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Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
East Port, Selkirk (Eildon Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Eildon Housing Association 

property at East Port in Selkirk. 

Area context 
 

This property is made up of 2 low-rise buildings each of 3 levels. It has a parking 

court to the southeast [P1]. Each block has a small grassed area around it.  

Neighbouring the southwestern block is path connection towards High Street which 

passes through another grassed area and a second parking court [P2] (serving the 

High St property operated by the same housing association). The path is overlooked 

by windows from the East Port properties and adjacent homes to the west. 

The project is to deliver improvements this area of grass, which will include provision 

of secure cycle storage  

The property sits in an established area of residential properties.  To the southeast of 

the site the land climbs steeply with existing properties only accessible by stepped 

routes from the East Port parking area.   

This sits in an established network of streets throughout Selkirk, which provide links 

to the town centre. Most of these streets have footways (i.e. ‘pavements’) on both 

sides with parking managed to specific locations with signed restrictions.  Most of the 

immediately local streets have either active frontages with shops, cafes or else have 

residential properties overlooking the street. 

Audit context  
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 
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Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BS] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

BS  Bus stops 
DP Dovecot Park 
BB Beechbank 
HS High Street 
TS Tower Street 
BR Back Row 
S Steps 
J1 Junction 
PC Puffin crossing 
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Observations 
Project 

  

The area of grass proposed for cycle parking is well overlooked from the property and surrounding residential development. 

Path connections are provided between this grassed area and the front door of the properties within East Port.   

 1,2 a 

Immediate area    

The connection to the High Street [HS] requires pedestrians, and anyone cycling, to pass through the parking court [P2] 

associated with the High Street properties to reach the existing footways (or the carriageway if cycling) of High Street. 

3 b 

This parking court [P1] outside East Port is connected to the wider road network via a road link (Beechbank) [BB] towards 

Dovecot Park [DP].  Beechbank only has footway on its southeast side, which is quite narrow being typically around 1.2m in 

width.  Parts of Beechbank are used for parking associated with the residential properties along the road - which narrows the 

carriageway width but keeps traffic speeds low.  Similarly, Dovecot Park has a narrow footway along its south side being only 

around 1.2 metres wide. All of the above roads are within a signposted 20mph limit. 

4  

High Street itself has footways along both sides that vary in width and quality.  They provide connections southwest towards 

the town centre and to the wider residential areas within Selkirk. To the northeast of the property there are some local facilities 

including the health centre and bus stops.  

5,6, 

13,14 

 

In order to reach the town centre from the closest High Street access point pedestrians can cross High Street to access a 

footway link on the northwest side of the street which extends without any breaks through to the main shopping area within 

the town.  There is a central pedestrian refuge, with associated dropped kerbs, supporting such a crossing around 40 metres 

5,6  
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to the east. This lacks tactile paving warning of level access the carriageway (or suggesting the crossing point) however the 

break in the ordinary kerb is small. 

Heading southwest towards the town centre, if instead using the southeast side of the road, pedestrians need to cross the 

end of Back Row [BR] to reach Tower Street [TS]. This location functions somewhat like a roundabout around the monument.  

Crossing Back Row here involves walking across a very wide area of carriageway at a location where vehicles could be 

making many different manoeuvres, potentially at some speed. A dropped kerb is provided on the northeast side but there is 

no corresponding dropped kerb to the southwest. There is a splitter island in the middle of the carriageway space which could 

serve as a pedestrian refuge (despite no sign it is designed for this purpose), however this also lacks dropped kerb access.  

7,8 

 

 

c, d 

 

There appears to be a cycle parking stand provided on the east side of Back Row in the vicinity of the junction. This has an 

unusual design, and may not be recognised as having this function. 

9  

An alternate route to Tower Street (and the town centre) involves walking along Back Row instead of crossing it. South of the 

High Street along Back Row is a steep hill (ascending).  There are wide footways on the eastern side of the road, but during 

site visits overhanging parked vehicles were observed to block a significant part of the footway.  Further south there is a gap 

in the footway provision adjacent to the former masonic hall.  A neighbouring section of footway has steps [S]  to negotiate to 

reach the footway link to Tower Street.   

At the junction of Back Row and Tower Street there are dropped kerbs provided to assist with crossing the roads but these 

lack tactile paving and don’t align with one another, significantly reducing their utility. 

10,11, 

12 

 

Northeast along High Street from the property, towards the bus stops [BS], police station (southeast side) and Victoria Halls 

and health centre (northwest side of the road) the southeastern footway is narrow, around 1-1.2m in width and there are no 

formal crossing facilities to reach the facilities to the northwestern side of the road.  

 

 

13,14 e 
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Wider area   

Within the wider context of the town the site is well located in terms of being within walking distance of the town centre 

shopping and other local facilities e.g. health centre.   

  

The A7 cuts through the town, along a section of High Street and Tower Street, and carries enough traffic to significantly limit 

pedestrian movements. Whilst formal crossing provision is available in the form of a puffin crossing [PC] at one location on 

High Street, no such provision exists to accommodate any northeast-southwest movement of pedestrians on the southeast 

footway at the junction with Tower Place [J1].   

A further observation at this location is that some HGV traffic required to encroach significantly onto the opposing traffic lane 

to make the turn onto High Street from Tower Street, with the potential of an increase in risk to people cycling on the 

carriageway here.  

16  

Selkirk itself is very hilly and whilst the town centre area is on a relatively similar level to the property there are other facilities, 

employment, retail and leisure uses, which are located closer to the River Yarrow at the bottom of the valley.   

There are signed cycle routes outside Selkirk, presumably intended for leisure purposes. One signed toward Galashiels is 

also in the bottom of the valley (and can be reached using a pavement from the outskirts of the town, which is marked to allow 

cycling).  

The general topography (combined with other issues) makes Selkirk a challenging location for cycling and for mobility 

impaired users to get around the town. 

17,18 a 

Within the town centre and environs there is a general lack of pedestrian signage though a town map is provided adjacent to 

one of the main car park areas 
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a The housing associated might consider whether the parking facility could in future include electric cycle charging - which would assist in 

making the hilly terrain more cyclable.  They may also wish to consider whether in future this facility (if it can be located close enough to 

existing properties) could be suitable for the storage and or charging of mobility scooters. 

 Immediate area 

b The association should consider the installation of additional warning signage to highlight the potential for people walking and cycling to 

be in the road / car park area northwest of the property. 

c The association should consider actively supporting a review of the junction arrangement at Back Row (and High Street) to tighten radii 

and reduce crossing widths (acknowledging that the adjacent Co-Op foodstore is serviced from Back Row). This should include the 

provision of high quality dropped kerbs. 

d The association should explore the provision of (at least) an informal crossing point on High Street to the east of the property to assist 

with access towards the Health Centre.  This would be provided with dropped kerbs and tactile paving. 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Grass area between East Port and High St 2: As photo 1 but towards High Street [P2] 

  

3: Access toward East Port from High Street 4: East Port parking court [P1] 

  

5: Footways at access from High St 6: Crossing of High Street 
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7: Back Row crossing looking east 8: Back Row junction from High Street 

  

9: Cycle racks 10: Parking on Back Row 

  

11: Steps at Former Masonic Hall 12: Back Row – Tower Place junction 

  

13: Footway eastwards along High Street 14:Footway at Bus stop east of property 
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15:Example of Narrower Side Roads 16:HGV turning from Tower Place along High Street 

 

 

17:Example of topography in Selkirk 18: Signed Cycle Route adjacent to  A7 

 


