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AIM
To consider how the Galapagos Islands are unique in their biodiversity.

The Galapagos Islands are an archipelago (island chain) of islands 
around 600 miles off the coast of Ecuador.

The animals of the Galapagos are unique in that they are perfectly 
adapted to their remote environment and when British scientist Charles 
Darwin visited the islands in 1835 he developed his theory of evolution.

Lonesome George was a famous giant tortoise who lived for 102 years. He was the last of his 
particular species and was known for a while as the rarest creature in the world.

Did
you

know?

OBJECTIVES
•  To locate the Galapagos Islands and see how far they are away from the mainland.
•  To begin to understand how the wildlife of the Galapagos has evolved to adapt to  

its environment.
• To create a human who adapts to a new environment.

TIMING 45 mins

RESOURCES
Globe/map, photos of Galapagos 
wildlife, pencils and paper.

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, the year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900
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England DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Wales DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Scotland TECHNOLOGIES



INTRODUCTION
Talk about how the animals of the Galapagos Islands are perfectly adapted to their 
environment. Locate the Galapagos Islands on a map and explain that when scientist 
Charles Darwin visited the islands in the 1830s he theorised that the animals there had 
evolved to adapt to their environment. This is because the islands are 600 miles from the 
mainland so most of the species there arrived thousands of years ago and adapted to the 
unique island environment and can’t be found anywhere else. These animals include the 
giant tortoise, land iguana and Galapagos penguin. 

DEVELOPMENT 
Talk about how humans have adapted to their environment and how might we evolve in 
the future. Ask the children to imagine if humans went to live in a different environment – 
perhaps under the sea or on a different planet. How might we evolve and adapt? Perhaps 
we’d develop different ways of breathing like an amphibian so we could breathe on land 
and in water or perhaps we’d develop the ability to fly short distances or communicate 
with thought. Ask the children to think creatively about what sort of environment a human 
might have to adapt to and what might happen and to draw a picture or diagram of that 
person. Ask them to label their diagram. They can work in pairs or on their own. 

PLENARY 
Ask some of the children to show their diagrams and talk about how they came up with 
their ideas. Encourage the other children to ask questions and come up with new ideas. 

EXTENSION 
On the walk to school, encourage the children to look at how local wildlife has adapted 
to its environment. Perhaps grass and flowers have found small patches of urban land to 
grow in and trees have bent to the wind. If there are water sources like rivers or streams, 
ask them to look at how they meander and how the built environment has had to adapt 
the shape of the water. 

If you require these learning resources in Welsh please email wales@livingstreets.org.uk
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