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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling 

& Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at  
Barholm Cres/Dr, Erskine (Bridgewater Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Bridgewater Housing 

Association property at Barholm Crescent and Barholm Drive, Erskine. 

Area context 
 

The properties consist of two clusters of buildings (up to 4 levels), on Barhill Drive 

[BD] and Barhill Crescent [BC]. These are partially surrounded by pleasant, well-

maintained green space and additional courtyard areas at the side/rear with these 

being separated into what is broadly both drying areas and refuse bin storage areas.  

The project is to provide bicycle parking/storage in the proximity of these residences 

adjacent to the courtyard spaces. 

The properties sit in a wider area which looks to have been designed with a  

‘Radburn’ style approach in the 1960/70’s. Key features (evidenced here) include 

pedestrian paths allowing people to walk to local amenities independently from 

carriageway space, vehicle access to properties on extensive cul-de-sacs, and a 

network of larger ‘distributor’ roads designed for vehicle flow (typically without 

pavements). Erskine is closely connected to motorways and larger roads, the closest 

station is well outside the town, and it seems reasonable to argue it is designed 

specifically to be a car-based commuter town, and indeed that Radburn design like 

this was based on an assumption that private car use will be fundamental to daily life. 

In Scotland it is legal to cycle on paths which aren’t directly associated with the 

carriageway of a road, however the paths in Radburn-style estates typically were 

designed around pedestrian use over short distances, and do not allow for consistent 

flow/speed on a bicycle (and this should also be assumed to be the case here). 

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  
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It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BC] - to the points marked on this map. 

BC  Barholm Crescent 
BD Barholm Drive 
PS Primary schools 
SS Secondary school 
U Underpass 
NE No entry 
C Signalised crossing 
SH1/2 Shopping areas 
BS1/2 Bus stops 
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Observations
Project 

  

The bicycle parking/storage units are noted as being in place, although no bicycles were observed in the units. The bicycle 

parking/stores (unlike the refuse bin and drying areas) are not screened and are ‘open’ and visible to the street. 

 1 a 

Immediate area   

Outside the properties in Barholm Crescent [BC] the paving and road surfaces are in good condition with tactile surfaces at 

most crossings and dropped kerbs present. This is also the case in Barholm Drive [BD] with open mainly communal green 

spaces available in both streets.  

  

The overall immediate area is notably well kept with little or no litter. The drying areas and bin storage areas are screened from 

residents and visitors view. 

  

The properties are accessible by vehicle via Barhill Rd from the roundabout exiting the A726. This is a busy roundabout directly 

connected to the M898, and the noise level near it is notable. 

  

The properties are approx. a 3-5 min walk from North Barr bus terminus [BS1] which is a public transport link to Erskine, 

Renfrew and Glasgow. 

2 b 

Several pedestrians and 2 people on bicycles were observed in the wider, not the immediate area, at the time of the audit.   

On-pavement parking was noted in the immediate area. Locally there are many parking areas designed to be off the 

carriageway.   

3 c 
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Pavements and roads are generally in good condition. Pavement arrangements around parking areas vary, with the pavement 

sometimes routed around the parking area, sometimes between this and the carriageway, and sometimes both. The 

arrangement where parking vehicles cross the pavement could present a ‘conflict’ situation where someone driving their car 

across the pavement to reach the road would do so across the path of a pedestrian. Notably, these areas of pavement are at 

carriageway level to allow easy passage by vehicle. 

4 c 

Wider Area   

There are three primary schools [PS] and one secondary school [SS] located close to the properties. In addition, there are 2 

shopping/amenity areas – a smaller one [SH1] located approx. 500m along Barhill Rd and the other [SH2] approx. 1km via the 

A726 or on foot using the separate path network (it is not possible to reach this on foot without the use of a relatively isolated 

underpass [U] and more isolated paths). 

  

Most of the houses in the wider area have parking spaces within ‘segregated’ parking areas.  3,4  

Pavements are mainly absent along the side of the roads accessing the wider housing stock with the pedestrian access being 

via the carriageway of the road itself and/or via a network of mostly wide paths between residences. 

  

There are multiple opportunities for walking and cycling to and from the immediate area of Barholm Crescent and Drive which 

avoid the main distributor roads of the A726 and Barhill Rd (both busy, noisy and with faster-flowing traffic). Those travelling by 

foot or by bike can use a network of mainly wide footways, bridges and underpasses which link the residents of the immediate 

area to the wider areas and those from both areas to local amenities and green spaces. Only those very confident in riding a 

bicycle in busier traffic would access the main distributor roads. Few (if any) journeys by bicycle using the road carriageways 

are possible without encountering a distributor road of some type. 

5,6 

7,8 

10,11 

12,13 

e 

Within the wider network of these paths it should be noted that there are steps, inclines and uneven surfaces (infrastructure 

showing signs of age) that would particularly challenge buggy-pushers, wheel-chair users, mobility-scooter users, those less 

able/stable and those travelling by bicycle. In most cases there are no dropped kerbs nor tactile surfaces.  

6,7 e 
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Basic everyday amenities such as schools and shops are accessible on foot or by bicycle in under 15 mins for most people. 

However, there is limited or no signage and especially for those new to an area this could prove a challenge and a barrier to 

any type of active travel. 

16 b 

It should also be noted also that there were areas of significant litter and glass and in the green spaces significant leaf debris 

and slippier surfaces. Dog fouling, litter and broken glass was noted quite extensively and it is reasonable to assume this would 

be a barrier to walking and cycling for everyday life. 

15 d 

At all schools and shopping centres there are some facilities for parking bikes which is helpful, however where these are of a 

lightweight design only intended to secure a front wheel some may be reluctant to leave a bicycle for a longer period. No 

parked bikes were observed at these locations at the time of the audit (it was a Sunday, observations may be different on a 

week day). At the larger shopping centre [SH2] there are steps and ramp access however there is also a separate notable 

desire line worn beside the step access (presumably as this is more direct than the ramp, but easier for some than the steps). 

8,9 e 

Depending on the time of day/year there may be a concern about walking the path network in the wider area. Street lighting is 

present but noted as having significant distances between lamp posts in some areas and overall it may not be sufficient to allay 

fears - especially since many paths are through green spaces which are not overlooked or through residential areas with high 

fencing boundaries. Those travelling by bike may perceive these areas as safer however with no or minimal dropped kerbs, 

stairs with no alternatives and regular glass litter people may be put off travelling by bike. 

6,7, 

8,10, 

11,12 

13,14 

d,e 

It is noted that some improvements have been made to some paths/crossings - there is a dropped kerb, tactile surface and 

signalised crossing provided (since 2012) [C] at the on Barhill Rd to reach the smaller of the two shopping centres. At this point 

there could however be issues of conflict on shared use paths (between people walking and cycling) where pedestrian 

congestion could occur especially at peak times’.  

5  

We would also observe that issues of conflict might occur where paths in the networks in the wider area are in the main wide 

as this could encourage those travelling by bike to travel faster than is comfortable for those travelling by foot (this ability being 

clearly a benefit of bicycle use). It was also observed that some of the paths in the green spaces are significantly narrower than 

would be preferable for shared use (less than 1.5m wide). 

11,12 

13 
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The on-site audit took place on a Sunday. Small numbers of people were observed walking to the two shopping facilities (none 

cycling). A small group of teenage boys were observed drinking alcohol in the green spaces next to Rashielea Primary [PS] 

(close to the properties).  

  

Bus stops had shelters, lighting and timetables. One key bus stop on Barhill Rd [BS2] has 6ft high brick walls around it with 

broken glass and evidence of vandalism. This bus stop is not overlooked directly (the distributor style road being designed to 

be for vehicle use only) and is wholly ‘screened’ on one side by the wall. This may mean people feel significantly less safe at 

this particular bus stop. 

14,15 d 

There is signage for recreational walking and cycling via the Erskine Green Network. In places the signs have been vandalised 

and cannot be easily read. 

16 b,d, 

e 

We had an observation made to us (by a 12 year old using a bicycle) that no-entry signs on Barhill Road at Rashilee Road [NE] 

ban cycling, but allow buses, meaning a diversion onto busier roads. 
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a The association should monitor whether the bicycle parking/storage is being used  

b The association should note that wayfinding in this area is comparatively difficult, supporting residents accordingly.  

Signage for access to the local area, key amenities and public transport links could be a benefit, and it may be that the association can work 

with the local authority to improve this.   

c 

 

The Housing Association could consider notices for both residents and visitors indicating the issues presented to everyone when people 

park on the pavements (assuming that those doing so may include their tenants). They might also consider support for 20mph speed limits. 

d The association might consider working with the local authority, environmental and conservation organisations in the wider area on 

volunteer ‘community clean ups’ to remove glass, leaf debris, litter. 

e A cross-stakeholder approach (potentially involving the association) could help to increase the number of people choosing to walk or travel 

by bike for everyday journeys e.g. through led walks/cycling at various times. Given the nature of the paths in Erskine it seems likely that the 

more people who walk or cycle the safer people will feel on these paths.  
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Supporting photos 

 

1. Bike parking at property 

 

2. Bus timetable to wider networks 

 

3. On-pavement parking Barrholm Dr 

 

4. Pavement at parking areas 

 

5. Barhill Rd road crossings  

 

        6. Underpass steps (North Barr Ave)  
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7. Typical lack of dropped kerb 

 
8. Desire line - larger shopping centre 

 

9. Bike parking (smaller centre) 

 

10. Path near Rashielee Primary 

 

11. Narrower path (secondary school) 

 

12. Narrower path, Barhill Rd 



12 

 

 

 

 

13. Wide pavement (Barhill Rd) 

 

14. Bus stop (Barhill Rd) 

 

15. Broken glass on walkway 

 

16. Erskine Green Network signage 

 


