the A1 was built as a single carriageway road in the 
late 1920s. Although it separated Scratchwood from Moat Mount, it was possible for 
pedestrians to cross the single carriageway Barnet By-pass safely. The A1 was 
subsequently upgraded to dual carriageway and then a central barrier was erected with 
no gap to allow pedestrians to cross. This made it impossible for pedestrians to cross 
the A1 between Scratchwood from Moat Mount. This severance is a major obstacle to 
East-West walking and also to access to Scratchwood from Moat Mount. 

 The London Loop takes an unreasonably long "hairpin bend" detour South to a 
subway under the A1 (see photos below) 

 Bus passengers can only arrive at Moat Mount on a Southbound bus but if they 
want to leave they have a long walk to catch a Northbound bus. Similarly, bus 
passengers can only arrive at Scratchwood on a Northbound bus but if they want 
to leave they have a long walk to catch a Southbound bus. 

 The car park at Moat Mount is closed and the car park at Scratchwood cannot be 
used by visitors to Moat Mount due to severance by the A1. 

It is proposed that the Department for Transport should reverse the severance of Moat 
Mount from Scratchwood by providing a safe and direct means of crossing the A1. 
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Photo 8 A1 severing Moat Mount from Scratchwood. Photo 9 London Loop sign at Scratchwood. 

2.3. Severance of Barnet Footpath 04 from Ripon Way 

The Barnet Bypass, which is now the A1 was built as a single carriageway road in the 
late 1920s. Although it separated Barnet Footpath 04 from the road that became Ripon 
Way, it was possible for pedestrians to cross the single carriageway road safely. The 
A1 was subsequently upgraded to dual carriageway and then a central barrier was 
erected with no gap to allow pedestrians to cross. This severance resulted in reduced 
usage of Barnet Footpath 04, which is currently impassable. 

The Hertfordshire County Council South Central Hertfordshire Growth and Transport 
Plan Stage 3 Interventions Paper 2020, proposes SM130 Stirling Corner Junction 
Improvements for pedestrians and cyclists. It is proposed that London Borough of 
Barnet should work with Hertfordshire County Council and the Department for Transport 
to link up with the HCC SM130 proposal and to reverse the severance of Barnet 
Footpath 04 from Ripon Way by providing a safe and direct means of crossing the A1 at 
this point. 

2.4. A1 footways 

It is proposed that the footway on the West side of the A1 from Apex Corner northwards 
should be signposted as a through route following the footway of the original Barnet 
Bypass from Mill Hill to Borehamwood, South Mimms, North Mymms, Hatfield and 
Welwyn Garden City. A working title of Barnet Greenwalk 1 West is proposed for the 
section in London Borough of Barnet. This is shown as BG 1W on the map above. 
North of the A411, the west side of the A1 is in Hertsmere and BG 1W would change to 
Hertfordshire Greenwalk 1 West, HG 1W. 

It is also proposed that the footway on the East side of the A1 from Apex Corner 
northwards should be signposted as a through route from Mill Hill to Stirling Corner, 
Rowley Lane, Arkley Lane and South Mimms. A working title of Barnet Greenwalk 1 
East is proposed for the section in the London Borough of Barnet. This is shown as BG 
1E on the map above. 
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The BG 1E from Apex Corner Mill Hill to the A411 roundabout at Stirling Corner follows 
an existing tarmac footway. From Stirling Corner to the Rowley Lane junction, the East 
side of the A1 is in the London Borough of Barnet and the BG 1E is on the grass verge. 
This allows access to Barnet Footpath 04 (see below). 

3. A411 corridor High Barnet to Arkley and Borehamwood 

In addition to restoring the severance of Barnet Footpath 04 from Ripon Way mentioned 
above, it is proposed that a signposted East-West through walking route should be 
established north of the A411. A working title of Hertfordshire Greenwalk 411 (HG 411) 
and Barnet Greenwalk 411 (BG 411) is proposed. The Western section of this route is 
shown above. From the A1 and BG 1E, it continues East along Barnet Footpath 04 to 
Rowley Green Road. 

Barnet Footpath 04 is currently boarded up and a 500 metre long section is overgrown 
with impenetrable undergrowth. 

   

Photo 10 Barnet Footpaths 04 & 05 boarded up. Photo 11 Barnet Footpath 04 overgrown. 

Barnet Footpath 05, also leading to Rowley Land is also boarded up at the same point 
as Footpath 04. It is also overgrown and it has a broken footbridge near Rowley Lane. 

 

Photo 12 Broken footbridge on Barnet Footpath 05. 
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The central section is shown in Figure 3 below. From Rowley Green Road, it continues 
via Barnet Road, Oaklands Lane, Galley Lane and Barnet Footpath 29 to St Albans 
Road. 

 

Figure 13 Map of A411 corridor High Barnet to Arkley and Borehamwood, central section 

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

Barnet Footpath 29 is currently obstructed by two timber bars (see photo below). 

 

Photo 14 Obstruction on Barnet Footpath 29. 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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Although there is an alternative and more direct route via Barnet footpath 31, footpath 
31 goes through low-lying ground where horses congregate, so it can be extremely 
muddy and footpath 29 keeps to higher ground.  

The Eastern section or route BG411 is shown in Figure 4 below. From St Albans Road, 
it continues via Sunset View to Hadley Green where it joins the London Loop 
Section 16. 

 

Figure 15 Map of A411 corridor High Barnet to Arkley and Borehamwood, Eastern section 

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

4. London Loop Section 15, Stanmore to Elstree 

4.1. Edgewarebury Lane 

Figure 5 below shows a map of part of the London Loop Section 15 between Stanmore 
and Elstree. It is recommended that a new signposted through walking route should be 
created from Elstree and Borehamwood Station via Edgewarebury Lane (HCC Elstree 
and Borehamwood Restricted Byway 062), over the M1 bridge on LBB Hendon 
Restricted Byway 31 then via LBB Hendon Footpaths 28 and 26 and LBB Hendon 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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Restricted Byway 27 to Brockley Hill and the boundary of the London Borough of 
Harrow. From there it could continue Northwest either via Stanmore Country Park (if the 
gate from Brockley Hill is open) or alternatively North via Brockley Hill and West via 
Wood Lane to rejoin the London Loop Section 15. 

 

Figure 16 Map of London Loop Section 15 between Stanmore and Elstree 

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

The above proposal would require a new gate at the southern end of LBB Hendon 
Footpath 28 which is currently obstructed by a locked barrier (see below) 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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Figure 17 Barrier at the Southern end of Hendon Footpath 28 

5. Walking routes through the London Borough of Barnet 

5.1. New Southgate - Oakleigh Park walk 

It is proposed that a signposted walking route should be created between New 
Southgate Station and Oakleigh Park Station 

5.2. Oakleigh Park - New Barnet walk 

It is proposed that a signposted walking route should be created between Oakleigh 
Park Station and New Barnet Station. 

5.3. New Barnet - Hadley Wood walk 

It is proposed that a signposted walking route should be created from New Barnet 
Station in the London Borough of Barnet to Hadley Wood Station in the London 
Borough of Enfield. The proposed route is shown below. 
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Figure 18 Map of New Barnet Station to Hadley Wood Station walk 

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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5.4. Londinium - Verulamium Walk 

 
It is proposed that a signposted walking route should be created between the Roman 
Wall at Tower Hill in London to Roman Verulamium at St Albans. A significant part of 
this proposed route goes through the London Borough of Barnet, via Hampstead Heath 
and Dollis Valley Greenwalk. The proposed route is shown below. There are two 
variations between South Mimms and St Albans. 
 

 

Figure 19 Map of Londinium to Verulamium walk 

Map © OpenStreetMap cartography is licensed as CC BY-SA 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright
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Further details of the above proposals with photos and maps can be found in our 
comprehensive South Herts Walking Campaign Report 2020. 

Version 2.0, 17th May 2020 

Help us to campaign to restore walking routes in South Hertfordshire and 

London Borough of Barnet that have been lost in the past 60+ years. Join us 

as we work towards making South Hertfordshire and London Borough of 

Barnet a better area for walking and contact us at: 

southhertsgroup@livingstreets.org.uk  

This document contains maps © OpenStreetMap where cartography is licensed under 
the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 licence. This document is a Produced 
Work that is also licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 
licence. 

 
Local Group 

info@livingstreets.org.uk 020 7377 4900 

 

Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and Wales) 

and SC039808 (Scotland). Company Limited by Guarantee (England & Wales), Company Registration No. 

5368409. 4thFloor, Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London E1 7SA.  
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