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Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
Elderpark St, Glasgow (Elderpark Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Elderpark Housing Association 

property at Elderpark and Uist Streets, Glasgow. 

Area context 
 

This property comprises several tenement buildings (up to 4 levels). Individual 

residences share a communal entrance which also provides access to a back court. 

There is no open access to this area. Collectively the back courts are entirely 

surrounded by other buildings. 

The project provides roughly 25-30 units of bicycle parking in these back courts. 

Each unit is covered and lockable, with space for 4 bicycles. 

The property sits in an area that is predominantly residential, though mainly more 

recently constructed. To the northwest there is a substantial park. To the southeast, 

beyond Crossloan Road, 150m away, there is an area of business and commercial 

activity. There are a few small local corner shops [CS] within 100-200m but most 

amenities require a journey of 800-1000m. There is significant on-street parking in 

both Elderpark Road and Uist Street, and both have traffic calming measures in 

place. Crossloan Road is a relatively busy through route and a local person reported 

this to us as the site of a fatal traffic accident involving a child about ten years ago. 

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BR] - to the points marked on this map.

 

 

BR  Barrier 
BS Bus stops 
CS 
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Observations 
Project 

  

Bicycles will have to be taken out through the ground floor passages of each tenement. Since bins are presumably already 

taken by this route there should be no serious obstacles. No external steps were observed (we did not access the back court). 

 1,2 a 

Immediate area   

Outside the property, the footways mainly have block paved surfaces and are generally in reasonably good condition with 

dropped kerbs at crossing points (but no tactile paving). They are rather untidy and suffer from litter and poor drainage in 

some places leading them to become slippery after wet weather.  

3, 4, 5  

Elderpark Street and Uist Street have been significantly re-designed in order to narrow the carriageway and to calm traffic 

speeds and Uist Street is also divided in two by a barrier [BR]. This appears to be very effective. There is very little traffic 

movement and this is at relatively slow speeds.  

In theory the signage on the Uist Street barrier bans passage on a bicycle. This is unhelpful.  

6, 7  

There are bus stops [BS] 50-200m away on Crossloan Road with frequent services to Govan Cross and another 200-300m 

away on Craigton Road with services to QEH and Braehead. The Crossloan Road stops are overlooked and seem well 

frequented. The Craigton Road stop is on the derelict, east side of Craigton Road and could feel more unsafe after dark. 

9  
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There are a number of very small convenience-style shops [CS] within 50-100m and a pharmacy [PH] and post office [PO] on 

Craigton Road about 250m away. Footways in this direction are in good condition and well lit, though somewhat fenced in by 

extensive pedestrian barriers down Craigton Road. 

In broad terms this site is in an area where most of the streets would feel relatively safe for walking and cycling. However 

there is a significant issue with traffic volume and speed on Crossloan Road [CR] (becomes Langlands Road to the west). For 

much of their length these roads might previously have had two lanes in each direction. Approaching from the east the first 

250 metres (approx) of Crossloan Road from the junction with Harmony Row and associated roads (all 4 lanes or equivalent) 

has 4 active lanes, and has a straight profile – providing the feel of an arterial road (where pedestrian crossing of the 

carriageway is intentionally not accommodated)  

The carriageway much closer to Elderpark Street (within 150 metres) has been narrowed at a number of points so that the 

footway there extends to the outer edge of parked cars – which is very significant in narrowing the width of carriageway area 

to be walked across. There are no zebra/controlled crossings over Crossloan Road (there are three zebra crossings further 

west across Langlands Road in the vicinity of the schools; although these are badly worn). Extensive pedestrian barriers have 

been erected at crossing points, and pedestrian journeys extended to accommodate these. 

8, 16  

Wider area   

Both local primary schools [PS] are to the west on the south side of Langlands Road. St. Constantine’s Primary School is 

about 400m away and can be accessed via a pedestrian crossing and footpath from Arklet Road. Pirie Park Primary School is 

about 200m further and is accessed directly from Langlands Road. The route to both is overlooked, there are good 

pavements and dropped kerbs but, as noted above, Langlands Road is busy. There is no explicit cycle access: footpaths are 

too narrow for cycling beside pedestrian use. Considerable care has been taken to segregate traffic access from pedestrian 

access.  

11  

Govan High School [SS] is about 1.2km and can be accessed by a narrow footway from Langlands Road. This footway is 

narrow and has a ‘no cycling’ sign and a certain amount of broken glass, but was observed to be in very heavy pedestrian use 

by Govan HS pupils. Cycle access to Govan High School is only possible from Shieldhall Road, a very busy main road. 

10  
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There is a wide range of shops, including an Iceland supermarket [SM1], Govan subway station and cycle parking, in Govan 

town centre, about 750-900m away. Supporting access in this direction is a wide, well lit shared pedestrian and cycle path 

[LP], (the pedestrianised Langlands Road) a controlled crossing over Golspie Street and a narrower shared cycle path on into 

Govan town centre. 

15  

The railway lands between Edmiston Drive and Govan Cross are a barrier to journeys east.  

There is a signed cycle route to Glasgow city centre to the north of this. The route is about 5 km but it is not easy to follow and 

few members of the public would know it was there. Traffic is busy and congested around Govan Cross and this limits the 

attractiveness and utility of this route.  

An alternative route would be to use the seasonal ferry [FY] from Govan, and the cycle route along the north bank of the 

Clyde (there is a proposal to construct a pedestrian/cycle bridge here). 

  

A route across Elder Park and along Skipness Drive leads to a subway under the Clyde Tunnel access road and another 

supermarket (Lidl) (1.2km with cycle parking) [SM2] and QEH (1.5km with cycle parking). The park is unlit and some kerbs 

would have to be negotiated, but otherwise this route is relatively pleasant. This route could be extended to Braehead (4.5km) 

but this would mean cycling along Renfrew Road. It also links to a clearly signposted pedestrian and cycle access to the 

Clyde Tunnel [CT] (a YouTube video suggests that this is not as unpleasant a route as members of the public might fear). 

12, 

13, 14 

 

Criagton Road might be thought to provide a suitable route by bicycle to a third supermarket (Asda) [SM3] (1.2km, with direct 

pedestrian and cycle access from the west, and cycle parking). However it is fairly narrow close to its junction with Edmiston 

Road, and quite busy with traffic – conditions we think likely to discourage use on a bicycle by a high proportion of people. 

The subway beyond under the M8 (a significant barrier to journeys to the south) leads mainly to residential areas, and 

Bellahouston Park.  

17  
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a The association should assess the ground floor passage of each tenement to identify any obstacles to taking bicycles through it to the back 

court (for example, stored items). 

 Immediate area 

b The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

c The association should take note of the extent to which traffic speeds on Crossloan Road and Langlands Road are a deterrent to walking 

and cycling.  

d The association should take note of the specific barriers to cycling to the city centre. The prospect of a Govan to Partick pedestrian and 

cycle bridge would significantly ameliorate these. 

e The association should seek to provide, or to support the provision of, information for residents on walking and cycling. This could include 

suitable routes (like those listed above, which may not be obvious otherwise), advice on using bicylces in daily life (for example, on security, 

carrying shopping, dealing with weather) and information on sources of support (for example organisations, local cycle repairers etc). 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Elderpark Street 2: Typical entrance 

  

3: Litter on Elderpark Street 4: Broken glass on Elderpark Street 

  

5: Slippery footway Elderpark St/Crossloan Rd 6: Uist Street 
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7: Uist Street 8: Pedestrian barriers Elderpark St/Crossloan Rd 

  

9: Craigton Road bus stop 10: Footpath from Govan HS 

  

11: St Constantine’s Pedestrian/traffic segregation 12: Clyde Tunnel: bicycle/pedestrian tunnel access 
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13: Clyde Tunnel cycle route 14: Route across Elder Park 

  

15: Old Langlands Road cycle/pedestrian route 16: Badly worn crossing on Langlands Road 

 

 

17: Craigton Road/Shieldhall Road junction  

 


