
0 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved 

Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions, Dean 
Court, Westhill, Aberdeenshire (Grampian Housing) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed  conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling  around the Grampian Housing property at 

Dean Court, Westhill (Aberdeenshire) 

Area context 
 

This property is a low-rise building, comprising of two blocks of flats. Each block of 

flats. has a communal entrance. To the immediate front of the property there are 

shrubs bordering the shared pathways, leading up to and along the properties. There 

is a car park with multiple parking spaces [CP]. There are paths at each side of the 

property leading to a shared drying area at the rear of the property. 

The project is to provide locked storage for bicycles.  

The property sits in an area of mostly residential detached and semi-detached 

houses. Most of these have individual driveways although parking on the street at the 

time of the audit was heavy (including some cars parked upon the pavement). There 

is a Holiday Inn hotel [HI] adjacent to the property. Traffic around the entranceways 

to the hotel was busy.  

Dean Court is situated in Westhill which is a large, ‘new town’ style development to 

the west of Aberdeen. Westhill was built since the late 1960s and has a general 

street layout which reflects this, with many of the smaller residential streets being cul-

de-sacs or similar, each of which leads to a larger class of road, and within one or 

two junctions to a distributor style road. These distributor type roads are designed 

specifically to move vehicles rather than as mixed-purpose streets, typically being 

much wider and with no active frontage.  

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  
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It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  

Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BF] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

CP  property car park 
KA Kinmundy Avenue 
HI Hotel 
E End of Kinmundy Av 
SM1 Supermarket 
W Walkway 
WSC Shopping centre 
WR Westhill Road 

HW Hay Way 
WA Westhill Academy 
PS Primary School 
ED Westhill Drive 
PA Pedestrian access 
SM2 Supermarket 
BP Business park 
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Observations 
Project 

  

Some potential locations for the bicycle parking may feel a little isolated from the main building, not being perhaps not so 

obviously ‘owned’ by the property. How well the parking is overlooked will be important – and should be monitored after 

installation. Some hotel bedrooms overlook areas of the car park. Not all areas are visible to all properties at Dean Court. 

 1 a,b 

The property is accessed by walking along paths to the left and right of the access from Kinmundy Avenue. To join the paths 

leading directly up to the property, pedestrians must cross the car park.  There is a ramped access to the front door, but no 

corresponding dropped kerbs on the footways, meaning that level access to the footways means travelling nearly to 

Kinmundy Avenue (which is not ideal because pedestrians here can be hidden from vehicles arriving from the west by the 

undergrowth). There are dropped kerbs supporting crossing of this access driveway, but the kerb line here is noticeably 

swept, as if to allow vehicles entering and leaving to do so without significantly slowing down. 

2,3  

Immediate area   

Kinmundy Avenue [KA], immediately outside the property, is challenging for journeys by bicycle or on foot. The street is very 

narrow, compounded by the number of vehicles parked along one side of the street.  At the time of the audit there were 

vehicles parked upon the pavement at the opposite side. There is not enough space for two cars to pass each other. 

4  

Outside the property the footway surface is of good quality. The kerb lines at the entrance to the hotel (the hotel has two car 

parks which are entered and exited via Kinmundy Avenue) and at the entrance from Dean Court to Kinmundy Avenue are 

noticeably swept, which adds to a sense of busyness and a need for pedestrians to be very alert.   
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The bins in this immediate local area are stored away from the pavement when they are not being collected but will cause 

some obstruction when they are on the pavement for collection. 

18  

The end of Kinmudy Avenue [E], exiting on to Westhill Drive receives the same treatment, with highly swept kerb lines, 

facilitating flow of traffic – and increasing risks to pedestrians crossing here. 

5  

Any longer trip by bicycle on these streets leads quickly to one of the distributor roads – and these are unlikely to offer 

conditions which most people would consider acceptable for cycling. The design of Westhill specifically seems to have 

avoided situations where the residential streets meet the distributor roads to create a crossroads – meaning that the 

residential streets do not allow for a quiet back-street cycling network. 

  

The closest supermarket (Aldi) [SM1] is only around 200 metres away. Access to this seems only to be possible from Westhill 

Drive (the closest of the distributor roads). There is no access which avoids this. There is sheltered bicycle parking available 

at the front, adjacent to the trolley areas, but it is not clear that this is its function as it looks very similar to the trolley area and 

there is no signage. 

6  

There is also a Marks and Spenser store, as part of the Westhill Shopping Centre [WSC] – which acts as the town centre. 

This is around 250 metres away as the crow flies, but pedestrian access is on the footways of Westhill Drive and Old Skene 

Road, a journey closer to twice this (500 metres). Access to the Shopping Centre via Old Skene Road is either via a staircase 

leading to the path at Costa Coffee or a walk through the middle of the very busy shopping centre car park. The main access 

to the Shopping Centre has the highly swept kerbs, giving priority to those driving. 

7-11  

There is an alternative walkway [W] to the shopping centre from the supermarket car park, but there is no signage to indicate 

that this is a feasible route. The car park at Aldi is shared with an Indian restaurant opposite. This path is not obvious nor well-

marked and as it runs to the rear of the shops (and is not overlooked). 

7-11  

There is a large area within of the car park of the shopping centre, which is available for bicycle parking, but during the time of 

the visit there were no bicycles present. 

7-11  
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Wider area   

Typically between streets of Westhill are paths designed to allow pedestrian movement away from vehicles. These are often 

of a ‘back path’ design, hidden behind fences or undergrowth, or around the back of buildings. Such paths tend to be useful 

mostly in daylight hours. Most or all of the distributor roads do seem to have footways (unlike many actual new towns). These 

may nonetheless remain unwelcoming for pedestrians after dark because of the lack of active frontage, and uninteresting for 

walking even in daylight. The relative lack of density in the design means it can be a fairly long walk to key destinations. 

  

Westhill has one larger supermarket, which is a Tesco store [SM2]. This has a very limited amount of bicycle parking at the 

immediate front of the store. The walk or cycle to this is less than 1km. 

12-15  

As on other distributor roads, large parts of the obvious pedestrian route (along Westhill Drive [WD]) to this supermarket are 

not overlooked from any active building frontage, and some are comparatively isolated, with significant green areas and 

undergrowth – making it likely that this is a less welcoming route after dark. There are sections of dashed white line on some 

isolated parts of Westhill Drive, which may be intended to support cycling, however these are very narrow, and they simply 

stop at the approach to the two roundabouts on this route. It seems unlikely that these make conditions significantly safer on 

the route (and there it has been argued that cycle lanes which are too narrow may increase risks and poor behaviour toward 

people cycling). During the audit, a near miss was witnessed on the roundabout at Westhill Drive and Old Skene Road - 

between a car and a cyclist. While the distance to this supermarket would potentially be much faster on a bicycle, and more 

pleasant than walking along more isolated footways, it seems unlikely that many people would consider these conditions 

acceptable for cycling. Observations of this route were taken on a Sunday when it would be anticipated that traffic would be 

lighter, yet the level of traffic was considerable.  If on weekdays industrial and agricultural traffic are also present they may 

add to the challenges of walking and cycling this route, with additional noise, exhaust emissions, and spray. 

12-15  

The most direct pedestrian access [PA] from road to supermarket site is unwelcoming (with the other access being at the 

opposite side of the site). It seems clear that it is anticipated that most custom will arrive by private car. The minimal amount 

of bicycle parking at Tesco adds to this sense.  

12-15  
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There are some routes to this supermarket which could utilise larger sections of path or residential street (potentially providing 

a quieter route by bicycle), however none of these seem to avoid the need to use sections of Westhill Road [WR], or Westhill 

Drive [WD] (both distributor style roads). 

  

There is a large business park in Westhill [BP]. Access to this from the property would most obviously use the same routes as 

discussed above. The park has a fairly typical design, with footways that are not overlooked, and which can be very isolated. 

16  

The closest primary school [PS] is only around 150 metres from the property, and Westhill Academy [WA] is only around 450 

metres away, however access to both of these demands use of Westhill Drive, which has no active building frontage, and 

seems likely to be unwelcoming after dark (outside busy times). 

17  

Westhill Academy can be accessed by a footpath from Westhill Drive, running alongside Ashdale Hall, a car park and some 

housing.  The path is level and has street lighting but even in daylight our auditor judged that some sections might feel unsafe 

to some pedestrians - as there was no direct frontage onto the path.  

Westhill Academy has two large bicycle shelters plus an unsheltered bicycle rack. 

The main access to Westhill Academy is from Hay’s Way, a wide road with clear, dashed road markings indicating cycle 

lanes. These may support journeys by bicycle for some people in some circumstances (but we note risks that in other 

circumstances they may also encourage those driving to pass closely). We do not judge that these meet the standard most 

people would want to see in order to make them feel that cycling would be a comfortable option on a road of this nature. At 

the entrance there is a blue cycle path sign, with a walkway next to it, although the sign seems to be facing incorrectly. 

17  

Overall trips within Westhill seem to be defined by car usage. The design of the area and its shops and offices have given the 

car priority. There are some token gestures given toward those travelling by bicycle but the lack of bicycle parking at local 

shops indicate the low expectation that people would choose to travel that way. 

 c 

A barrier to walking and cycling is lack of signage highlighting available pedestrian routes, the volume of traffic, the prioritising 

of vehicles over other means of transport and isolated routes. 
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a The association should monitor whether the location chosen for the locked bicycle storage is sufficiently overlooked. 

 Immediate area 

b The association should seek to provide, or to support the provision of,dropped kerbs from the access pathways to those leading to the 

properties. 

c The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

d The association should take note that that the barriers to walking and cycling in this area, and the potential difficulties faced in accessing 

key community amenities except by car may have consequences for the daily life of residents.  

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Potential site for bicycle storage 2: Walkways at the entrance to Dean Court. 

 

 

3. Dropped kerb access to properties. 4: Parking on Kinmundy Avenue, immediately 

outside Dean Court. 
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5: Swept kerbs at the junction of Kinmundy Avenue 

onto Westhill Drive. 

6. Bicycle storage at Aldi Supermarket. 

  

7. Roundabout at Westhill Drive and Old Skene 

Road. 

8. Entrance to Westhill Shopping Centre from Old 

Skene Road. 
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9 . Alternative entrance to Westhill Shopping Centre 

from Old Skene Road. 

10. Bicycle storage at Westhill Shopping Centre. 

  

11. Access to pathway, leading from Aldi Car park 

to Westhill Shopping Centre 

12. Isolate stretch of pathway on Westhill Drive. 



13 

 

 

 

13: Roundabout at bottom of Westhill Drive, leading 

to A944 and Endeavour Drive. 

14. Pedestrian access to Tesco from the A944. 

  

15. Bicycle parking at Tesco. 16. Isolated walkway at Endeavour Drive. 
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17. Walkway from Westhill Drive to Westhill 

Avadmy. 

18: Bin area at Dean Court which could be 

extended to accommodate locked bicycle storage. 

 

 


