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The UK faces an urgent need to tackle the public health
crises of obesity and inactivity, boost the vibrancy of our
communities and public spaces, improve the quality of our air
and address the urgent challenge of climate change. Walking
has a vital role to play – ensuring people make their everyday
local journeys on foot, getting more exercise, reducing carbon
emissions and improving air quality in the process.

We call on political parties to prioritise provision for walking in
the upcoming election. We want politicians to provide long-term
funding for walking and back stronger laws to create cleaner and
less congested streets, making walking the natural choice for
everyday journeys.
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WE WILL BE CALLING ON THE NEXT UK GOVERNMENT
TO
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Raise long-term investment in walking and cycling to at
least 10% of transport spending

Transform routes to school with at least 55% of primary
pupils walking to school by 2025
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Tackle pavement parking across the UK, building on
progress in Scotland

Revise the Highway Code to make our streets safer for
walking and cycling

Make 20mph the default limit in built-up areas
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Walking has a vital role to play in addressing the multiple challenges being faced by the country.
28,000 – 36,000 premature deaths a year in the UK can be attributed to long-term exposure to air pollution1. Physical inactivity is currently
estimated to cost the NHS at least £1.1 billion a year2. Congestion is calculated to cost the country £8 billion a year3. Footfall on our
high streets has fallen by 22% over the last ten years4. Motor traffic accounts for more than half of domestic transport greenhouse gas
emissions5 with almost one in four cars on the road at the morning peak in England being on the school run6. And 26,000 people are
killed or seriously injured on Britain’s roads each year7.
Walking is an easy solution to these challenges – 51% of trips under two miles per person per year in England are by car and van8, and
when questioned 42% would be willing to walk these shorter journeys9. We want everyone to be able to walk their everyday journeys
safely and easily. By committing to prioritise walking, candidates will help to tackle the climate emergency, cut congestion, clean up our
air and ensure our neighbourhoods are happier and healthier.
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WE WANT POLITICIANS TO PROVIDE LONG-TERM FUNDING FOR
WALKING AND BACK STRONGER LAWS TO CREATE CLEANER
AND LESS CONGESTED STREETS
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RAISE LONG-TERM INVESTMENT IN WALKING
AND CYCLING TO AT LEAST 10% OF TRANSPORT
SPENDING

TRANSFORM ROUTES TO SCHOOL WITH AT LEAST
55% OF PRIMARY PUPILS WALKING TO SCHOOL
BY 2025

We want investment in walking to be prioritised so that it
becomes the natural choice for everyday journeys. The future
government must provide long-term funding for walking and
cycling, with at least 10% of all Department for Transport
spending dedicated to it. This should be reflected in an
updated, fully costed Cycling & Walking Investment Strategy
(2020- 2025), with targets to increase walking and cycling and specifically increase walking to school.

Routes to school should be transformed so they are safer,
cleaner and less congested. Councils and devolved nations
should be encouraged to adopt policies to build on the
Department for Transport target of at least 55% of primary
school children walking to school by 202511. Walk to school
behaviour change and accreditation programmes should be
rolled out, with improved school routes to school and School
Streets schemes, giving every child the opportunity to walk
to school.

Government should invest in a comprehensive programme
of low traffic neighbourhood schemes10. Places where motor
vehicle through-traffic has been removed or reduced are
great for everyone. These are networks of quieter streets
where children play out, air pollution is lower, and walking
and cycling are the natural choice for everyday journeys.
Experience shows that such measures do not significantly
add to congestion on main roads.
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TACKLE PAVEMENT PARKING ACROSS THE UK,
BUILDING ON PROGRESS IN SCOTLAND
Pavement parking can restrict the independence of many
vulnerable people, especially older adults and disabled
people. Pavement parking puts people in danger when
families with pushchairs, people with shopping or luggage, or
people with guide dogs are forced to walk in the carriageway
and into traffic.
Such laws are already in place for London and have been
recently passed in Scotland12. Living Streets wants the
law in England and Wales to be consistent and clear – the
presumption should be that pavement parking is not allowed.
Exemptions to this rule could then be made where safe and
necessary to do so (e.g. where there is a minimum clear
footway width for wheelchairs or buggies to pass).
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REVISE THE HIGHWAY CODE TO MAKE OUR
STREETS SAFER FOR WALKING AND CYCLING
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We need to ensure that a revised Highway Code includes
a clear hierarchy of responsibility for road users where
pedestrians are prioritised.
A significant number of pedestrian fatalities and severe
injuries occur at junctions. Almost a quarter of all pedestrians
killed occur on crossings or within 50m of a crossing13.
Currently the Highway Code states that pedestrians only have
priority on a road, even at a zebra crossing, when they have
started to cross. We want to ensure that pedestrians waiting
to cross have priority.

20

MAKE 20MPH THE DEFAULT LIMIT IN
BUILT-UP AREAS
The majority of pedestrian casualties occur in built up
areas, many with a 30mph speed limit. 85% of child and
73% of adult pedestrians killed in 2016 died on built-up
roads. Depending on age, at 20mph your chance of survival
increases to 98.5%14.
There is strong public support for 20mph limits – in a YouGov
survey (2017) of GB attitudes and behaviours towards 20mph,
72% of respondents were in favour or strongly in favour of
them in residential streets14. We want the government to
follow this lead and set 20mph as the national default speed
limit in all built up areas.
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