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Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
Harley St, Glasgow (Elderpark Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Elderpark Housing Association 

property at Harley Street, Glasgow. 

Area context 
This property is a tenement building (up to 4 levels), with multiple access points. 

Individual residences share a communal entrance which also provides access to a 

back court. From aerial photographs it appears that back courts are largely grassed, 

separated from each other by low walls and used for bin storage. The back courts of 

all the buildings in the block are entirely surrounded by buildings. 

The project provides a small number of units of bicycle parking in some of these back 

courts. Each unit is covered and lockable, and has space for 4 bicycles. 

The property sits on the edge of an area of dense tenement housing surrounding the 

major thoroughfare of Paisley Road West, about 200m away. This has high 

frequency bus services and a wide range of small convenience stores. Local streets 

have substantial on-street parking levels, but seem relatively quiet with little through 

traffic. The residential area is bounded immediately to the north by a significant area 

of commercial and industrial property (and then the River Clyde) and immediately to 

the south by the M8 motorway (at a junction with the beginning of the M77), limiting it 

to between 200-400 metres in width (north to south).  

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BF] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

 

HS  Harley Street 
MS Middleton Street 
IH Ibrox/Harley St junction 
SM Supermarket 
SU Subway station 
BS Bus stops 
PO Post office 
CC Controlled crossing 
PH Pharmacy 
PR Paisley Road West 

GX  Govan Cross 
BB Bells Bridge 
SB ‘squinty bridge’ 
PDJ Pacific Drive junction 
ED Edmiston Drive 
PS1/2 primary schools 
B1/2/3 pedestrian bridges 
BA Bellahouston Academy 
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Observations 
Project 

  

It was not possible to gain access to the back courts of this building on Harley Street [HS] as all communal doors were locked. 

Bicycles will have to be taken out through the ground floor passages of each tenement. No external steps were observed (but 

the back court was not inspected). 

 1 a 

Immediate area   

Outside the property the footways have asphalt surfaces and are generally reasonably litter free and in good condition. On the 

opposite (east) side of Harley Street there seems to be a significant problem with dog excrement. 

 b 

Dropped kerbs have been installed in places, but they are poorly maintained. At some local crossings there are none. 2,3,4 b 

Roads were generally quiet with slow moving traffic. There is no traffic access to Paisley Road West [PR] to or from Harley 

Street, Cessnock Street or Elizabeth Street. Middleton Street [MS] is signed as a ‘Play Street’, theoretically being closed to all 

vehicles “except for access” 8am to sunset. There is no evidence anyone pays any attention and other than some signs 

nothing to signify this difference. Two cars were observed using it (slowly) as a through route. 

5 b 

During daylight hours, on a weekday, the streets in the immediate area were relatively heavily parked. This was particularly 

true close to Paisley Road West with pedestrian crossing points blocked by parked cars in places. An example of this is at the 

junction of Ibrox Street and Harley Street [IH] where this was the case despite ‘keep clear’ markings on the carriageway. 

6 b 
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Paisley Road West is 200-300m away along a well lit and overlooked route (which it therefore seems likely would feel safe 

after dark). It supports a good range of local shops including a small Co-op supermarket [SM], a pharmacy [PH] and a post 

office [PO]; bus stops [BS] on either side (with an adjacent controlled pedestrian crossing) with very frequent services to 

Glasgow city centre and Braehead shopping centre; and a subway station [SU]. 

7, 8, 9 d 

Wider area   

The property is in the catchment area for Ibrox Primary School [PS1] and St. Saviour’s Primary School [PS2].  

There is a relatively obvious and quiet (in terms of traffic) pedestrian route toward Ibrox Primary School (950m) along 

Middleton Street, Midlock Street and Ibrox Street. West of Whitefield Road there are new footways nearing completion around 

the housing development at Ibroxholm. It is well lit, overlooked and provided with dropped kerbs. There is a controlled 

pedestrian crossing over Edmiston Drive at Copland Road.  

An alternative route to the school would be along Ibrox Terrace. This is narrow, very quiet but is heavily parked and has 

narrow, uneven, footways.  

There is no obvious pedestrian/cycle route to St. Saviour’s Primary School (1.5km). 

10, 11 d 

The property is in the catchment area for Bellahouston Academy [BA] and Lourdes Secondary School.  

There is a reasonably good, overlooked and well lit route to Bellahouston Academy (750m), along quiet streets and crossing 

Paisley Road West at a controlled Toucan crossing [CC] (which can be used by bicycle - cycling or pushing across both 

footways of Paisley Road West). It crosses the M8 using a shared pedestrian/cycle bridge [B1], which is about 2.5m wide, 

well lit, not overlooked, but in regular use by people cycling. We anticipate that if the bridge was busy with pedestrians, as 

possible at school times, it may be necessary to walk. There is no obviously safe route to Lourdes Secondary School (3.1km). 

12 d 

There is a signed cycle route to Glasgow city centre (2.5km) from the east end of Middleton Street. The route is as follows: 

Cessnock Street does not function as a through route and is thus relatively quiet (in terms of motor vehicle movement). The 

eastern end of Brand Street is spacious and seems relatively quiet. There is a well signed pedestrian/cycle crossing over 

13, 

14, 

15, 16 

d 



7 

 

Govan Road and a bi-directional cycle path along the east side of Festival Park to Pacific Drive (kerb separation from 

pedestrian space, some additional space to protect from car door opening). There is a complex controlled crossing at the 

junction of Govan Road and Pacific Drive [PDJ]. Many people cycling might choose to negotiate it as a pedestrian 

(experiencing some inconvenience). The signed route then continues west along Pacific Drive and over Bell’s Bridge [BB] 

(typically by sharing pedestrian space - which in addition to introducing potential conflict issues also makes it very much less 

visible, and the route relatively unobvious). The Clyde Arc (Squinty) Bridge [SB] also has a shared cycle, bus and taxi lane 

and provides a more direct route toward the city centre (although less welcoming conditions). 

Once on the north bank of the Clyde there is a shared pedestrian/cycling path along the embankment, making it possible to 

reach the edge of the city centre off-carriageway.  

This general route across the Clyde also makes journeys to other locations by bicycle easier – although most would require 

people to revert to cycling on carriageway. 

17 d 

There are otherwise significant barriers to walking and cycling. To the east – because of the street layout – any obvious 

routes would be along Paisley Road West [PR]. This provides conditions very few people would find acceptable for cycling. To 

the south access is largely blocked by the M8. There are several pedestrian/cycle bridges [B2][B3] over it but these generally 

only lead into residential areas. To the west, the railway lands between Edmiston Drive [ED] and Govan Cross [GX] (used as 

a depot for the Glasgow subway) mean that the only possible routes are along Edmiston Drive/Shieldhall Road, Paisley Road 

West, or by Govan Cross. These all provide conditions which very few people would find acceptable for cycling. 

 c 
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a The association should assess the ground floor passage of each tenement to identify any obstacles to taking bicycles through it to the back 

court (for example, stored items). 

 Immediate and wider area 

b The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

c The association should take note of the specific barriers to walking and cycling to the west, and the potential difficulties in accessing 

amenities such as the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Braehead Centre. 

d The association should seek to provide, or to support the provision of, information for residents on walking and cycling. This could include 

suitable routes (like those listed above), advice on using bicylces in daily life (for example, on security, carrying shopping, dealing with 

weather) and information on sources of support (for example organisations, local cycle repairers etc). 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Harley Street 2: Elizabeth Street/Ibrox Street 

  

3: Middleton Street/Harley Street NW 4: Middleton Street/Harley Street SW 

  

5: Middleton Street 6: Keep Clear markings ignored 
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7: Paisley Road West 8: Paisley Road West 

  

9: Paisley Road West bus stops 10: Off Whitefield Road (new path) 

 
 

11: Ibrox Primary School 12: Bridge to Bellahouston Academy 
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13: Brand Street 14: Govan Road Crossing 

 
 

15: East side of Festival Park 16: Cycle route of Clyde Arc (Squinty) Bridge 

 

 

17: Pacific Drive looking west  

 


