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GENERAL ELECTION 2019
How you can help in your area
THE UK FACES AN URGENT NEED TO TACKLE THE PUBLIC HEALTH CRISES OF OBESITY AND
INACTIVITY, BOOST THE VIBRANCY OF OUR COMMUNITIES, AND IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF
OUR AIR AND ADDRESS THE URGENT CHALLENGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
Walking has a vital role to play in changing the issues above. Ahead of the General Election on 12
December, Living Streets is calling on all political parties to prioritise provision for walking.
We want politicians to provide long-term funding for walking and back stronger laws to create
cleaner and less congested streets, making walking the natural choice for everyday journeys.
•

•

Raise long-term investment in walking
and cycling to at least 10% of
transport spending;
Transform routes to school with at
least 55% of primary pupils walking to
school by 2025;

•

•
•

Tackle pavement parking across the
UK, building on recent progress in
Scotland;
Revise the Highway Code to make our
streets safer for walking and cycling;
Make 20mph the default limit in builtup area

How Local Groups and Supporters can help
Our Local Groups and Supporters are essential in ensuring we get our calls and messages out to
candidates up and down the UK . You can write to your candidates to supporter our calls at
www.livingstreets.org.uk/election
Can you help us amplify our voice in the run up to the election?
Candidates will be attending hustings events, knocking on doors and attending lots of events. If
you are engaging with candidates in your area, you can give them our Manifesto for Walking
which can be downloaded at www.livingstreets.org.uk/election
You can also ask candidates questions to raise the profile of walking. To help you, we have drafted
a set of questions to find out on what your candidates will do to prioritise walking and create
cleaner, less-congested streets if they are elected. as walking. Walking is good for our physical and
mental health. It clears our minds and gently exercises our bodies. Walking opens us up to our
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Raise long-term investment in walking and cycling to at least 10% of transport
spending
•
•
•

If elected as MP, how would you increase the priority of walking and cycling across your
party’s transport policy?
What do you see as being the main benefits of cycling and walking? And how will you work
to ensure everyone enjoys these benefits?
Low traffic neighbourhoods schemes have created streets that are quieter, where children
play out, and air pollution is lower. These schemes have also been shown to not
significantly add to congestion on main roads. If elected, would you support expansion of
low traffic neighbourhoods? And how would promote this to your colleagues?

Transform routes to school with at least 55% of primary pupils walking to school
by 2025
•

•

•

•

I How would you support schools and parents to make walking to school the natural choice
for pupils?
For a generation the number of children walking to primary school has declined. 70 per
cent of pupils used to walk to school, and now only 47 per cent do. What would you do, if
elected, to support pupils and schools to ensure children could walk to school?
30 per cent of parents living the UK’s biggest cities believe that their city is too unsafe for
children to walk to school in. Ensuring children can walk to school is a simple and routine
way of making sure children are active everyday. What action would you take to ensure as
many pupils in this constituency were able to walk to school?
Many parents across the UK are worried about the speed of cars outside their child’s
school. This in turn can put pupils and parents off walking to school. If elected what action
would you take

Tackle pavement parking across the UK, building on recent progress in Scotland
•
•

•

•
•

I Pavement parking and clutter is a major issue up and down the country. How would you
ensure our pavements are made safe and clear for everyone to use?
Pavement parking from cars, vans and lorries often forces people off the pavement and
onto the road. This is particularly dangerous for many, including blind and partially-sighted
people, parents with pushchairs and young children, and wheelchair users and others with
mobility aids. If elected would you follow the example set by Scotland and support a
national ban on pavement parking?
Vehicles parked on pavements can cause a major obstruction for pedestrians and can
inhibit the independence of many vulnerable people. As pavements are for people, If
elected would you support a ban on pavement parking?
Revise the Highway Code to make our streets safer for walking and cycling For many people, safety is the biggest concern when it comes to walking around our cities
and communities. Pedestrians need to be respected by motorists of all times. The
Highway Code should include a clear hierarchy of responsibility for road users, where
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pedestrians are prioritised. If elected will you commit to reviewing the Highway Code to
make our streets and crossings safer for walking?

Make 20mph the default limit in built-up areas
•

•

•

The majority of pedestrian causalities occur in built up areas, many with a 30mph speed
limit. Depending on age, at 20mph the chance of survival increases to 98.5%. Would you
support and campaign for 20mph as the default speed limit in all built up areas?
For many pedestrians and cyclists, safety is a huge concern when it comes to our roads,
especially in built up areas. 20mph speed limits in these areas increase road safety. This
helps people feel more comfortable being active on and around these roads. How would
you, if elected, support and promote a change in the default speed limit on restricted roads
to 20mph?
A number of urban authorities in the UK have a policy of setting 20mph as the default
speed for their streets. How will you campaign to ensure 20mph speed limits is the default
limit in built up areas?

We would be keen to know what answers and responses candidates are giving to all questions
being asked by our Supporters. Please let us know about the action you are taking. Register at
www.livingstreets.org.uk/election
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We are Living Streets, the charity for everyday walking. Our mission is to
achieve a better walking environment and inspire people to walk more.

America House, 2 America Square, London EC3N 2LU
T: 020 7377 4900 www.livingstreets.org.uk @livingstreets
Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and Wales) and SC039808
(Scotland). Company Limited by Guarantee (England & Wales), Company Registration No. 5368409. 2 America Square,
London EC3N 2LU.
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