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Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved 

Cycling & Walking Facilities 2019-20 

Assessment of Walking and Cycling Conditions at 
Broomhill, Greenock (River Clyde Homes) 

 

We are Living Streets Scotland, part of the UK charity for 

everyday walking. We want to create a nation where walking 

is the natural choice for everyday, local journeys. 
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Introduction 
Living Streets has received funding from the Social Housing Partnership Fund for 

Improved Cycling & Walking Facilities, administered by Cycling Scotland. As part of 

this work, we have reviewed and assessed conditions for walking and cycling around 

29 properties owned by Registered Social Landlords across Scotland This report 

looks at conditions for walking and cycling around the River Clyde Homes property at 

Broomhill, Ann Street, Greenock. 

Area context 
 

This property is a set of three high rise tower blocks, each with their main entrance 

onto Ann Street (along a 200 metre stretch). Ann Street is notable for its gradient (up 

to around 10%). 

The funded project is to deliver various general enhancements such as benches, 

artwork, signs, and landscaping around the blocks, which provide housing for older 

people. 

The property sits in a wider area of residential properties which vary markedly in 

character. Various plots of green land decrease the area’s density, and the edges of 

the residential area are poorly defined in many directions. The area slopes steeply 

toward Greenock town centre and the Firth of Clyde, around 600-900m to the north 

(the high end of Ann Street is at around 60m from sea level). The B7054 

Drumfrochar Road sits immediately to the south of Ann Street (meeting it at a 

junction), creating a boundary to the area in that direction. East, Dromfrochar Road 

turns north to meet the A8 dual carriageway, and in doing so undergoes a gradual 

change to have an industrial character, and this also creates a boundary. 

Audit context 
 

This report highlights key observations and themes, and general observations, which 

we consider to be helpful to the Registered Social Landlord and to Cycling Scotland 

in connection with the funding award. It also adds to knowledge on opportunities and 

barriers around cycling and walking in the local area. The Methodology for the audits 

is included in the separate document, ‘Walking and Cycling Audits for Registered 

Social Landlords 2019-20: Methodology’.  

It is also helpful to read this document in conjunction with the accompanying ‘Walking 

and Cycling Audits for Registered Social Landlords 2019-20: What Does Good look 

Like?’ which describes, using a set of key principles, the characteristics of a good 

walking and cycling environment.  
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Responsibilities and development 
 

Our urban environments are defined by interrelated features under the influence of 

many different bodies. This report is about current conditions, whatever their cause. 

Registered Social Landlords have control of some aspects of the environment. Other 

aspects they may only be able to influence, and in many cases they may have no 

direct influence at all. However, this report may be useful in approaching those who 

do.  

It is strongly recommended that the content of this report be checked with local 

residents who are the real experts on quality of experience in the areas where they 

live. 

Funding for improvements to the urban environment might be available from several 

sources – and not only to a Registered Social Landlord or statutory authorities but to 

community led groups. Sources include: 

• Places for Everyone - advice, support and funding for the creation of 

infrastructure that makes it easier for people to walk, cycle and wheel for 

everyday journeys 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/ 

• Awards for All - funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what matters to 

people and communities.  

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 

• The Social Housing Partnership Fund for Improved Cycling & Walking 

Facilities – funding for social housing providers for new facilities that make it 

easier, more enjoyable and more accessible for people to walk or cycle:  

https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund 

  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k
https://www.cycling.scot/what-we-do/cycling-friendly/social-housing-fund
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Map 
Where helpful the text refers - like this [OM] - to the points marked on this map. 

T  Tower block 
PN  path northl 
CP  car park 
U  underpass 
CR crossing 
BR Bank St/Regent St 
E entrance 
OM Oak Mall 
RP retail park 
SM1/2 supermarkets 
SH1/2 shops 
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Observations 
Project 

  

There are newly developed areas of landscaped ground and seating on the east side of Ann Street, opposite the property 

highest up the hill. This provides a more visually pleasing environment than previously existed at this site (visible on Google 

Streetview). 

 1  

Immediate area   

The footway surface outside the properties is of moderate quality, however more of an issue is that the gradient of the hill is 

likely to make walking here difficult for older people, or users of any mobility aid. A handrail is provided on sections of the 

steepest (north) section of the street. 

2 a,b 

There are additional issues with footway gradient and quality (on the nearer western footway) at a number of entrances and 

side road junctions, where gaps in the footway allow for vehicle access. There are around 7 of these within the 300 metre 

length of the street.  

2,3,4 a,b 

Two of the breaks in footway at the steepest (northern) point t, of the western footway, are for very minor access. One is for 

parking/loading for only around 1-3 vehicles (outside the northern of the three properties). The other is for an access that 

looks to be rarely used. The opposite footway at this point consists of shallow stairs. At these points the pedestrian handrail is 

not available. A better design could continue the footway and handrail. At the time of our visit (weekday, daytime) parking was 

available on the carriageway nearby. 

2,3,4 a,b 
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There are some dropped or lowered kerbs at these accesses and side road entrances.  3,4 a,b 

The most obvious direct route toward the town centre from Ann Street involves a path northward [PN] at the bottom of Ann 

Street. Access requires crossing Wellington Street. At the time of our visit this was carrying little traffic. However, it is clear 

that parked vehicles may make crossing significantly more difficult here for less confident or less physically able pedestrians. 

There are no dropped kerbs (to support either those using mobility aids, or wishing to cycle onto or from this path). 

5,6 a,b 

The surface of this path is only of a moderate or low quality, and it is significantly narrowed by an overgrown hedge (the audit 

visit was in late October). 80 metres north of Ann Street, it encounters a car park [CP] and skirts this. The pedestrian route 

here has been designed around the need for a car park. All routes involve steps up or down kerbs. 

6,7,8 c 

There are small local/convenience shops available close to the bottom [SH1] of Ann Street. There are also shops close to the 

top of Ann Street [SH2] - in a recently re-developed public space. One of these is a butcher, but there are also vacant shop 

units here. Access from the highest of the properties to these shops does not require a significant ascent. 

9,10  

Drumfrochar Road (the B7054) passes the top end of Ann Street. This carries significant levels of traffic and would act as a 

substantial barrier to pedestrian movement to the south. The only signalised crossing anywhere nearby is at the junction 

200m west of Ann Street. This junction has a newly improved crossing which includes tactile paving and good quality dropped 

kerbs, making access to the local school easier than it otherwise would be. This road effectively marks the southern edge of 

Greenock in this location (noting there is other properties further south but not immediately nearby). Property immediately to 

the south of the road was demolished in 2018 or 2019. 

11  

Wider area   

The physical geography of this area defines experiences walking or cycling over any greater distance. Many more obvious 

(predictable) local destinations, such as larger shops or community facilities, are found in Greenock town centre. There are 

several larger supermarkets here (Tesco and Lidl) [SM1] [SM2], and a shopping centre (Oak Mall) [OM]. The Tesco store has 

a particularly large car park, accessed almost directly from the major (multi-lane / vehicle only / elevated / “Bullring”) 

roundabout which is in the middle of Greenock town centre.   
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The hills here are probably steep enough to discourage people from beginning to cycle using conventional bicycles. E-bikes 

should be able to support cycling in all this area (the limit most likely being rider ability rather than power).  

  

While the most direct descents to the middle of Greenock are directly downhill, there are alternative possible routes from the 

properties which are (significantly) longer, but with gentler inclines.  

 c,d 

Parts of Drumfrochar Road descend much more gently (a substantial section being at around 3% instead of the 10% on parts 

of Ann Street). This ends at the A8 close to a major supermarket. However the lower stages of Drumfrochar Road are 

steeper. This, the character of the road, the industrial-feel of much of its surrounds, and the levels of traffic it carries, mean 

that very few people would consider cycling here, and most pedestrians seem likely to choose the steeper routes. 

11 c,d 

There are gentler inclines on Inverkip Street, the A78, as it descends toward the centre of Greenock. However this road also 

carries much higher levels of traffic. Few people would consider cycling here. The lower sections are dual carriageway. 

Pedestrians following this road need to negotiate the exits to two major roundabouts with no formalised crossing 

infrastructure. This meets the A8, which is raised above ground level as it meets the centre of Greenock, without footways, 

sitting above the shopping centre. This leaves unattractive conditions below for pedestrians. It seems unlikely that anyone 

would consider cycling on these sections or carriageway. 

18 c,d 

We noted that Regent Street/Roxburgh Street, which passes east-west through this residential area, carried much higher 

levels of traffic than might at first be expected. This links to a major junction with the A8 to the east.  

12,13, 

15,16 

 

There is an underpass [U] allowing pedestrians to cross Regent Street. This links to a completely different northern section of 

“Ann Street” (presumably joined previously to the southern section of Ann Street). This is a key point in pedestrian routes to 

the town centre and is also useful for those prepared to cycle here. It is likely that many will find this route unwelcoming after 

dark. There appears to be only one surface level signalised crossing on the entire length of Regent Street [CR], and thus it 

provides an additional barrier to walking (and cycling) in the area.  

12,13, 

14 

c,d 

There is a second obvious route toward the town centre, crossing Regent Street at Bank Street [BR]. We observed that (able 

bodied, adult) pedestrians sometimes struggled to cross Regent Street here (even in the middle of a weekday). There is little 

to slow westbound traffic on this busy carriageway, which is very wide approaching here, and has a wide and clear 

15,16 c,d 
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westbound lane even at its narrowest point. The nearby junction with the southern section of Bank Street (around 30m east) 

has a very wide swept exit which supports vehicle speed. There are significant levels of on-street parking against the northern 

footway, except at the most obvious crossing point (where the full width of the carriageway is available for vehicle movement).  

It could be observed that the section of Bank Street north of Regent Street, while steep, was a key pedestrian route.    

A key retail shopping area in Greenock town centre is in Oak Mall. A major A8/A78 roundabout junction is built above this. 

Pedestrian routes either use entrances into the shopping centre, which take people beneath this road (for example at Crown 

Street) [E], or outdoor routes which negotiate around this junction or under the roads. These outdoor routes are unattractive 

and unwelcoming. There are other significant facilities neighbouring this, including a retail park (also with a car park), the 

large supermarket (Tesco)[SM1], and a leisure centre. These are most obviously accessed by road from the A8/A78. We 

could find no obvious route on maps enabling pedestrians to walk from Oak Mall to the leisure centre (300m between 

buildings), although unobvious routes may exist. This central area of Greenock will act as a major barrier for cycling, 

effectively preventing cycling through this central area. 

17,18 c,d 
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Recommendations 
 Immediate area 

a As a stakeholder in the immediate area the association should seek improvements to the pedestrian environment on Ann Street, including 

changes which would enable the provision of a handrail along all of the steepest section.     

b The association should support any efforts to consult, with the wider residential population in the area, on how best to support walking on 

Ann Street. 

c The association should choose to make itself aware of the general barriers to walking that residents face, on the basis that it can add 

weight to their wishes or could choose to speak on their behalf in pursuing improved conditions. 

d The association should note that issues with the street layout and pedestrian environment in this area, as regards to walking and cycling, 

magnify those issues which arise from the topography. It should be recognised that these barriers are likely to directly affect daily life, 

meaning perhaps that residents choose to travel by vehicle rather than to walk, or that they restrict their travel significantly.  

 

.
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Supporting photos 
 

  

1: New landscaped area on Ann Street 2: Looking south, up Ann Street 

  

3: Break in footway/handrail for very minor access 4: Break in footway for minor parking area  

  

5: Junction of Ann St with path northwards 6: Junction of Ann St with path northwards 
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7: Path northwards 8: Path northwards at car park 

  

9: Convenience shop north of property 10: Convenience shop (& butcher) to south  

  

11: Drumfrochar Road (B7054) at Ann Street 12: Regent Street at underpass  
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13: Underpass at Regent Street 14: Underpass at Regent Street 

  

15: Regent Street at Bank Street 16: Regent Street at Bank Street 

  

17: Pedestrian entrance to Oak Mall, Crown Street 18: Pedestrian conditions at Bullring roundabout 

 


