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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling 

& Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 

Granary Court, Port Elphinstone (Sanctuary Scotland) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland. This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the Sanctuary Scotland property at  

Granary Court, Port Elphinstone, Inverurie. 

Area context 
Granary Court has 3 storeys, and it is situated at the junction of Shunnery Brae [SB] 

and Canal View [CV]. There is one building entrance from Canal View, and others on 

the other side of the buildings from a footway around the edge of a car park.  

Port Elphinstone is identifiable as a primarily residential area, sitting to the east and 

west of Elphinstone Road [ER], stretching over around 700m north-south and around 

300-500m east-west. The area is closely bounded by the A96 to its west and the 

River Don to its east. The river, changing direction, also acts as a boundary between 

Elphinstone and Inverurie to the north.  

Elphinstone Road appears to provide one of only two access routes into Inverurie by 

vehicle from the A96 Aberdeen-Inverness road. It is notable that there is only one 

crossing point over the river which divides Port Elphinstone and the main part of 

Inverurie, and it carries this road. 

Most local journeys on foot or on a bicycle to more obvious significant locations, 

other than to other residential property in the area or to the primary school which is 

200m from the property, would need to be north across the river into Inverurie. It is 

around a 1-2km trip to the central shopping areas in Inverurie – a journey length 

which would be made substantially quicker using a bicycle rather than walking, and 

further (2-3km) to the larger supermarkets and business parks. 

Audit context  
This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k  

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BH] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

CP Car park (Granary Ct) 
SB Shunnery Brae 
CV Canal View 
OC O’Brien Court 
LP Leslie Place 
ER Elphinstone Road 
SC  Signalised crossing 
SH local shop 
PS Primary school 
Z1/2 zebra crossings 
 

RB1 roundabout 
BP business/industrial parks 
RP retail park 
INV central Inverurie 
HS High Street 
SM1/2/3 supermarkets 
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Observations 
Immediate area   

The footway beside the property on Canal View [CV] ends a few metres south of the property. A dropped/lowered kerbs at the 

junction of Canal View and Shunnery Brae [SB] facilitate access to the footway on the far side of Canal View. 

6  

The footway beside the Granary Court car parking area [CP] was partially obstructed by parked vehicles. 1 a 

Shunnery Brae may provide a key pedestrian route to Elphinstone Road [ER], a local shop [SH] and the primary school [PS]. 7  

Sections of the footway of Shunnery Brae near the property were obstructed by bins. 2 b 

The southern footway of Shunnery Brae (closest to the property) is interrupted by the entrance to the car park, and to O’Brien 

Court [OC]. Access across both is facilitated by relatively good quality dropped kerbs. The kerb line is very gently swept to 

facilitate ease of access by vehicle rather than pedestrian safety and convenience. The narrowest section of O’Brien Court’s 

vehicle access is around 4 metres, but pedestrians cross around 10m of this. The entrance to Pittendrigh Court, which 

interrupts the northern footway, has a similar design. 

3,4 c 

Many of the spaces beside property on Shunnery Brae are used for parking vehicles, and the kerb is therefore lowered along 

a substantial length, with footway crossfall (slope) facilitating vehicle access. Crossfall on footways can make them 

significantly more difficult to navigate using wheelchairs, other mobility aids, and when surfaces are slippery.  

5 c 

At the junction between Shunnery Brae and Elphinstone Road a similar design has been adopted, as discussed for the 

entrance to O’Brien Court. The footway kerb follows a very gently swept line, facilitating vehicle access from Elphinstone 
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Road. There are dropped kerbs here, but giving access to a wide and exposed section of carriageway immediately beside 

Elphinstone Road. The main section of the carriageway of Shunnery Brae is around 5m width, but pedestrians are expected 

to cross around 10m of carriageway. The ‘give-way’ road markings stretch over around 20m. The dropped kerbs are angled 

significantly more toward the centre of the junction, rather than being perpendicular to the likely line of travel. 

There is a signalised crossing [SC] of Elphinstone Road around 100m south of Shunnery Brae, which has fairly high quality 

dropped kerbs and tactile paving, although the narrowness of the footways and the presence of guard railing might constrain 

some movements if a pedestrian was using a mobility scooter.  This should support access to the primary school. There are 

narrowed sections of carriageway on Elphinstone Road just to the north and south of this crossing, provided to accommodate 

the parking of around 7 vehicles, but this narrowing has not been extended to widen footways around the crossing. 

10 d 

There is a small shop (newsagent style) [SH] around 150m south of Shunnery Brae. Reaching this from Shunnery Brae, the 

junction between Elphinstone Road and Leslie Place [LP] provides a contrasting design to that at Shunnery Brae. Leslie 

Place also has a carriageway of around 5m width, and at the dropped kerb pedestrians cross a carriageway of around 5-7m. 

7  

There are stretches of footway on Elphinstone Road which, once features such as lamp posts and cars parked upon the 

pavement are taken into account, do not leave sufficient space so that two people could walk beside one another.  The 

footway narrows and widens at various points.  For example, it widens around the area beside Davidson Field, then narrows 

again on approach to the bridge over the river from Elphinstone Road to St James Place. Given the general traffic conditions 

on Elphinstone Road which we observed, this makes walking toward Inverurie less welcoming. 

7,8,9 

10,11 

12 

d 

There are zebra crossings [Z1][Z2] supporting the crossing of Elphinstone Road. At the zebra crossing [Z1] to the north of the 

property, the auditor observed a near miss between vehicles braking late.  Another similar near miss was observed, when a 

vehicle braked late to avoid a car turning left on to Old Kemnay Road beside this crossing. Together, these observations gave 

the impression that traffic on Elphinstone Road is travelling at an inappropriate speed. 

8,12 d 

It seems fairly unlikely that most people would consider that the conditions provided by Elphinstone Road would be 

acceptable to them for cycling. As Elphinstone Road provides one of the main access routes from the A96 to Inverurie, the 

10,11 

12 

d 
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road has a steady stream of traffic which makes the environment very noisy.  Nobody was observed cycling in this area during 

the time of the audit. 

The River Don flows through the Port Elphinstone area.  There are riverside paths of a sandy nature which would provide a 

pleasant environment for leisure walks. 

  

In broad terms this site is in an area where there is little sign that walking and cycling are encouraged, other than for short 

journeys on foot (evidenced by the formal crossings on Elphinstone Road), which has been designed around facilitating the 

flow of traffic to Inverurie and to the A96.  

 d 

Wider area   

North of the river the route to Inverurie turns on to St James Place via a busy roundabout [RB1]. The footway surface here is 

of a reasonable quality but the pavements dip at regular intervals to facilitate vehicles accessing the road from the front of the 

properties.  This crossfall (slope) may cause pedestrians and wheelchair users difficulties, particularly in frosty or icy weather. 

The auditor observed a pedestrian on a motorised scooter pitching to one side when crossing these dipped pavements. 

 d 

The High Street [HS] through Inverurie has a lot of frontage which is occupied through the day, perhaps less so in the 

evenings. The road is for the most part narrow with with no apparent adaptations to support cycling. The footways vary in their 

condition and width along the length of the road so that in some areas it is more difficult for two people to pass each other. 

 d 

There is a Marks and Spenser food store [SM1] in the central section of Inverurie [INV]. The entrance of this is disconnected 

from the main shopping area and focuses on a car park on the other side of building. Bicycle parking is at the far side of the 

car park, from the entrance to the store.  It is overlooked somewhat by the in-store café but it is a less used area of the car 

park and feels isolated.  

Access to this shopping area is via Burn Lane.  This road is very narrow and on-street parking means that two cars cannot 

pass each other. There are no crossing points on this road and the volume of traffic causes issues for crossing pedestrians. 

13,14 d 
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There is a Lidl supermarket [SM2] around 500 metres further north from the town centre (in a retail park [RP]). Access to this 

is over a narrow bridge, with a steeper hill (and a separate footbridge on one side only), creating conditions which few people 

would find welcoming for cycling. There is no bicycle parking available at Lidl or any other area of the retail park. The 

movement of people throughout the park, either crossing to their vehicles or arriving without a vehicle, requires that they 

remain very aware of risks from moving vehicles. This is particularly the case at the road entrance to the retail park which has 

been poorly designed for pedestrians. The auditor had to halt the flow of traffic to be able to cross the car park, and then 

again to support an elderly couple who were unable to cross and who were looking increasingly distressed. 

15 d 

Morrisons, a large supermarket [SM3] serving the area, seems to be focused on attracting customers using vehicles, being 

sited more than 1 km outside the town centre (around 2.5 km or at least a half hour walk from the property), beside an exit 

(roundabout) from the A96, on the far side of its large car park. 

 d 

There are business parks or more industrial park areas [BP] to the north and west of the town centre, which can be reached 

mostly on residential or town centre roads, and to the south of (and relatively separate from) Port Elphinstone. There is new 

development taking place to the west of the A96. It is notable that pedestrian / cycling access to this uses an underpass [U], 

which is unlikely to be welcoming after dark. Access to the areas south of Port Elphinstone means leaving the urban area 

completely. Around 800m of the footway of the A96 has been signed to allow cycling to this destination, but this seems 

unlikely to provide pleasant conditions, and safe the crossing of the A96 may be challenging.  

 d 

The central area of Inverurie [INV] has a range of smaller shops. A substantial proportion of the central area is either part of 

the carriageway of the roads which meet here or is given over to space for car parking. There are only two bicycle parking 

rails at the Market Place car park. Shops are concentrated on one side (west) of the central area rather than surrounding it. 

Junctions at the roundabout at the north end of the High Street [HS] are very wide and crossing demands a significant level of 

awareness by pedestrians as vehicles are not encouraged to slow down in this area. There are sweeping kerbs on all 

approaches and no traffic signals or other formalised crossings here. 

16,17 

18 

d 

In general journeys in this area are defined by the priority given to the flow of motorised vehicle traffic. Additional barriers to 

walking and cycling include the lack of safer places to cross more major carriageways. 

 d 
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Recommendations 
 Immediate area 

a Sanctuary should consider means to controlling the parking of vehicles, so as to ensure that the footway around the car park is not 

obstructed.   

b Sanctuary should ensure that bins belonging to its residents do not obstruct the footway. If this is difficult because footway space is 

limited, it should work with the local authority to widen footway space, or to find an alternative location bins awaiting collection. 

c As a stakeholder in the local area, Sanctuary should consider active support for improving conditions for pedestrians immediately around 

Granary Court, and between this and Elphinstone Road. 

d The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking and cycling that residents face, on the basis that it 

can add weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Footway, Granary Court car park. 2:.Shunnery Brae, obstructed footway 

  

3: Shunnery Brae at O’Brien Court (red suggests 

better kerb line to match width of carriageway) 

4, Shunnery Brae at O’Brien Court (red suggests 

better kerb line to match width of carriageway) 

  

5: Shunnery Brae, access over footway to parking 6: Canal View (footway end, south of property) 
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7: Elphinstone Road at local shop [SH]. 8: Old Kemnay Road at Elphinstone Road  

(zebra crossing [Z1]) 

 
 

9: Parking on pavement further narrowing the 

footway of Elphinstone Road. 

10. Signalised crossing [SC] of Elphinstone Road 

  

11: Narrowing footway, Elphinstone Road, 

bridge over River Don. 

12: Elphinstone Road zebra crossing [Z1]. 
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13: Bicycle parking at Marks and Spencer. 14: Burns Lane. 

  

15: Footbridge, Oldmeldrum Road (to Lidl). 16: Bicycle parking at Market Square. 

  

17: Central inverurie Shopping area. 18: Wide junctions in central Inverurie. 

 


