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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved 

Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
Radnor Park (West Dunbartonshire Council)  

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
 

Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. All these sites 

are receiving grants to improve walking and cycling conditions.  This report looks at 

conditions for walking and cycling around West Dunbartonshire Council’s property at 

Radnor Park. 

Area context 
 

This award relates to an area of property owned by West Dunbartonshire Council, 

and to the surrounding community.  

Radnor Park appears to be a geographically small community approximately around 

450m across, partially defined by a set of seven high-rise tower blocks [T] on high 

ground to its west, with Kilbowie Road [KR] defining its eastern edge.  

The ground drops sharply to the west and southwest, seemingly defining a boundary 

in those directions – although several sets of steps make this more permeable to 

people on foot. West Thomson Street to the north appears to act as a boundary, in 

conjunction with an area of rough green land, a hospital site, and Clydebank High 

School.   

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [SH] - to the points marked on this map. 

  

T  Tower block 
S  School 
RS  Radnor Street 
SH  Shops 
KR Kilbowie Rd 
SB Street Bikes 
G Rough grass 

MS Montrose St 
SS Singer Station 
CS  Clyde shopping ctr 
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Observations 
Project 

  

Some of the low-rise council-owned properties in the area have a number of bicycles parked in the shared balcony/access 

area, and in rear gardens. Most of these appeared to be children’s bicycles (although we visited in daytime). 

 1,2 a,b 

The audit visit was during a school holiday. A small number of children age around 7-12 could be seen with bicycles. They 

appeared to be socialising with friends locally, rather than undertaking longer journeys. 

 c 

There was evidence that the ‘Street Bikes’ project [SB] plays an important role in the lives of children in the area. It seemed 

well known, activities were said to be popular. An older child was seen supporting an ad-hoc visit of a younger child for a 

repair to a bike. 

 c 

Immediate area   

The hilly geography of this area is likely to be a factor relevant to the most local cycling (and walking) journeys. To the west 

and south the streets tend to contour around the hill, with stepped access available between these streets. 

3  

Many steps linking streets in/around the area seem relatively unrecognised and uncared for. It may be that simple aesthetic 

improvements here could make these into a positive and distinctive feature of the area. 

4,5,6 e 

Various painted murals in the area helps to improve what might otherwise be more drab spaces. Some seem to be degrading 

through age. Maintenance of murals may prevent these positive features deteriorating and becoming a negative feature. 

7,8 f 
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It is around 400 metres from the tower blocks to the local shops [SH] on Kilbowie Road. The Radnor Street path [R], 

previously a street, seems a central/popular route to the shops and Kilbowie Road bus stops, although there a number of 

alternative routes. Radnor Street effectively links a large number of residents in the tower blocks with this key destination. 

 d 

Radnor Street has been improved recently with the painting of a mural (by Street Bikes), a new play area, and the 

replacement of an old sports area. However the surface itself, the connected footways, and other infrastructure might 

reasonably be described as dilapidated. Positively, it is overlooked from residential properties, and a local resident suggested 

that it remained safe at night (and that there was something of a village atmosphere where people knew and looked out for 

others). 

9,10 d 

There is a signalised crossing of Kilbowie Road at the shops close to the end of Radnor Street, with a southbound bus stop 

(on the east of the road) a further 60 metres south.  

11 d 

Kilbowie Road [KR] seems likely to act as a barrier for some trips eastward, for example for unaccompanied younger children 

considering using the play area beside East Thompson Street. There are two crossing locations but in general the road 

design seeks to provide space for 4 parallel running lanes (although these are only properly utilised for traffic at junctions). 

11,12 g 

The design of the streets and paths in the area around the tower blocks seems to have failed to take account of many of the 

desired routes for pedestrians. Desire lines could be seen marked through areas of soft muddy grass. Pedestrians could be 

seen walking across the grass (including one using the support of a walking stick). 

13 d 

A resident advised that the streets close to the tower blocks became relatively busy with moving vehicles around rush hours, 

and school [S] opening/closing – pointing out also what he described as a ‘blind corner’ close to the top of Radnor Street.  

 d 

Few dropped kerbs are provided within the estate, and those that exist are of low quality. Footways are relatively narrow. Little 

supports the use of key routes (including toward Radnor Street or Kilbowie Road) for anyone using a wheelchair, with a 

child’s buggy, or with a mobility scooter. Parked vehicles (on footways or in designated areas) partially block many routes.  

 d 

The route from the closest tower block to Radnor Street (Lusset View) illustrates the previous point. Residents are barred 

from crossing Cornock Street directly by a short pedestrian guard rail and by parked vehicles (and a designated parking 

14 d 
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area). A 25m diversion north leads to a low quality (partially) dropped kerb, which is on a narrow section of footway (difficult to 

use with a mobility scooter). A vehicle was parked on this. Crossing here leads to a desire line in the soft muddy grass which 

cuts back to the Radnor Street path. 

It seems unlikely that the Radnor Street path serves a purpose as a useful bicycle route. Use on the final stage of a longer 

bicycle ride will be supported by ensuring that the footway is wide enough and can be reached by dropped kerbs. Its length is 

as easily walked as cycled (and the east end joins a busy section of Kilbowie Road rather than any quieter route). 

  

With the exception of the two key signalised crossing locations on Kilbowie Road there appears to be no use of tactile paving 

to guide or advise people with visual impairments in either the local or wider area. 

 d 

There is a hilly area of rough grass parkland [G] to the north of the site, with potential as a location for off-road bicycle activity 

for children. There seem to be few significant barriers to accessing this area. 

15 c 

While vandalism wasn’t observed it may clearly be an issue in some places – however there were clear signs that efforts by 

individual members of the community were not routinely disrespected. Bird feeders were seen hanging outside one property 

on a public area, and privately owned children’s play equipment was present beside housing near the Radnor Street path. 

16 d 

Wider area   

A large shopping park (‘Clyde Shopping Centre’) is only around 500m to the south of Radnor Street. The design of this is 

focused on visits by vehicle, with very large areas of parking to its east. Positively, it does also have a relatively welcoming 

access for pedestrians [CS] from (and under) Kilbowie Road (thus also from Singer Station [SS]). 

17  

There appears to be very little provision of dropped kerbs (and none of any quality), and no tactile paving supporting routes 

on foot, or by wheelchair or mobility scooter, in the wider area. This includes on what seem the only obvious routes toward the 

Clyde Shopping Centre. 

  

We assume that journeys south are key to residents, with the presence of the shopping centre, a business park, and two 

stations. Both obvious routes to the south (using a bicycle or as a pedestrian), demand the use of roads designed around 

12,18 g 
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significant moving traffic. For most of its length Kilbowie Road appears to have been designed to try to provide 4 running 

lanes (usually marked as 2). Montrose Street [MS] (and to the south, Argyll Road [AR] ) was observed to be even busier than 

Kilbowie Road, with walking here involving negotiation of large roundabouts. The auditor himself found this walking route to 

be difficult to complete safely (without major diversions). 

Longer journeys (1km and greater) to the north or east seem likely to be defined by the presence of the wide ‘Great Western 

Road’ (with limited opportunity to cross). Southeast the need to cross the railway and canal define routes. 

  

The towpath of the Forth and Clyde canal, 0.75 km south of Radnor Street, is designated as a National Cycle Network route. 

Access to this from Kilbowie Road and Argyll Road is trivial, and the section close to the Clyde Shopping Centre has been 

made into a feature of the centre. However it seems unlikely that this route serves many meaningful utility journeys by bicycle.  

The canal skirts important areas of the city and a journey to Glasgow city centre based on this is of around 15km. 
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Recommendations 
 Scheme 

a It seems clear that the local authority’s decisions on where to site bicycle parking should take account of the (presumed) convenience of 

existing practices. None of the bicycles observed appeared to be locked in place.  

b Residents in the high-rise tower blocks may face more serious difficulty in finding space for bicycle storage. The authority may wish to 

reflect on successful schemes implemented elsewhere to provide small secure bicycle parking at the base of such buildings (potentially 

provided by the relevant housing association through this grant scheme). 

c Given the popularity of the Street Bikes project, the presence of a network of paths, and the open green area to the north, it may be that a 

focus on the use of bicycles by children for play (rather than more purposeful journeys) is helpful. The authority may wish to consider 

further options for this.  

 Immediate area 

d The authority should seek improvements to the pedestrian experience in the estate, recognising that pedestrians will take direct routes if 

they are able. This could include the provision of good quality dropped kerbs, kerb build outs on desire lines (themselves with dropped 

kerbs or raised tables on the carriageway), and new paths.  

c The authority should recognise that Radnor Street seems to be a key feature for pedestrian usage. Recent developments have improved 

this environment (including murals at the Street Bikes project, the addition of a play area, and the repair of the games area). The authority 

should recognise that improving pedestrian access to this path (both practically and aesthetically) at both ends has the potential to make 

this gateway to the estate significantly more attractive and more useable. The surface of the path itself could be significantly improved.  

d The authority should consider whether funding is available which would support further general aesthetic improvements to the surrounds 

of Radnor Street. It should note the positive effects resulting from existing efforts by local residents to add colour and character to the 



10 

 

areas around two of the buildings near the path. It should consider whether further work with community members would provide cost 

effective options for minor (but significant) improvements.  

e The authority should consider whether aesthetic improvements to the steps in this area would make these into positive features, for 

example by re-painting walls or adding a mural. 

f The authority should recognise the positive role currently played by existing murals in an area in creating a sense of place. 

g The authority should recognise the significant barriers to walking and cycling provided by the overall street design and layout in the wider 

local area. It should consider whether it would be possible to reduce the active carriageway space to two lanes at key locations on 

Kilbowie Road, and/or to support bicycle use on this road or on parts of it. It should be noted that north-south traffic north of Montrose 

Street is mostly on Kilbowie Road, but south of this is shared by Kilbowie Road and Montrose Street (Argyll Road) – raising the potential 

that space on one of these could be dedicated to bicycle use.  

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Bicycles stored on common access 2: Bicycles stored in back garden 

  

3: Streets west of area defined by the hill 4: Steps appear neglected 

  

5: Some steps on estate are unwelcoming 6: Steps near estate lacking maintenance 
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7: Estate has several existing murals 8: Some murals show age 

  

9: Surface of Radnor Street poorly maintained 10: Entrance to Radnor Street path is unattractive 

  

11: Kilbowie Rd showing width of road and 

crossing 

12: Kilbowie Road at West Thomson St 
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13: Even elderly people take desire lines on grass  14: Route from Lusset View - top of Radnor St path 

  

15: Large grass hillside north of estate 16: Private interventions at edge of public area 

  

17: Clyde Shopping Centre from Kilbowie Road 18: Large roundabouts dominate Argyll Road 

 

 


