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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved 

Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
Pitt Street, Leith (Port of Leith Housing Association) 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
 

Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling  around Port of Leith Housing 

Association’s property at Pitt Street, Leith (Edinburgh). 

Area context 
 

This property is on Pitt Street in Leith, in the north of Edinburgh. 

Pitt Street is surfaced with stone setts, referred to colloquially as cobbles. Around 

three fifths of the street is closely bordered by residential tenement style properties, 

generally with three or four storeys. The earliest were constructed in the 1880s but 

some are much newer, and they typically have either a very narrow front garden or 

bridged access from the street to the front door over a narrow excavated/open 

basement. 

The west end of Pitt Street [PS], along with the neighbouring Trafalgar Lane [TL] and 

Trafalgar Street [TS], is a small and distinct residential area. This is bounded to the 

north by Ferry Road [FR], and the west by Newhaven Road [NR]. These roads are 

lined primarily by residential property, but both also carry enough traffic to make 

them more difficult to cross. To the south is area of green land in a former railway 

cutting, now carrying a path [RP]. To the east, approaching South Fort Street [SF], 

the properties are primarily industrial. 

This sits in a wider area which has mixed uses, characterised by residential property 

to the north of the old railway cutting, and more industrial property to the south. The 

area is served by roads with a wide spectrum of character. Ferry Road appears to 

the most heavily trafficked in the local area. 

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 
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Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [PS] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

PS  Pitt Street 
TL Trafalgar Lane 
TS Trafalgar Street 
FR Ferry Road 
NR Newhaven Road 
SF South Fort Street 
BG Bonnington Grove 
A1-4 Path access 

NR  Newhaven Road 
NF North Fort Street 
LR Lindsay Road 
IA Access road 
GJ Great Junction St 
LW  Leith Walk 
SM1/2 Supermarkets 
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Observations 
Immediate area 

  

Footway quality in and near Pitt Street [PS] is mixed, however issues with parking (below) generally outweigh other 

considerations. 

1  

Some locations on Pitt Street have dropped kerbs with designs which leave very little level footway surface. 1  

Parking on Pitt Street, and the neighbouring Trafalgar Lane [TL], is being allowed to outweigh the needs of footway users. 

Some areas of footway are only slightly impacted, many are badly impacted, and a significant length of footway is completely 

blocked. This has both a practical effect and an aesthetic effect, defining the street’s character. 

1,2,3, 

4,5,6, 

7 

a,b 

It would seem that there is significant opportunity to change this situation on Pitt Street, by creating a system where parked 

vehicles are positioned to further narrow the available carriageway rather than the footway (if necessary Pitt Street could carry 

only one-way traffic as it has access at both ends). 

2 a,b 

Footways on parts of Trafalgar Lane [TL] are given over completely to parked vehicles. However the carriageway is designed 

and marked in a way which suggests that it remains a conventional road (where the carriageway is given over to vehicle use). 

6 a,b 

We observed that waste bins at the junction of Trafalgar Street [TS] and Pitt Street were allowed to block the dropped kerb 

here (reflecting the general clutter provided nearby through encroachment by parked vehicles). 

7 a,b 
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Local routes within these residential streets might cause people with a wide range of disabilities significant difficulties, through 

issues with footway quality or obstruction, or due to the uneven surfaces provided on the carriageway by the stone setts. 

2,7 a,b 

Junctions in this area could be re-designed to significantly narrow the width of carriageway that pedestrians must cross. The 

junction of Pitt Street and Newhaven Road is one of the most problematic locations. Generally the width of carriageway 

available for moving vehicles on Pitt Street itself (within around 10m of the give-way markings) is (approximately) around 5 or 

6 metres, yet pedestrians here cross around 15-18 metres of carriageway. They do so at a location where kerb lines are 

swept so as to allow vehicle speed to be maintained. This carriageway space is an exposed location, where pedestrians are 

(or at least may feel) more liable to injury from vehicles, but where at the same time they cannot see vehicles approaching 

from within Pitt Street. In the image shown in photo 9, pedestrians must cross around the first quarter of the carriageway 

before being able to see oncoming traffic from the right, while moving into a location where they are more at risk from traffic 

turning into the street (from behind, then also from ahead). 

8,9 a,b 

There are few locations on these residential streets where pedestrians can cross carriageway space without first needing to 

move onto an area on the carriageway where they can see around parked vehicles. This is true both within the streets (where 

it is usually necessary to pass between parked vehicles or other obstructions, thus limiting access and decreasing visibility), 

and at junctions (where this space may be kept clear of parked vehicles but is thus more exposed). 

1,2,3, 

4,5,7, 

8,9 

a,b 

Wider area   

This area is generally one where small local shops are common. There is a convenience-style shop within 100m of the end of 

Pitt Street [SH]. Ferry Road has a variety of smaller shops along its length. 

  

A signed cycle route follows a path nearby, where previously would have been a railway line in a cutting. This passes within 

20 metres south of Pitt Street. It clearly supports journeys on foot, or by bicycle – particularly during daylight hours. It is likely 

that the path becomes significantly less welcoming after dark, and that far fewer people would be prepared to use it. This 

provides potential traffic-free routes toward (and to within around 1km of) Princes Street and Waverley Station. It connects to 

a number of other similar paths to the west, and supports traffic-free routes toward the northwest of the city, and (indirectly) to 

an area west of the city centre (the closest being at around 700m west of Haymarket Station). 

10 c 
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There is no good quality access to this path nearby. The closest access is by steep narrow steps below Newhaven Road [A1]. 

There is a better quality set of steps [A2] at a park about 150m east of the end of Pitt Street, however these still provide 

difficult access – although they can be reached using a narrow unwelcoming path away from larger roads. There is level 

access to a connecting path around 500m east of the end of Pitt Street [A3], however the only sensible route to reach this is 

on Ferry Road. If Newhaven Road can be crossed (not necessarily safe for all without a walk 100m north to the signalised 

junction with Ferry Road) then Bonnington Grove provides a quiet route west for around 200m to an excellent level access to 

this path network [A4]. Unfortunately Bonnington Grove is a one-way street (westwards) and it is therefore a poor option for a 

return journey (the nearest level route in this direction would utilise a 300m route using Ferry Road and Newhaven Road, both 

which provide conditions which most people wouldn’t consider for cycling).  

10,11, 

12,13 

c 

There are many potential predictable destinations that people might want to walk or cycle to around this area. We assessed 

routes to supermarkets as representative of other practical journeys. 

  

There is a supermarket around 1km north of Pitt Street. The obvious route to this on foot uses the footways of Newhaven 

Road for most of the journey. These are generally fairly well overlooked, although there are some more isolated sections, and 

beyond quality issues there are no unusual challenges. The final stages involve crossing Lindsay Road [LR] at a major two 

stage crossing (over 4 lanes). It is also notable that the final access to this supermarket is beside a wide sweeping industrial 

style access road, with in places 4 potential lanes of traffic (although with an incongruous 20mph speed limit marked on the 

lanes). 

This journey does not appear to be one that most people would consider by bicycle. Newhaven Road itself offers traffic 

conditions that most people who aren’t already confident in busy traffic would consider to be unacceptable for bicycle use – 

and the most northern section of this has a carriageway on a hill with very poor quality setts as a surface. A parallel route on 

North Fort Street [NF] involves a quieter street, but one which has extensive sections of poor quality setted surface, and either 

a 300m stretch of Lindsay Road or an unwelcoming and unattractive old industrial access [IA] road (which is signed for 

cycling, but which many may find intimidating, particularly after dark).  

13,14, 

15,16, 

17 

d 

There is a supermarket around 800m southeast of Pitt Street [SM2], at the north end of Leith Walk [LW]. The environment 

around this supermarket is more urban (less industrial). Walking routes to this, of which there are many, are likely to be 

18 d 
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around 1.3km. Routes along Ferry Road and Great Junction Street [GJ] are generally overlooked by properties with ‘active 

frontage’. During the audit (weekday daytime) pedestrians at the junction at the north end of Leith Walk were experiencing 

some difficulty crossing the road at times (despite a ‘green man’ signal) due to queuing traffic.  

In general the industrial feel of the area to the south of Pitt Street, combined with there being only two bridges across the site 

of the old railway, presents a barrier to walking and cycling.  

For journeys on foot Newhaven Road appears to play an important role, with levels of pedestrian and vehicle activity and 

sufficiently mixed usage so that it has the potential to remain more welcoming after dark. However this does not appear to 

offer conditions which many people would find acceptable for cycling.  

South Fort Street has a poor quality setted surface (“cobbles”) and the level of traffic movement here is higher than might be 

expected from what looks like a smaller access street on maps, making cycling uninviting. It offers a very industrial 

environment (with little active frontage) which many people on foot or cycling seem likely to find intimidating after dark.  

 d 
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Recommendations 
 Immediate area 

a The association, as a local stakeholder, should make itself aware of the issues around parking and conditions for pedestrians around the 

immediate Pitt Street environment.  

b The association, as a local stakeholder, should consider playing a part in representations to the local authority in regard to conditions for 

pedestrians in the immediate Pitt Street environment. 

c The association, as a local stakeholder, should consider providing support for changes to allow easier access to the nearby cycle route. 

d The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

 

.



10 

 

Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Pitt Street footway (south side, west end) 2: Pitt Street (west end looking east) 

  

3: Pitt Street footway (south side, west end) 4: Pitt Street footway (south side, east end) 

  

5: Pitt Street footway (north side, east end) 6: Trafalgar Lane (west end) 
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7: Pitt St at Trafalgar Street 8: Pitt Street at Newhaven Road 

  

9: Junction of Pitt Street and Newhaven Road 10: Closest access to cycle route [A1] 

  

11: Secondary access to cycle route [A2] 12: Bonnington Grove (one-way signage) 
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13: Conditions on Newhaven Road at Pitt Street 14: More isolated location on Newhaven Road  

  

15: Crossing of Lindsay Rd near supermarket 16: Very poor quality setted surface, Newhaven Rd 

  

17: Old industrial access parallel to Lindsay Road 18: Traffic queue blocking pedestrian crossing 

 


