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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved  

Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions Lochend Rd 
South, Edinburgh (Port of Leith Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Port of Leith Housing property 

at Lochend Road South (Edinburgh). 

Area context 
 

This main building at the property is a low-rise set of flats, with four levels and 

multiple shared entrances. These provide access to a small and quiet cul-de-sac, 

Lochend Castle Barns, which is used mostly for parking vehicles. 

[Some minor details have been removed from this version of the report to safeguard 

the privacy of residents.] 

In broad terms the property sits around 2km from Waverley Station, on the western 

boundary of a relatively distinct residential area and on the east of an area of 

parkland. There are few shops in the immediate vicinity, but there is a retail park [RP] 

only around 400 metres away.  

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful in the report there are references to points on this map – like this [S]. 

The property site is outlined (approximately only) in yellow. 

 

LP Access to park 
R Roundabouts 
S Local shops 
C Cut through 

ER Easter Road 
CB Crawford Bridge 
RP Retail park 
MR Marionville Rd 
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Observations 
Project 

  

[Some minor details have been removed from this version of the report to safeguard the privacy of residents.]  1 a,b 

Immediate area   

Footways in the immediate local area are generally wider than found elsewhere in the city. They are typically ‘tarmac’ (in its 

broadest sense), showing signs of age and multiple repairs, thus presenting some (smaller) hazards for anyone unstable on 

their feet.  

2 c 

There are some small ‘local’ shops [S] very close to the property, but on the opposite side of Lochend Road South.  3  

Lochend Road South includes a fairly steep hill. There were parked vehicles (kerbside) along much of this section. The road 

has clearly been designed to be wider and with a higher traffic capacity than older parts of the city. We anticipate (and 

observed) that this means traffic at times moving relatively quickly and flowing relatively freely – making for an intimidating 

environment for many who might want to cycle, and for a street which may be challenging or impossible to cross safely for 

people with some disabilities (including anyone with a visual impairment).  

3 c 

There is no infrastructure of any kind designed to support crossing of Lochend Road South in the vicinity of the local shops. 3 c 
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The closest of two obvious access routes [LP] into Lochend Park is only around 150m south, and the route to this is along a 

relatively wide footway (uphill). Paths in the park are generally surfaced with (broadly) ‘tarmac’. There is another steep hill 

(downhill again) on this path within the park.  

4,5  

Paths in the park are not closely overlooked, and are relatively distant from any housing. It seems reasonable to assume that 

many people would avoid the park after dark. This means that routes by bicycle or on foot to the east, which depend on the 

park to avoid busy roads, will only be useful in daylight hours. 

4,5 c 

Wider area   

In broad terms the property sits in an area where it is clear that the streets were designed, when new, with a specific aim of 

facilitating free flowing traffic. These streets sit in a historic city with many narrower streets and complex junctions. It seems 

likely that (as when we visited) traffic often flows steadily and at some speed here. The local use of a number of larger 

capacity roundabouts [R] helps to define the area in this respect. This creates an environment with very few quiet back 

streets or other ‘cut through’ options. These issues help to define the experience of walking and cycling here. 

6,7,8,9 c 

The only local ‘cut-through’ which appears at first to offer a quieter connection to the west by bicycle is from Lochend 

Gardens [C]. However access requires a relatively difficult crossing of Lochend Road South, and Lochend Gardens has been 

designated one-way, meaning access eastward becomes convoluted. 

10 c 

To the west of the property the park, and other larger land-use areas, mean that most people walking and cycling westward 

after dark will probably do so on Marionville Road [MR]. This also appears to be a key bus route to the city and other key local 

amenities. Marionville Road itself is generally wide, and is again defined partly by the use of roundabouts to facilitate traffic 

flow. It seems unlikely that many people would currently wish to cycle in this environment. There are no signalised crossings 

of Marionville Road (except as part of the junction with London Road at its most western end). 

11,12 c 

Routes by bicycle to the southwest, initially through Lochend Park, seem likely to rely on the crossing of the railway at 

Crawford Bridge [CB]. Cycling is allowed across this bridge. Some interaction with the busier Easter Road [ER] seems 

inevitable. One of Edinburgh’s ‘Quiet Routes’ is signed briefly along this, presumably due to lack of other options.  

 c 
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Routes to the retail park [RP], which is around 400m away from the property, are closer to 1km on foot or by bike. One route 

to this partly uses paths in Lochend Park. After dark the main route used will be via Marionville Road. 

 c 

There are dropped kerbs in many locations. Some of these are of very low quality (for example blocked by obstructions). 

These and other locations where a kerb is absent, lack consistent tactile paving. Where tactile paving is used to indicate an 

uncontrolled crossing this is often in locations defined by faster moving traffic (facilitated by the local roundabouts). There are 

very few signalised crossings in the local area overall. 

13,14, 

15,16 

c 

 

Recommendations 
 Project 

a [Some minor details have been removed from this version of the report to safeguard the privacy of residents.] 

b [Some minor details have been removed from this version of the report to safeguard the privacy of residents.] 

 Immediate & wider area 

c The association might choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that the 

association can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

 

 

1: External doors including a bin store 2: Wide local footway with multiple repairs 

  

3: Lochend Road South at local shops [S] 4: Path in Lochend Park 

  

5: Path in Lochend Park (showing hill) 6: Roundabout, S end of Lochend Rd South 



9 

 

  

7: Roundabout, N end of Lochend Rd South 8: Lochend Road South (200m north) 

  

9: Further roundabout, 350m east of property. 10: One-way on Lochend Gardens 

 
 

11: Marionville Road 12: Marionville Road 
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13: Tactile paving at roundabout entrance/exit 14: Tactile paving at roundabout entrance/exit  

  

15: Tactile paving close to roundbout 16: Tactile paving at roundabout entrance/exit  

 


