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Everyone in Wales should be able to live an active, healthy and easy life without a car.

This is not the case in too many places. We want politicians from all parties to commit to creating walkable 
neighbourhoods, reducing car dependency, tackling loneliness, reducing pollution and getting more people walking. 



LIVING STREETS

20

WE ARE CALLING ALL CANDIDATES TO PLEDGE TO CREATE A WALES WHERE:

People on foot feel relaxed and safe. Investing in street improvements, road space reallocation to walking and cycling, a default 
20mph speed limit in urban areas, a ban on pavement parking and more, safer road crossings.

People can breathe clean air. Prioritise the climate emergency, implement a Clean Air Act for Wales, introducing Clean Air Zones 
around all Welsh schools, delivering anti-idling measures and planning for more urban green spaces and green corridors where 
people can walk and cycle, contributing towards a goal of net zero carbon emissions in our towns and cities.

Families choose to walk to school and work. Set ambitious targets for children walking to school and for adults choosing active 
travel at least three times a week. Investment in active travel in Wales should be at least £20 per head. Ensure routes to school 
and work are safer, cleaner and less congested.
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Walking, the oldest and easiest exercise, has been enjoyed 
by many more people recently as Wales navigates through 
the coronavirus pandemic. But the pandemic has also exposed 
barriers to walking, as people struggle with narrow, uneven 
pavements, unsafe crossings; and growing numbers of private 
vehicles.

The pandemic has highlighted inequalities and made them worse. 
People from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic and low-income 
groups – already at greater risk from air pollution – have been 
disproportionately affected by the disease. The social isolation of 
older people and those living with disabilities has got worse.

Wales is in the midst of climate, air pollution, public health and 
road safety crises:

• In Wales, an estimated 1,000 to 1,400 deaths each year are 
attributable to human-made air pollution1.

• One third of adults in Wales do no physical activity at all. 
Childhood obesity is worse in our most deprived areas 

and severe obesity in children is rising2. Only one in six 
11-16-year-olds achieve the Chief Medical Officer’s (CMO) 
target of 60 minutes of activity every day3  

• The number of people who reported feeling lonely in Wales 
was 84% in 2019-2020, up from 82% in 2016-174.  

• In 2019, 227 people were killed or seriously injured5 on 
roads in Wales, up from 208 in 2015.

• In our 2020 survey6, the top three problems identified for 
walking in Wales were:  pavement parking (reported by 
68%); poor public transport (reported by 60%); and fast or 
dangerous traffic (reported by 57%).

But it doesn’t have to be like this. We can reimagine our cities, 
towns and villages so we reduce car dominance and everyone 
can walk or cycle for their everyday journeys. Meaningful 
improvements in carbon emissions, air quality and road safety will 
only be achieved with significant shift from car journeys to active 
forms of travel such as walking and cycling. 
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WE CAN REIMAGINE OUR CITIES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES SO 
WE REDUCE CAR DOMINANCE AND EVERYONE CAN WALK OR 
CYCLE FOR THEIR EVERYDAY JOURNEYS. 
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Ensure that all footpaths are wide enough to allow for physical 
distancing. If necessary, reallocate road space to enable footpath 
widening, including making permanent the successful temporary 
measures put in place to deal with social distancing guidelines.

“MANY PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS IN SWANSEA ARE VERY 
BADLY TIMED- SO THERE’S NO GREEN MAN EVEN WHEN THE 
TRAFFIC IS GOING THE OTHER WAY, AND OFTEN THE GREEN 
MAN TAKES SO LONG THAT I JUST GIVE UP ON WAITING AND 
CROSS UNSAFELY” Alice

“I HAVE A BRUISE ON MY ARM FROM HAVING TO SQUEEZE 
PAST A CAR ON THE PAVEMENT” Sharon

“THERE ISN’T A CROSSING TO GET TO GRONANT ROAD AT THE 
JUNCTION OF NANT HALL ROAD AND NANT ROAD PRESTATYN. 
IT’S MEANS THERE ARE LOTS OF NEAR MISSES AND MAKES 
IT VERY RESTRICTIVE – PARTICULARLY FOR OLDER PEOPLE 
GOING TO THE SHOPS.” Joseph

In our survey, 99% of people said the Welsh Government should make sure that people can cross the road safely and easily. 68% said this 
was extremely important.

PEOPLE ON FOOT FEEL RELAXED AND SAFE

Ban pavement parking across Wales.

Increase the number of low traffic neighbourhoods in Wales. 
Encourage and fund local authorities to work with residents to 
reduce car dominance, prioritise people and allow space for people 
to pass each other safely.

Implement a 20mph speed limit on all roads where people live, 
work, and play. 

Ensure that Integrated Network Maps, required by the Active Travel 
Act in Wales, prioritise safe crossing points on pedestrian desire 
lines, with diagonal crossings at busy junctions.

Ensure that the Active Travel Design Guidance for Wales 
encourages reduced crossing wait times and reflects the safety of, 
and fairness for, people walking. We call for a review of crossings 
over the course of the next government to adjust timings to benefit 
children, older adults and disabled people, crossing speed should 
be at least one metre/second to allow people of all ages and 
abilities to cross in safety. 
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BAN PAVEMENT PARKING ACROSS WALES
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Deliver a Clean Air Act for Wales within the first 100 days of the next 
Senedd term.

PEOPLE CAN BREATHE CLEAN AIR 

Set up Clean Air Zones around all schools in Wales. Roll out a 
programme of School Streets with restricted parking and anti-idling 
enforcement outside schools.

Ensure behaviour change through educating drivers about the 
health problems caused by idling cars, buses and council vehicles. 
Local authorities have the power to issue fines if a stationary vehicle 
leaves its engine running7 yet idling is still a problem, particularly 
around schools and near bus stops. 

Create more green corridors, and increase biodiversity, with pocket 
parks and linear parks along routes where people can walk and 
cycle. 

Set up a network of car-free cities and towns, contributing towards 
a goal of net zero carbon emissions in our towns and cities.

“I AVOID ROUTES DUE TO TRAFFIC POLLUTION”  Kathryn

“POOR PROVISION OF ACTIVE TRAVEL ROUTES LOCALLY MAKE 
IT VERY UNDESIRABLE TO WALK WITH CHILDREN AND TO RUN 
IN LOCAL AREA.”   Anon

“NO ONE, ESPECIALLY CHILDREN, SHOULD BE EXPOSED 
TO BREATHING HIGHLY POLLUTED AIR ON THEIR WALKING 
ROUTE.”   Anon

In our survey, 87% of people said we should clean up our city 
centres by banning or charging motor vehicles. 41% of people said 
this was extremely important.
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CREATE MORE GREEN CORRIDORS, 
AND INCREASE BIODIVERSITY, WITH 
POCKET PARKS AND LINEAR PARKS 
ALONG ROUTES WHERE PEOPLE CAN 
WALK AND CYCLE. 
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Halt and reverse the decline in walk to school rates in Wales setting 
a target of at least 50% of primary school children walking to school 
by 2026 with a longer-term ambition for at least 70%. In 2013-14, 
53% of children walked to primary school, by 2018-19 this had 
fallen to only 44%.

FAMILIES CHOOSE TO WALK TO SCHOOL AND WORK

Set targets to get 70% of adults choosing to walk or cycle at least 
three times a week as their preferred mode of transport8. The good 
news is that the number of adults walking at least three times a 
week is increasing, from 42% in 2017-18 to 45% in 2019-209, now is 
the time to be ambitious. 

Work with Transport for Wales and local authorities to ensure 
that active travel infrastructure integrates seamlessly with public 
transport to ensure a shift to active travel as part of longer journeys. 
Ensure fair investment in public transport in urban and rural 
communities alike.

Invest a minimum of £20 per person in active travel, a budget of at 
least £60m per annum, and spread the benefits of walking across 
all walks of life.

“STATION ROAD, DINAS POWYS IS A KEY ROUTE TO SCHOOLS 
AND SHOPS BUT IS USED AS A RAT RUN AND PAVEMENTS 
ARE TOO NARROW FOR PUSHCHAIRS FORCING YOU INTO THE 
ROAD. CARS DO NOT SLOW DOWN TO PASS PEDESTRIANS”  
Hilary

“TRIED TO WALK TO THE SHOP IN NEXT VILLAGE, WITH NO 
FOOTPATHS I HAD TO WALK ON THE ROAD AND NEARLY GOT 
HIT BY HGV, WHICH HAD IGNORED THE WEIGHT LIMIT SIGNS 
AND CUT THROUGH THE VILLAGES.”   Emma

“EVERY MORNING THE BUSES ARE DELAYED BY THE AMOUNT 
OF TRAFFIC ON THE ROADS. MOST OF THOSE CARS SPEND 
ALL DAY IN A CAR PARK, THERE IS NO NEED FOR THEM TO BE 
CAUSING SUCH HUGE TRAFFIC JAMS, THESE PEOPLE NEED TO 
BE ENCOURAGED TO LEAVE THEIR CARS AT HOME.”    Elaine

In our survey, 99% of people said the Welsh Government should 
encourage more people to walk to school with their children. Nearly 
two thirds (65%) said this was extremely important.



LIVING STREETS

HALT AND REVERSE THE 
DECLINE IN WALK TO SCHOOL 
RATES IN WALES
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Welsh language version also available

We are Living Streets Cymru, part of the UK charity for everyday walking.   

We want to create a nation where walking is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys; free from congested 
roads and pollution, reducing the risk of preventable illnesses and social isolation. We want to achieve a better 
walking environment and to inspire people of all generations to enjoy the benefits the simple act of walking brings.  

For over 90 years we’ve been a beacon for walking. In our early days our campaigning led to the UK’s first zebra 
crossings and speed limits. Now our campaigns and local projects deliver real change to overcome barriers to 
walking and our groundbreaking initiatives such as the world’s biggest Walk to School campaign encourage millions 
of people to walk.  
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1 A clean air plan for Wales, Welsh Government (2019)

2 Healthy Weight, Healthy Wales, Welsh Government (2019)

3 Healthy Weight, Healthy Wales - Consultation Document, 
Welsh Government (2019) 

4 National Survey for Wales, Welsh Government (2018) 

5 Road Accidents, Welsh Government (2019) 

6 Living Streets (2020)

7 Road Traffic Regulations (2003)

8 Adults over 16 recording having walked for 10 mins + to get 
somewhere either ‘several times a week’ or ‘every day’ in the 
National Survey for Wales

9 National Survey Wales

FOOTNOTES

To request A Manifesto for Walking in Welsh, email campaigns@livingstreets.org.uk

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2019-12/consultation-a-clean-air-plan-for-wales.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-10/healthy-weight-healthy-wales_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2019-01/consultaton-document_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2019-01/consultaton-document_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales-results-viewer
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Transport/Roads/Road-Accidents/Casualties/numberofcasualties-by-typeofvehicle-severity-date-policeforcearea
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/senedd-cymru-election-2021
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2003/300/made
https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales-results-viewer


LIVING STREETS

LIVINGSTREETS.ORG.UK
Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and Wales) and SC039808 (Scotland). 
Company Limited by Guarantee (England & Wales), Company Registration No. 5368409. 2 America Square, London EC3N 2LU.

http://livingstreets.org.uk/

