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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling 

& Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions, Raglan 
Street, Glasgow (Queens Cross Housing Association) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling  around the Queens Cross Housing 

Association property at Raglan Street., Glasgow 

Area context 
 

The Raglan Street property has around 8 levels, with the one building [R] stretching 

over around 200 metres. 

The property is within a residential area bordered by the M8 motorway to the south, 

Maryhill Road [MR] to the west, and Garscube Road [GR] to the east. Both of the 

latter appear to have been constructed on the basis that their carriageways should 

be wide enough for 4 lanes of traffic, and they carry traffic at greater speed and 

volumes (and are closely linked to the M8). Garscube Road in particular (in this 

vicinity) has very little residential property facing it, and buildings set back from the 

carriageway. St George’s Road [GR] runs (east-west) immediately to the north of the 

property, and is of a relatively similar design.  

The project is providing bicycle parking beside the property. 

There are a Lidl supermarket [SM] and other shops around 300m northwest of the 

properties, and parts of Maryhill Road have smaller shops in the base of the 

tenement buildings which border the road. There appear to be bus routes on all three 

of the larger roads – Garscube Road, St George’s Road and Maryhill Road. 

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

will we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling 

Scotland in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on 

opportunities and barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The 

Methodology for the audits is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and 

Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment, may 

only able to influence other aspects, and may in some cases have no direct influence 

at all, however this report may be useful in approaching those who do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report should be checked with 

local residents, who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where 

they live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from a 

number of sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory 

authorities but also community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [BF] - to the points marked on this map. 

 

R Raglan St property 
T Cedar Ct tower blocks 
SM Supermarket 
MR Maryhill Road 
SGR St Georges Road 
BS Bike storage 
GR Garscube Road 
GC Garscube Cross 
BB Baird’s Brae 
TU Tunnel 
C Canal towpath 
S Primary schools 
A  Abercorn school 
U1/2 Underpasses 
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Observations 
Project 

  

There are two existing bicycle storage boxes [BS] close to Garscube Road, at the base of the eastern ‘Cedar Court’ high-rise 

block. These clearly are used (4 bicycles stored in what seemed to be 8 possible spaces when we visited). With large areas 

locally which are already surfaced it seems unfortunate that these are on new concrete foundations on what was previously 

grass.  

 1 a 

There are some areas around the property which are significantly more overlooked than others (where it is relatively likely that 

people within the property can see activity outside it).   

2,3 a 

Immediate area   

There seem to be many local pedestrian routes immediately around the property which require negotiation of kerbs, with no 

drop-kerb or level options.  

4 b 

Footway widths in the immediate area are relatively generous, but many of these surfaced areas show considerable 

deterioration. The negotiation of such areas will be more hazardous for people who are less steady on their feet, or people 

with visual impairments. 

5 c 

In broad terms this immediate area seems likely to provide an environment where people can find cut-through and back street 

routes carrying low levels of slow moving traffic, which are likely to make cycling and walking more pleasant. Routes of this 

kind, navigated by bicycle, tend to require significant compromises on speed and flow, and are indirect. 
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The property has a crowded parking area to the north, with some vehicles squeezed onto space which might otherwise 

support pedestrian usage. However this area of parking is relatively well contained when compared to the length of the 

building.  

6 b,d 

While there was evidence of pedestrians taking routes across grass areas here there were options relatively nearby for those 

who wanted to stay on surfaced areas.    

7  

Parking restrictions to the south of the property made for a space free of vehicles (at the time of our visit). This helped to 

make the block feel part of a distinctive residential area to the south of St Georges Road. This area generally has quiet streets 

with low levels of slow moving traffic, streets with signs of human life. The design of the housing in this area means that many 

of the footways, cut-throughs and streets feel to be fairly closely overlooked by the neighbouring properties. 

4  

The width of Garscube Road, the level of traffic carried by it, and the speed of this traffic, mean it acts as a significant barrier 

to pedestrians. There are signalised crossings (for all directions) at Garscube Cross [GC].  

8 e 

There is a southbound bus stop around 100 metres north of Garscube Cross, which can be accessed using the signalised 

crossings (crossing around 7 traffic lanes in at least 3 stages). 

  

Wider area   

St George’s Road can be crossed at a two stage signalised crossing at its junction with North Woodside Road [WR]. This is 

relevant because North Woodside Road offers a relatively obvious pedestrian route toward the nearest supermarket [SM]. To 

the north of St George’s Road the street is relatively welcoming for both walking and cycling, Generally it is overlooked for 

almost all of its length from the neighbouring properties and we assume it remains relatively welcoming after dark. The 

signalised crossing of St George’s Road and the area of North Woodside Road may be less welcoming as the area close to 

the local tower blocks [T] is somewhat less well overlooked. 

9  

The supermarket entrance has a ramped access at an obvious place on North Woodside Road (avoiding routes through the 

car park). 
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Access from the property to the local primary schools is generally on quieter streets, or through ‘cut-through’ routes. The 

schools are within around 350 metres of the properties.  

10  

There is no entrance to Abercorn Secondary School [A] from this residential area, with the school fence blocking access. It 

appears that the only entrance is from Garscube Road. There is a (relatively unwelcoming) pedestrian cut-through from the 

residential area to Garscube Road along the school’s fence line. It is understood that this is not the ordinary catchment school 

for the area, however we found this lack of connection to the neighbouring residential area a surprise. 

  

Motor traffic cannot enter or leave either the eastern or western arms of North Woodside Road [WR] at the point it crosses 

Maryhill Road. This may be a key place for routes based on cycling in quieter streets to cross Maryhill Road. There are the 

remains of painted lanes, with some dropped kerbs making it easier make this journey. However there is no signalised 

crossing of Maryhill Road aligned with this route – although one exists around 60 metres south, which might be accessed on 

foot along the footway.  

11  

It seems likely that this crossing of Maryhill Rd may offer a key route to young people accessing Hillhead High School, either 

on foot or by bicycle. Routes by bicycle are compromised by the need to utilise Great Western Road, and to negotiate a one-

way system for around the last 500 metres of the 1.5km route – which seem likely to require pushing bicycles on the footway. 

  

There are some alternative places where it may be possible to choose a route west from the properties on a bicycle, although 

crossings of Maryhill Road may be difficult in most locations. There seem to be options for quieter back street cycling to the 

west of Maryhill Road. 

  

Garscube Road, the more industrial area to its east, and the canal east of that, together create a significant barrier for walking 

and cycling to the east of the properties. There is a route across the canal at Baird’s Brae [BB] which seems welcoming in 

daylight, but which is likely to be less so after dark. The tunnel [TU] on Possil Road, to the east of Garscube Cross, provides 

an environment where few people are likely to want to cycle. 

8,12, 

13 

e 

The motorway, and the wider zone of depopulation which it creates, provide a significant barrier to walking and cycling to the 

south, significantly separating the area from the city centre, which is only around 700-900 metres away as the crow flies. 

 e 
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During daylight, while streets and paths are busy, there are options for crossing the motorway which many people may find 

usable. There is an underpass associated with ‘New City Road’ [U1]. Access to this may be somewhat more pleasant 

because properties to the north overlook the park. There is also a well used underpass associated with Garscube Road [U2], 

which appears to be used by more people and appears relatively well cared for. However routes to/from these are not fully 

overlooked for their entire lengths, and are not likely to be welcoming to many people at quieter times or/and after dark.  

14,15, 

16,17 

 

There is a surface-level route to the city centre for pedestrians, utilising St George’s Road [GR] along the west of the 

motorway to cross this further south, however this requires a very significant diversion (for most destinations), and delays at 

multiple signalised crossings. For trips by bicycle St George’s Road has little to offer above the other busy carriageways.  

18 e 

Journeys by bicycle in daylight, for those willing to use the underpass associated with New City Road [U1] can be 

accomplished without the use of a major road. However for those unwilling to use this underpass, particularly at night or at 

quieter times, all reasonable routes by bicycle will demand the use of significant stretches of the major roads described here.  

 e 

The canal towpath [C] around 300 metres to the east of the properties appears welcoming as a resource for daytime leisure 

trips – both for pedestrians and people cycling. The canal does not link toward any particularly obvious destinations for more 

utilitarian journeys, and it is likely that many people will find it unwelcoming after dark. 
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Recommendations 
 Project 

a Given the size of this property the association should monitor whether its choice of locations for bicycle parking are effective for residents 

who live further from these locations.  

 Immediate/wider area 

b The association should consider whether there are reasonable routes on foot or by bicycle immediately outside of the property which are 

not well supported, either by the presence of hard surfaces, or with dropped kerbs or an equivalent, or because vehicle parking blocks 

them. Worn desire lines across the grass should be noted as evidence in this consideration. If necessary it may need to work with the 

local authority to improve such routes. 

c The association should work with the local authority, or itself pay attention to, locations where surfaces are more badly degraded. It 

should inform itself whether any of these are on key routes used by people who may be disadvantaged by the difficulties they will face in 

negotiating these issues.   

d The association should ensure that parked vehicles do not obstruct safe passage on foot, and using mobility aids, around its properties. 

e The association should make itself aware of the wider challenges facing its residents in terms of walking and cycling within the local and 

wider areas, if necessary supporting them to have their voices heard in seeking improvements. 

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: Existing bike storage [BS] 2: ‘Overlooked’ area at Raglan Street 

  

3: Large surfaced areas outside property 4: Key routes around property lack dropped kerbs 

 
 

5: Degrading surfaces 6: Footway used for parking 
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7: Desire line in grass (around parked vehicles) 8: Garscube Rd at Garscube Cross 

  

9: North Woodside Road 10: St George’s Road 

  

11: Old painted lane at North Woodside Rd end 12: Tunnel on Possil Road [TU] 
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13: Canal at Bairds Brae [BB] 14: Underpass [U1] 

  

15: Underpass [U1] 16: Underpass [U2] 

  

17: Route to underpass [U2] 18: St George’s Rd near the motorway 

 


