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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved 

Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at Argyll 
Street, Leith (Port of Leith Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
 

Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Port of Leith Housing 

Association property at Argyll Street, Leith (Edinburgh).  

Area context 
 

This property is a 4 storey building, with a number of communal entrances. It sits on 

Argyle Street [AS], which is a short narrow (4-6 metre approximate carriageway 

width, 90 metre approximate length) lane, with a setted surface (i.e. “cobblestones”). 

At the southeast end it connects to Hopefield Terrace [HT] which is a no-through 

road for vehicles. At the northwest end, adjacent to the property, Argyll Street 

connects to Portland Street [PS]. 

The project is providing a small number of ‘Sheffield’ style bicycle parking spaces in 

the back garden of the property (which does not have public access). 

The property sits in a residential area with mixed styles of housing, and relatively ill 

defined edges. It might be seen that boundaries to the area are provided by roads 

carrying large volumes of traffic. To the north (80 metres) Lindsay Road has often 3 

running lanes, and additional space for parking. To the east (80 metres) North 

Junction Street [NJ] has 4 running lanes. To the south (around 270 metres) Ferry 

Road [FR] is typically only two wide lanes, but it carries significant traffic. The 

narrower nature of Portland Street and the roads it connects to (particularly Madeira 

Street/North Fort Street), and their rough setted surfaces, may slow or reduce traffic, 

but these also all form permeable two-way routes for vehicle traffic between Lindsay 

Road, North Junction Street and Ferry Road. 

Audit context  
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  
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It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [LR] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

 

LR Lindsay Road 
NJ North Junction St 
FR Ferry Road 
T Tower blocks 
A2 Path access 
SH1/2/3 Local shops 
NF North Fort Street 

IA Old industrial access 
SC Shopping centre 
HP Hawthornvale Path 
WL Ward Lane 
SF South Fort Street 
A1 Path access 
ML Mill Lane entrance 
GJ Great Junction St 
ODW Ocean Drive crossing 
SM1/2/3 Supermarkets 
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Observations 
Immediate area 

  

There are many areas of footway in the immediate area (Argyle Street, Portland Street, Hopefield Terrace) which are of very 

low quality, either being narrow, or providing hazards for those who require flatter and smoother surfaces.  

1 a 

Many local journeys on foot involve pedestrians crossing areas of low quality setted carriageway surface (“cobblestone”). 

While there are dropped kerbs on Argyll Street at the junction with Portland Street, the carriageway and footway surfaces 

here are extremely poor. 

1,2,3 a 

At the time of our visit the western footway of Portland Street was seriously narrowed by the overhanging end of a van. 

Inspection of Google Streetview images showing this location suggests that a variety of vehicles cause this issue here.  

3 a 

There is a section of footway outside the property, which helpfully continues across the end of the minor access along the 

side of the property. Unfortunately the footway has some significant crossfall (slope) here. 

4 a 

There are three local ‘convenience’ style shops [SH1][SH2][SH3] close to the property (around 150-200 metres on foot).   

The need to cross either the neighbouring Lindsay Road or North Junction Street, potentially limits movement locally for any 

journey north or west, however a diversion of around 40-50 metres toward their junction provides access to signalised 

crossings of both. Crossings are typically of at least 3 lanes of traffic (6 over both roads) with corresponding delays. Very few 

people (other than some of those confident in using bicycles in heavy traffic) would consider these roads to provide conditions 

acceptable for cycling. 

5,7 b 
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It is positive that vehicle access has been removed to Hopefield Terrace at the junction with North Junction Street, but 

because traditional kerbs have been used across the entrance this also unfortunately prevents easy access/exit by bicycle. 

 a 

Some side road entrances in this area could be narrowed very significantly, providing pedestrians with a much improved 

crossing experience, without restricting access to vehicles. For example, the carriageway space between parked vehicles on 

Prince Regent Street is around 4 metres, but the paint markings at the street end stretch across around 11-12 metres of live 

carriageway space. 

5,6 a 

Wider area   

Journeys of any greater distance generally require interaction with one of the larger roads (Lindsay Road or it’s continuation 

‘Commercial Street’ further east, North Junction Street, or Ferry Road).  

  

Most journeys in a directional arc covering northwest through, north, east, and southwest, are likely to involve direct use of 

one of these roads. There are few other options. It is possible to find some pedestrian paths directly east through the area 

around the tower blocks [T] here, but to reach these paths involves crossing North Junction Street at a location where this can 

be very difficult. Few people seem likely to consider cycling an option on these major roads. 

6,7, 

8 

b 

Trips westward tend to be funnelled toward Lindsay Road or Ferry Road by the street layout. There are no other street 

connections to the west of North Fort Street [NF]. Two unobvious pedestrian routes which make it possible to avoid these 

major roads. Ward Lane [WL] is a narrow footway, connecting Dudley Bank to Dudley Avenue, but this is not on any obvious 

more direct route, and may be unwelcoming after dark. Steps and ramps make it possible to cross a path Hawthornvale Path 

[HP] built in the cutting previously occupied by a railway, from Nichollfield to Hawthornvale, allowing journeys to continue 

west, however there are only complex or convoluted routes from the property to this location (unless using Lindsay Road). 

Any options involve substantial distances on poor quality setted surfaces, making bicycle use less welcoming. 

 b 

Journeys generally in a southerly direction can be achieved away from larger streets, crossing Ferry Road at North/South Fort 

Street. However this area is of a more industrial nature, and is much less likely to appeal to many people after dark. South 

Fort Street also has a very poor quality setted surface, and in addition we observed it carrying a surprising volume of traffic for 

8,9 b 
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it’s size, with extensive on-carriageway parking significantly complicating the environment (these things together we judge 

would make it very unwelcoming to most people for use by bicycle). 

There is a large shopping centre [SC] around 400metres to the north of the property. Initially a pedestrian journey is 

supported by the signalised crossing of Lindsay Road (see above), but it is also necessary to cross three lanes of the 

westward arm of Ocean Drive [ODW] at a large roundabout. Traffic flow/speed is supported at the expense of any ease of 

pedestrian movement. The roundabout generally has two entry lanes from any direction, wide exit lanes, and wide sweeping 

carriageway lines. There are incongruous markings on the carriageway indicating a 20mph speed limit. 

10,11 b 

A wide worn desire line through the neighbouring grass area, which bypasses the sweeping and indirect line of footway 

alongside the carriageway, also suggests a lack of attention to pedestrian movement. Some arms of the roundabout have 

dropped kerbs (with tactile paving marking them) to facilitate crossing, but this main pedestrian crossing location lacks these. 

10,11 b 

At the shopping centre there is well cared for space provided for parking bicycles close to its entrance. The footways outside 

the centre are signed for shared (bicycle/pedestrian) use. On very close inspection the southeast side of one footway is 

marked for cycling with tiny metal disks, but it seems unlikely that ordinary members of the public would notice this, and 

photograph 13 also shows that this side of the footway is not of practical use for cycling. 

12,13 b 

The closest major more ordinary supermarket (Asda) [SM1] is around 700metres to the northwest.    

The first obvious route to this supermarket involves use primarily of Lindsay Road. It is unlikely that most people would 

consider cycling here. Pedestrian usage is relatively practical (for many), with relatively wide footways on both sides of the 

carriageway, but for much of this route the environment is dominated by the traffic. In many places it has three wide clear 

running lanes, and an additional lane of parallel parked vehicles. There are a number of locations on this route where 

pedestrians must cross wide side road entrances which allow vehicles to enter at an unhelpful speed.  

7,18 b 

The second obvious route to this supermarket utilises an old industrial access road [IA]. This can be reached by walking to 

the nearby pedestrian signalised crossing of Lindsay Street. Sections of the route are likely to feel very unwelcoming after 

dark. There is bicycle parking beside the closest supermarket entrance, although it is in a relatively isolated location some 

distance from the entrance itself. 

14 b 
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Great Junction Street [GJ] has wider footways and many shops to the southeast of Bangor Road, including a smaller 

supermarket [SM3], but in many areas 4 running lanes for traffic. It seems safe to say that it does not offer an environment 

that most people would consider acceptable for bicycle use, and crossing away from signalised crossings may be difficult. 

15 b 

Potential pedestrian routes to Great Junction Street include some issues. The southwest footway of North Junction 

Street/Great Junction Street is interrupted by the need to cross the end of Ferry Road. A signalised pedestrian crossing is 

provided, but it requires a 40 metre diversion (and return, which is great enough to mean that many will ignore it). 

At this same location it is possible to cross to the northeast footway utilising a signalised crossing of North Junction Street 

linked to the junction signals. This, and the crossing of Coburg Street, involve a number of stages (the last without pedestrian 

signals) and it seems likely that for less able pedestrians it might take up to around 2 minutes. East of the river this northeast 

footway is interrupted by a very wide access around the entrance to Mill Lane, leaving pedestrians crossing relatively exposed 

carriageway space (subject to a variety of vehicle movement) for around 25 metres. 

16 b 

A second large supermarket is close to the southeast end of Great Junction Street (Tesco) [SM2], around 1km from the 

property. In addition to the points made above, we noted further issues for pedestrians on the northeastern footway of Great 

Junction Street, specifically at the crossing of Henderson Street, which lacks pedestrian signals but which had heavy queuing 

traffic. We also observed pedestrians experiencing difficulty crossing both Great Junction Street and Leith Walk at the 

southeast end of Great Junction Street – caused by high levels of vehicle congestion. There is bicycle parking nearby, on the 

closest pedestrian access, although it appeared uncared for (with litter and an abandoned bicycle). 

15 b 

There are two traffic free paths nearby, in cuttings previously used for railways. Hawthornvale Path [HP] begins around 250 

metres to the northwest, and Warrington Path/Water of Leith Path [WP] passes around 300 metres to the south. Both link to 

routes to within around 1km of the city centre (although these may be much less welcoming after dark). The lack of easy 

routes to Hawtornvale Path is discussed above. The closest access [A1] to the Water of Leith/Warrington Path is on local 

(rough, setted) streets with an additional walk to a signalised pedestrian crossing of Ferry Road, however it also involves a 

substantial flight of steps. An alternative level access to the path [A2] is around 250 metres further east, but there is no easy 

route to cycle to this without direct use either of North Junction Street or Ferry Road, or through a challenging crossing of 

North Junction Street and negotiation of unobvious routes around the nearby tower blocks.  

17 b 
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Recommendations 
 Immediate area 

a As a stakeholder in the area the association should actively support improvements to the pedestrian environment immediately outside the 

property. 

b The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Argyle Street at Portland Street 2: Footway interruption on Portland Street 

  

3: Van blocking footway on Portland Street 4: Footway at minor entrance from Argyle Street 

  

5: North Junction St at Prince Regent Street 6: Prince Regent Street at North Junction Street 
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7: Lindsay Road 250m to northwest 8: Ferry Road at crossing near North Fort St 

  

9: South Fort Street (surface/parking/traffic)  10: Ocean Drive at main crossing location [ODW] 

  

11: Ocean Drive at main crossing location [ODW] 12: Good quality bicycle parking, shopping centre 
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13: Discs marking section of footway for cycling 14: Old industrial access road (cycle route) 

  

15: Pedestrian struggling to cross Great Junction 

St 

16: Large gap in footway on Great Junction Street 

  

17: Access to traffic free path at Largo Place [A1] 18: Exposed crossing of side road at Lindsay Rd 

 


