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AIM
To learn about the giant Galapagos tortoise. 

The Galapagos Islands are an archipelago (island chain) of islands 
around 600 miles off the coast of Ecuador.

The animals of the Galapagos are unique in that they are perfectly 
adapted to their remote environment and when British scientist Charles 
Darwin visited the islands in 1835 he developed his theory of evolution.

Lonesome George was a famous giant tortoise who lived for 102 years. He was the last of his 
particular species and was known for a while as the rarest creature in the world.

Did
you

know?
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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS1/P1-3

OBJECTIVES
•  To gain a basic understanding of how the animals of the Galapagos Islands have 

adapted to their environment.
• To learn some simple facts about the giant tortoise and how it lives.

TIMING 30 mins

RESOURCES
Map or globe, photograph or film 
clip of giant tortoises. 

THE GALAPAGOS 
ISLANDS

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, the year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900

CURRICULUM LINKS
England SCIENCE, GEOGRAPHY, ENGLISH 

Wales SCIENCE, GEOGRAPHY, ENGLISH/ WELSH

Scotland SCIENCES, SOCIAL STUDIES, ENGLISH/GAELIC



INTRODUCTION
With the children, locate the Galapagos Islands on a globe or map and explain that the 
animals have adapted over thousands of years to live here. The animals would have come 
to the Islands long ago and have slowly, changed little by little so that they can live happily 
here. One of those animals is the giant Galapagos tortoise. Has anyone got a tortoise 
as a pet or have they seen or held one? Can they show with their hands how big a pet 
tortoise is? Show a photograph or short film clip of the giant tortoise and explain that the 
Galapagos tortoise has grown to huge sizes. They can be up to 1.87 metres long (measure 
this along the classroom floor) and weigh 400kg. 

DEVELOPMENT 
Close your eyes and imagine a giant tortoise has come to visit the school. Ask the children 
to stretch out their hands and imagine stroking the smooth, hard shell. Now stroke the 
tortoise’s neck and feel how dry and wrinkled it is. Be gentle! Tortoises move quite slowly 
and can live up to 100 years. Imagine the tortoise slowly walking across the classroom and 
having a good look around. In pairs, talk about what adventures you and the tortoise might 
have in school. Would the tortoise get up to mischief? Giant tortoises need to eat a lot of 
food and are herbivores so where will you find grass and leaves for it to eat? What if it ate 
up all the salad for school lunch? 

PLENARY 
Ask some of the children to tell the class their giant tortoise adventures. Encourage them 
to use clear voices and explanations. Remind the children that the Galapagos tortoise 
is perfectly suited to its environment so it wouldn’t be sensible to take it away from that 
environment but it’s fun to imagine. 

EXTENSION 
Lots of people keep animals as pets and these pets adapt to their domestic environment. 
On the walk to school, ask the class to see how many pets they can spot – maybe there 
are cats on the prowl, dogs being walked by their owners or horses and ponies in fields. 
Some pets are kept indoors or safely in gardens. Talk about why that might be and how 
pets and their owners look after each other. 

THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
LESSON PLAN

If you require these learning resources in Welsh please email wales@livingstreets.org.uk
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