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Walking in Hertfordshire – Time to Reverse 60+ Years of Loss of Walking 
Routes 
South Herts Living Streets Manifesto for Walking in South Hertfordshire 

South Herts Living Streets Group is dedicated to improving walking routes in South Hertfordshire, 

including part of the London Borough of Barnet that was previously in Hertfordshire. We focus on 

walking routes between North London and Hertfordshire, from Apex Corner at Mill Hill and High Barnet 

Station North towards Borehamwood, South Mimms, North Mymms, Welham Green, Hatfield, 

Stanborough and Welwyn Garden City. We also propose an East-West walking route from the 

Herts/Essex border at Waltham Abbey to Waltham Cross, Cuffley, Northaw, Potters Bar, South Mimms, 

Ridge and Borehamwood. 

Our comprehensive South Herts Walking Campaign Report 2020 shows a major loss of pavements 

and safe walking routes due to motorways and trunk roads that were built in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s 

and 1980s. These have had a major impact on walking routes in the South Hertfordshire Area. Many 

walking routes that go along or across major roads have been lost or have become unsafe due to: 

• A6 South Mimms Bypass (1958) 

• A1 Mill Hill to South Mimms change to dual carriageway (1960s and 1970s) 

• London 'D' Ring Road/M25 (1971) 

• A1(M) Junction 1/M25 Junction 23 at South Mimms (1972) 

• A1(M) Junctions 1 - 2 South Mimms to South Hatfield (1970s) 

• A1(M) Junction 3 and Hatfield Tunnel (1982). 

Since then more walking routes have been lost because some footways beside roads were planned 

but were never built and other footways that existed in the past were buried under banks of earth. 

Footways have been made narrower or removed to allow road widening. Maintenance of footways 

beside roads outside built-up areas has been given a low priority and some key walking routes have 

become overgrown and impassable. 

Some public footpaths that used to cross the A1 before it became dual carriageway haven't been 

maintained and these have become impassable. Other walking routes have been obstructed by locked 

gates, unauthorised fences, buildings or other development. There is an urgent need for more effective 

enforcement by the appropriate authorities against these obstructions to walking. 

A key bus stop on St Albans Road A1081 near South Mimms Roundabout has been removed and 
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another bus stop has no safe walking route to the nearby South Mimms Motorway Service Area. 

The first step is to clear the backlog of footway maintenance and to restore walking routes that existed 

in the past but are now impassable or unsafe. The second step is to build footways that were planned 

but were never built. The third step is to create new and safe road crossing points or bridges to restore 

walking routes that have been cut by building motorways or trunk roads. 

Maintaining and improving walking routes should be given the highest priority, not the lowest as 

happened in the past. The Government's latest commitments on climate change must be taken into 

account. Carbon emissions should be reduced by promoting Active Travel, walking to and from work, 

walking where there is no bus service or no Sunday bus service, walking or running for exercise and 

leisure. This has become even more important since restrictions on using public transport and "social 

distancing" measures were announced in March 2020. 

Although we understand that as of March 2020, resources for highway maintenance may be more 

limited than usual, we propose that when this situation improves, maintenance of footways and other 

walking routes should be given the highest priority. 

       

A1081 near South Mimms   Swanland Road near South Mimms 

Here is our 13 point plan 

1. Safe walking/cycling route from Bignell's Corner South Mimms to Barnet 
Clear the overgrown footway on the A1081 near South Mimms Roundabout and re-open a safe walking 
route along A1081 St Albans Road to London Borough of Barnet so that pedestrians do not need to 
walk on the busy and dangerous A1081 road (see photo above). Widen and resurface the footway 
along the whole length of the A1081 St Albans Road to make a safe footway/cycle way from TfL High 
Barnet Underground Station (Northern Line) to the South Mimms Roundabout. This could be called the 
Hertfordshire Greenway 1081 as it follows the route of the A1081. 
 
2. Safe walking route from Potters Bar to Bignell's Corner and Ridge: 
Remove obstructions from footway/verge on the section of Swanland Road between the junction of 
Wash Lane and St Albans Road, so that pedestrians do not need to walk on the busy and dangerous 
road (see photo above). Make an all-weather walking/cycling route from Potters Bar Station to Wash 
Lane/National Cycle Network Route 12 by making Potters Bar Bridleway No. 73 a tarmac path and 
upgrading Potters Bar Footpath No. 44 to a public bridleway with a tarmac surface, as an alternative to 
Potters Bar Bridleway 75 which goes along Mimmshall Brook and is only passable when riding a 
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horse. 
 
3. Safe walking and cycling routes around Bignell's Corner, South Mimms: 
Remove the hedge/shrubs on the North side of Bignell's Corner to open up a safer walking route along 
the grass verge from the bus stop to the Motorway Service Area. Build the footways that were shown 
on the 1972 plans but were never built and make them wide enough to be shared walking and cycling 
paths. Introduce a 30 m.p.h. speed limit on roads around Bignell's Corner leading to the Motorway 
Service Area. 
 
4. Replace the missing bus stop on A1081 near South Mimms Roundabout: 
This would allow staff working at South Mimms Motorway Service Area or at two research 
establishments at Ridge to travel on bus route 614 from North London or Hatfield (Monday - Saturday 
only). 
 
5. Safe North-South walking/cycling route past A1(M)-J1/M25-J23: 
Create a safe walking and cycling route around the large roundabout at A1(M)-J1/M25-J23 to link the 
A1 footway and cycle way from Borehamwood to National Cycle Network Route 12 at Swanland Road 
South Mimms. This can be done at low cost by creating a footway and cycle way around the central 
reservation of the roundabout. 
 
6. Safe East-West walking/cycling route past A1(M)-J1/M25-J23: 
In addition to point (5) above, upgrade South Mimms Public Footpath No. 56 to a Public Bridleway with 
a tarmac surface. Remove multiple obstructions from South Mimms Bridleway No. 50. 
 
7. Alternative M25 crossing for National Cycle Network Route 12 
Wash Lane was cut by the M25 and it was replaced by a subway under the M25. The subway appears 
too have been built about 1 metre too low and it is frequently flooded. In wet weather, an alternative 
route walking and cycling route will be possible via South Mimms Public Footpath No. 56, South 
Mimms Roundabout and A1081 (when the footway is cleared) but it needs to be signposted. In the 
longer term, a new subway should built under the M25 close to the original line of Wash Lane or a new 
bridge should be built over the M25. A bridge would also provide access to currently inaccessible land 
on the wide M25 central reservation which could become a nature reserve. 
 
8. Restore a direct walking/cycling route from A1(M) J1 to J2. 
A direct North-South walking and cycling route along the former A1 Barnet Bypass was severed when 
the A1(M) was built between Junction 1 and Junction 2. Re-open the buried footway on Swanland 
Road so that walkers do not need to walk along Warrengate Road which has no footway. Create new 
direct footway/cycle way from Dixon's Hill Road to A1(M) Junction 2 to avoid the long detour that is 
currently taken by the National Cycle Network Route 12. 
 
9. Restore North-South and East-West walking routes past A1(M) Junction 3 
There are no direct North-South or East-West walking routes past A1(M) Junction 3 at Hatfield. There is 
no direct walking or cycling route from University of Hertfordshire College Lane Campus to the Alban 
Way or to University of Hertfordshire De Havilland Campus. A public footpath (Hatfield 182) shown on 
the 1982 plans for the Hatfield Tunnel was never built then part of the footway around the roundabout 
at A1(M) Junction 3 was removed for road widening. 
 
10. Restore East-West walking route from Bishop's Rise to College Lane Hatfield. 
The County of Hertford (Hatfield Technical College) Rights of Way Order 1954 closed two public rights 
of way through the grounds of the Hatfield Technical College which later became Hatfield Polytechnic 
then University of Hertfordshire. An alternative 700 metre walking route was proposed and built apart 
from one missing 50 metre section that has severed the whole route. 
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11. Re-open the East-West walking route from Hadley Green to Borehamwood 
This would form a safe clearly signposted walking route from the London Loop at Hadley Green in the 
London Borough of Barnet to the A1 near Ripon Way Borehamwood. In the medium term it would be 
extended by re-opening the route that used to cross the A1 to Ripon Way Borehamewood, then it 
would rejoin the London Loop. This could be called the Barnet Greenway 411 and the Hertfordshire 
Greenway 411 as it roughly follows the A411 road but outside the built-up area where possible. All of 
this route existed in the past but a 500 metre section of public footpath that was previously in 
Hertfordshire is impassable and appears to have had little maintenance since it passed to London 
Borough of Barnet following boundary changes in 1965. 
 
12. Re-open the East-West walking route from Moat Mount to Scratchwood 
The A1 Barnet Bypass has separated the Moat Mount and Scratchwood open spaces with a dual 
carriageway road with an uncrossable central barrier. This severs East-West walking routes such as 
the London Loop which does a long "hairpin" detour to a subway near Apex Corner. Scratchwood Park 
also has a "one-way bus stop" where you can arrive on a Northbound TfL Bus 292 but you can't get to 
the Southbound bus stop to go home without a long detour. 
 
13. Create an East-West walking route from Waltham Abbey to Borehamwood 
This would form a safe clearly signposted all-season walking route from the Herts-Essex border at 
Waltham Abbey via Waltham Cross, Cuffley, Northaw, Potters Bar, South Mimms, Ridge, 
Borehamwood. The footways and paths already exist and the only problem area is the Potters Bar - 
South Mimms - Ridge section but these are addressed in points 2 and 3 above. This could be called 
the Hertfordshire Greenway 25 as it roughly follows the M25. 
 
Full details of the above points with photos and maps can be found in our comprehensive South Herts 
Walking Campaign Report 2020. 
 

Help us to campaign to restore walking routes in South Hertfordshire that have been lost in 

the past 60+ years. Join us as we work towards making South Hertfordshire a better area 

for walking and contact us at: southhertsgroup@livingstreets.org.uk  
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