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Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
Clynder St, Glasgow (Elderpark Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Elderpark Housing Association 

property at Clynder Street, Glasgow 

Area context 
 

This property is a tenement building (up to 4 levels). Individual residences share a 

communal entrance which also provides access to a back court. The back courts 

appear to be separated from other properties, and from Copland Place, by a high 

wall. 

The project provides bicycle parking in some of these back courts. Each unit is 

covered and lockable and has space for 4 bicycles. 

The property sits in a relatively small island of residential use with areas of significant 

business and commercial activity 150-250m to the east and south. Immediately to 

the west there is an area of derelict land, currently covered by grass, but with a long-

term intention that it should be used for housing-led regeneration, providing new 

housing in the owner occupied and affordable sectors as part of the East 

Govan/Ibrox Transformational Regeneration Area. To the north there is an area of 

new residential development. 

Most of the immediately local streets have residential properties overlooking the 

street on both sides, and footways and parked cars on both sides. However Clynder 

Street only has buildings on one side, and therefore has a lower level of parking. 

There are a few small local convenience shops within 300-400m but most obvious 

services are at least 1km or more away.  

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  
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It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [SR] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

CS  Clynder Street 
SH convenience shop 
BS bus stops 
SR Summertown Rd 
SM small supermarket 
CR Copland Road 
BP Brighton Place 
WS Woodvale Street 
SU Subway station 

GH  Govan High School 
SM2 Supermarket 
FY Ferry 
GX Govan Cross 
PS Primary schools 
BR Broomloan Road 
ED Edmiston Drive 
PH Pharmacy 
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Observations 
Project 

  

It was not possible to gain access to the back courts of this building as all communal doors were locked. Bicycles will be taken 

through the ground floor passages of each tenement. No external steps were observed (the back court was not inspected). 

 1, 3  

Immediate area   

Outside the property the footways have asphalt surfaces and are generally reasonably litter free and in good condition. There 

are no modern dropped kerbs, but the existing kerbs are very low at crossing points and would reduce issues for some 

pedestrians with impaired mobility, or pushing a pushchair. There appears to be a (permanently) blocked gulley at the junction 

of Clynder Street and Brighton Place. There is a very small local convenience shop [SH] halfway along Clynder Street [CS]. 

2, 4, 5  

There are bus stops [BS] on Summertown Road [SR] about 150m away offering frequent services to Glasgow city centre, 

Govan Cross, QEH and Braehead. Summertown Road is very quiet, has a convenient crossing point with lowered kerbs and a 

particularly wide pavement on the north side, with signage suggesting it can be shared between pedestrians and cycles. 200m 

along it to the east there is a very small (‘Premier’) supermarket [SM1] with a cycle rack outside. 

6  

The local primary schools [PS] (Riverside Primary School and St. Saviour’s Primary School) share a site on Govan Road about 

500m to the north, with pedestrian access from Southcroft Street. The area north of Summertown Road has been recently 

redeveloped: the streets are quiet, with traffic calming, the pavements are wide and well lit, there are dropped kerbs at crossing 

points and the route to the school is overlooked throughout. 

7, 8  
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The subway station [SU] at Ibrox, is 300m to the south. Brighton Place [BP] is reasonably well overlooked but has narrow 

uneven pavements, is overgrown in places, and has heavy parking. It may present difficulties (for example) with a wide 

pushchair. Woodville Street [WS] has better pavements but is predominantly business/commercial and could feel threatening 

after dark. 

9, 10  

There are several small shops [SH], including a pharmacy [PH], along the west side of Copland Road [CR] just south of Ibrox 

subway station. Proximity to the subway station may mean this area is well frequented and may feel safer after dark. 

11  

In broad terms walking and cycling would generally feel reasonably safe in the local area during daylight hours. After dark, the 

route to Ibrox subway station could feel less safe.  

Most roads are very quiet (in terms of traffic), with the exception of Copland Road, the eastern part of Summertown Road and 

Broomloan Road [BR] which seem to serve as through routes.  

  

Wider area   

A wider range of shops, including an Iceland supermarket [SM2] and (neighbouring) the nearest post office, and cycle parking, 

is in Govan town centre, about 1km away. The route here along Summertown Rd, Dunsmuir St, Vicarfield St and Neptune St is 

quiet and well lit with wide pavements and good dropped kerbs. However the last 300m on Govan Rd is much busier with a 

complicated junction at Govan Cross [GX]. Child pedestrians would likely need to be carefully supervised here, and there is no 

support for people cycling (we judge that very few people would feel safe or comfortable cycling here). 

12, 13  

The property is in the catchment areas for Govan High School [GH] and Lourdes Secondary School, but neither of these is 

easily accessible, either on foot or by cycling.  

Govan High School is about 3km away. The railway lands in between (used as a maintenance deport for the subway) form a 

significant barrier to any access in this direction (also to QEH and Braehead). Any route needs either be via Edmiston Drive 

(later Shieldhall Road) [ED], or Govan Cross [GX]. Traffic on both is very busy and few people would feel these offer a safe 

route for teenagers to cycle. Furthermore, access to Govan High School from the north is along a ‘no cycling’ footpath.  

12, 

13, 14 
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Routes to Lourdes Secondary School (3.1km) have similar issues.  

Access to Bellahouston Academy is easier (1.5km), but the property is just outside its catchment area. 

There is a signed cycle route to Glasgow city centre (3-4km), but the route is not obvious and few members of the public would 

know it was there. There are controlled crossings over Whitefield Road and Pacific Drive, and the footway of Govan Road and 

Pacific Drive is signed to indicate it can be used for cycling. However the footway of Pacific Drive is quite narrow (for this 

purpose) and is partially obstructed in places by bus stops. A two stage controlled crossing of Pacific Drive provides access 

over Bells Bridge to the north bank of the Clyde. In general we would note that good practice would take away space from the 

(very wide) carriageway rather than combining cycling and walking on a footway, at least in any urban area. 

15, 

16, 17 

 

There are other significant barriers to walking and cycling more widely. To the north the river Clyde forms a barrier (though 

from June to September there is a free ferry [FY] from Govan to Riverside which takes cycles, and there is a proposal for a 

pedestrian/cycle bridge). To the south M8 forms a significant barrier (Broomloan Road is very busy and pedestrian bridges and 

subways – presumably less welcoming after dark - lead only into residential areas). 

18  

 

  



8 

 

Recommendations 
 Project 

a The association should assess the ground floor passage of each tenement to identify any obstacles to taking bicycles through it to the back 

court (for example, stored items). 

 Immediate area 

b The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

c The association should take note of the specific barriers to walking and cycling to the city centre and to the west, especially to the local 

secondary schools and to access amenities such as the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Braehead Centre. 

d The association should seek to provide, or to support the provision of, information for residents on walking and cycling. This could include 

suitable routes (like those listed above), advice on using bicylces in daily life (for example, on security, carrying shopping, dealing with 

weather) and information on sources of support (for example organisations, local cycle repairers etc). 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Clynder Street 2: Pavement outside 

  

3: Entrance to Clynder Street property 4: Blocked gulley 

 
 

5: Local convenience store in Clynder Street 6: Small supermarket with cycle parking 
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7: Dunsmuir Street 8: Southcroft Street 

 
 

9: Brighton Street (north footway) 10: Brighton Street (south footway) 

  

11: Small shops near Ibrox subway 12: Road junction by Govan Cross 
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13: Road junction by Govan Cross 14: Shieldhall Road 

  

15: Shared footway on Govan Road 16: Shared footway on Pacific Drive 

 
 

17: Footway towards Bells Bridge (NCR 7) 18: Seasonal ferry to Riverside 

 


