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We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling  around Port of Leith Housing 

Association’s property at Dunkeld Place, Comrie Crescent, Fintrie Terrace and 

Flemming Way, in Hillhouse, Hamilton. 

Area context 

 

The project is to provide secure parking for 20 bikes in one corner of a larger green 

area, for which Link Housing is responsible. This will be available to people in a 

range of surrounding properties managed by Link Housing, including from Dunkeld 

Place, Birnam Place, Comrie Crescent, Fintrie Terrace and Flemming Way. 

These properties are about 3km from the centre of Hamilton on a gentle north-east 

facing slope, about 80m above the town. They lie in a relatively well defined 

residential area bounded to the north-west and south-east by Red Burn and Earnock 

Burn, to the south-west by the line of the former Blantyre to Strathaven railway 

(closed 1953) and to the north-east by the busy Hillhouse Road. The area is 

predominantly social housing from around the 1950s and early 1960s, Streets are 

narrow (typically space for 2 lanes with no additional provision for parked cars). 

There are two local primary schools and a number of small convenience stores.  

Audit context 

 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 
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Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 

 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BF] - to the points marked on this map. 

DP  Project 
C Traffic calming 
BS Bus stop 
P Path 
UPS  Udson Primary 
NPS  St Ninian Primary 
HR Hillhouse Road 
SC Signalised crossing 
 

PI Pedestrian refuge  
UR Udston Road 
FR Farm Road 
SJ St John Ogilvie H. School 
HS Hill Street 
PA  Pollock Avenue 
WR Wellhall Road 
ER Earnock Road 
WO Woodfoot Road 
SM1/2 supermarkets 
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Observations 
Project 

  

The proposed location [DP] is at the bottom edge of a fairly steeply sloping grass area. The area feels rather uncared for, with 

litter, including broken glass present. It is well overlooked and easily accessible to Dunkeld Place.  

 1 a 

Properties in Dunkeld Place, Birnam Place and Fintrie Terrace are all within 100-150m of the site. Some properties in Comrie 

Crescent and Flemming Way would have a 200-300m walk to the proposed site, and Comrie Crescent is uphill from the site. 

There is currently a path along the rear of the Comrie Street properties. A new path from this to the site would require steps or 

a long zigzag - there is a descent of about 10m over around 25m. 

  

Immediate area   

Footways in the area around the project site are generally relatively wide, and in relatively good condition. Dropped kerbs are 

present at appropriate crossing points. 

  

Dunkeld Place, Birnam Place and Fintrie Terrace are very narrow and local people seem to choose to park on one specific side 

of the street, many partially on the footway. There would not be space for many larger vehicles (e.g. of delivery van size) to 

pass without this. Comrie Crescent and Fleming Way are slightly wider but this parking on both sides of the street here causes 

even greater obstruction to footways. Footways are blocked further by bins awaiting collection. 

A street like Comrie Crescent can be improved for pedestrians by formalising a narrow running lane and parking space and 

providing regular footway build out space between parked vehicles, which makes it significantly easier to cross the street (and 

2, 3, 

4, 5 
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with good planning can also provide space for bin storage to keep the footway clear). There is one example of a treatment of 

the carriageway which comes close to this on Comrie Crescent [C], however this is marked as if it is assumed that there is two 

way flowing traffic, and clearly has been considered as traffic calming rather than as a pedestrian space. Given that only a 

single lane is available in any case, the priority signage here is unnecessary clutter (and may even encourage speed) and is 

clearly out of step with actual carriageway conditions (photo 5 shows a van parked on priority markings on the carriageway). 

There is an area which seems to have been designed as parkland between Dunkeld Place and Fintrie Terrace. However very 

large areas of sealed surface are present (much larger areas than are shown on mapping from the original 1960s layout), and 

the grassland lacks any interest. 1960s mapping indicates the presence of trees in this area. It may be that the narrowed area 

of Dunkeld Place leading up to this space receives very little traffic, given that parking is available close by and that this need 

not remain as normal carriageway.  

6  

A pathway runs east from this area towards the nearby Udston Primary School [UPS]  (140m). It appears it will be well lit, and 

close to and overlooked by properties. The path also runs west to Comrie Crescent (with uphill steps or a ramp option). It 

appears to be well lit, and close to and overlooked by properties 

7,9  

Slightly longer routes beginning east on this pathway lead to Hillhouse Road [HR] (500m, including 50m along Yetholm Terrace 

in front of the school), Clarkwell Road (600m) and St Ninian’s Primary School [NPS] (600m).  Parts of this route are marked 

with (upright) signs specifically as space where pedestrians and people cycling share the path. Some surface markings are 

unhelpfully reminiscent of a road end incongruously implying busy two-way traffic in this narrow space, rather than occasional 

bicycle use on a pathway. Markings on the footway of Yetholm Terrace seem to have been intended to separate pedestrians 

from people cycling, but with a design which seems very unlikely to be effective.  

8  

Slightly longer routes beginning west on this path lead uphill to Townhill Road/Bankholm Brae (200m) and Westerpark Avenue 

(600m, more seriously uphill). Bus stops [BS] on Townhill Road/Bankholm Brae are served by frequent local services (First 

226) and a rush hour only express service to Glasgow city centre (First X1). Parts of this path are marked specifically as space 

where pedestrians and people cycling share the path (although it seems likely that cycling is legal on all of these paths), but 

sections of what might otherwise act as a cycle route are disjointed and convoluted, for example ending/joining on ordinary 

footway beside the carriageway. The section of path to the southwest of Townhill Road (Bankhill Brae), linking to Westerpark 

10  
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Avenue [P], appears to be lit, but is not overlooked and therefore may feel unwelcoming or unsafe, particularly after dark. 

Most of the streets within this residential area are fairly narrow, have good footways on both sides and are closely overlooked 

from the housing. Little traffic was observed during daytime weekday hours, and that moved slowly. There is the potential for 

relatively good conditions for walking and cycling. Where levels of on-street parking are greater conditions for cycling may be 

slightly more complex, with difficult sight lines, and oncoming vehicles, and the level of safety provided may vary considerably. 

Two of the busier streets, Townhill Road/Brankholm Brae and Clarkwell Road, are bus routes, and are wider, with much less 

on-street parking (in many parts). These may easily create conditions more threatening than many would accept for cycling. 

 b 

Wider area   

To the northeast the residential area is bordered by Hillhouse Road [HR]. This is a busy road, taking a significant flow of traffic 

to and from the East Kilbride Expressway (and the wider motorway network). There are four signalised crossings [SC] and two 

pedestrian islands [PI] along its length. With normal daytime traffic it is almost impossible to cross anywhere else, even if a fit 

confident pedestrian. 

Hillhouse Road appears to have been built to have two parallel carriageways (as a boulevard or dual carriageway). 

Subsequently the southwest carriageway has been repurposed to serve for access and parking purposes. This carriageway is 

quiet, is reasonably well overlooked, providing a possible cycle and pedestrian route alongside the main carriageway - from 

Clarkwell Road to Wellhall Road. North of Clarkwell Road, large sections of Hillhouse Road are not overlooked meaning 

pedestrians might find the environment unwelcoming or more threatening after dark. 

There is a small supermarket (Tesco Express) [SM1], accessible by a signalised crossing, at the junction with Pollock Avenue. 

There are cycle racks provided here. 

11  

To the southeast the immediate residential area is bordered by Wellhall Road [WR] (which becomes Earnock Road). This is 

much less busy than Hillhouse Road and it seems likely that a reasonable proportion of people would find it relatively easy to 

cross. It may also be uncrossable for some, given its width and a lack of points designed for this purpose.  

12  
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It serves a large number of residential estates and it is possible it gets much busier during the rush hour. Two of the four side 

roads joining Wellhall Road have extremely wide swept corners on the footways, supporting entry at some speed from the 

Wellhall Road. This means that if pedestrians wish to cross the side road at a narrower section of carriageway they must walk 

some distance into the side road, whereupon they can no longer see vehicles intending to turn into the road. The other two 

side roads have much tighter lines, meaning that crossing is likely to be easier. 

It seems likely that the junction of Hillhouse Road and Wellhall Road should necessarily act as a key entry/exit point for anyone 

walking or cycling to and from central parts of Hamilton. This is a substantial roundabout complex and has a feel somewhat 

more akin to a motorway service station access and area. There are however signalised crossings [SC] over both roads. 

13  

Wellhall Road leads downhill into Hamilton town centre (about 3km). This section is busy as it appears to take around half of 

the traffic to/from Hillhouse Road (the other half using Pollock Avenue). Footways are relatively narrow, the carriageway is 

wide and carries fast moving traffic and there is no provision for cycling - it seem likely that very few people would consider 

cycling here. Some parts are not overlooked at all, making it much less welcoming for pedestrians (and people cycling). 

The nearest large supermarket (Aldi)[SM2] to the property is about 400m further west from this junction along Wellhall Road.  

This is accessed from a large multi-lane roundabout. Pedestrians must walk past the entrance and back on themselves (across 

an open area of car park) to access it, due to fencing alongside the footway. It seems clear that the store does not expect 

pedestrian traffic from this direction. A cycle rack is provided. 

14  

One alternative route toward Hamilton town centre could begin along Woodford Road [WO]. This does not have the heavy 

traffic of Wellhall Road but still requires the negotiation of the same complex roundabout junction. Long sections are also not 

overlooked, and it appears to be quite busy, therefore providing conditions few seem likely to accept for cycling. 

  

Other alternative routes somewhat toward Hamilton town centre lead downhill (all involve a significant descent) from Hillhouse 

Road. 

Pollock Avenue [PA] is clearly built as a semi-industrial distributor road, with access by a complex roundabout, which would act 

as a major barrier to cycling. This is also not overlooked for substantial sections. It takes around half of the heavy flow of traffic 

16, 

17, 

18 
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to/from Hillhouse Road and would be unlikely to provide a pleasant environment for walking, even in daylight. 

Hill Street [HS] has much lower levels of traffic (because it has no access to Hillhouse Road) and is overlooked by houses. 

People cycling from Clarkwell Road would need to dismount to cross Hillhouse Road on foot, using the nearby signalised 

crossing, walking a further 30-40m along the footway to access Hill Street. 

Farm Road [FR] is busier than Hill Street (it is a bus route), but is still predominantly residential. However it is further from 

crossings over Hillhouse Road (except at school hours when there is a school crossing patrol close to its junction). It provides a 

route to a local post office [PO] and to St John Oglivie High School [SJ]. 

Udston Road [UR] is much quieter, but is not overlooked, with blind bends and no footways for some sections. Nevertheless it 

was observed to be providing an important route from St John Oglivie High School. It seems likely that many would find it 

unwelcoming, even on a bicycle, after dark.   

The use of any of these four routes in travelling toward more central parts of Hamilton leads to Burnbank Road, which has a 

dual-carriageway design with very limited crossing opportunities, and which in places lacks footway altogether. A potential 

route (around 900m) can be seen on close inspection of mapping, toward the centre of Hamilton, joining several short sections 

of path and footway (along old railway land, potentially well hidden by undergrowth), and short sections of residential roads, 

however this simply results in users ending up at a different set of very large vehicle-focused roads and junctions. 

Hamilton International Technology Park lies immediately to the north. This is obviously a major source of employment and also 

hosts the principal campus of the University of the West of Scotland. Unfortunately the only route of any kind in this direction is 

along Hillhouse Road. This section of Hillhouse Road (photo 15) is not overlooked at all, has a 40mph speed limit, and leads to 

the East Kilbride Expressway. The footways are relatively narrow given the volume and speed of the traffic, and this is not a 

welcoming environment for people on foot or on a bicycle.  

15  

Calderside Academy, the local non-denominational secondary school, lies further to the north - about 2km as the crow flies, 

and 3km by the shortest pedestrian route, which involves a complicated and unwelcoming underpass arrangement under a 

roundabout which is under the East Kilbride Expressway. All other routes in this direction are blocked by the Expressway. The 
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Calderside Academy website advertises that a bus is provided for access to the school from Hillhouse.  

There are only two other routes out of the immediate residential area: Earnock Road [ER] and the surfaced path [P] discussed 

above - linking Townhill Road and Westerpark Avernue. 

Earnock Road seems mainly to serve residential estates, but leads ultimately to East Kilbride (9km). It may have heavy traffic 

during the rush hour. 

The path from Townhill Road leads uphill (an ascent of about 30m over around 350m) onto Westerpark Avenue. The route is 

not overlooked will be unwelcoming to many at most times of the day, and everyone at night. Its main function seems to be to 

provide access from the housing estates along Westerpark Avenue to the bus services on Townhill Road. 

10  

During the auditor’s visit nobody was seen cycling. The whole area is relatively hilly. There are cycle parking facilities at the two 

supermarkets but they were not in use. The hills together with the barriers above, and particularly the traffic on (and design of) 

Hillhouse Road and Wellhall Road, are likely to be a very significant deterrent to people using bicycles for longer journeys. 

Distances on foot to significant locations are relatively large, with a need to negotiate unpleasant or difficult pedestrian 

environments. These factors are likely to make walking unattractive option for anyone with access to a vehicle.  

 c 
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a The proposed site is at street level, well overlooked and, as far as it was possible to tell, well lit. Nevertheless the association might choose 

to monitor whether concerns over security limit its use. Access through the fence from Dunkeld Place should be constructed in a way that 

makes it easy to wheel a loaded bicycle. 

 Immediate and wider area 

b The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

c The association should take note of the specific barriers to walking and cycling discussed above, possibly with a focus on barriers toward 

the town centre and towards Hamilton International Technology Park.   

d The association could seek to provide, or to support the provision of, information for residents on walking and cycling. This could include 

suitable local routes (given that these are limited locally), advice on using bicylces in daily life (for example, on security, carrying shopping, 

dealing with weather) and information on sources of support (for example organisations, local cycle repairers etc). 
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Supporting photos 

  

1: Proposed location of bike storage 2: Parking on footway in Birnam Place 

 
 

3: Parking on footway in Comrie Crescent 4: Footway blocked on Dunkeld Place 

  

5: Narrowing carriageway on Comrie Crescent 6: From Fintrie Terrace towards Dunkeld Place 
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7: Pathway towards Udston Primary School 8: Pathway towards Hillhouse Road 

  

9: Pathway towards Comrie Crescent 10: Pathway towards Westerpark Avenue 

  

11: Hillhouse Road (main carriageway, right) 12: Wellhall Road 
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13: Hillhouse Road/Wellhall Road junction 14: Wellhall Road 

  

15: Hillhouse Road, at northwest of area 16: Farm Road 

  

17: Hill Street 18: Pollock Avenue 

 


