
LET'S 
WALK TO  
SCHOOL 

AIM
To create a Native American style totem pole that represents the class. 

Native Americans have lived all over the Americas for thousands  
of years and are grouped into tribes.

Tribes include the Navajo, Comanche, Apache, Sioux and Iroquois.

Famous historical Native Americans include Sitting Bull and Pocahontas.

Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, the year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900
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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS2/P4-7

OBJECTIVES
• To find out why Native American people made totem poles and what they represent.
•  To select an object that represents each pupil’s character and create a section  

of a class totem pole.

TIMING
45 minutes

RESOURCES
Photographs of totem poles, thin white 
card or strong paper, pencils, coloured 
pens, stapler. 

CURRICULUM LINKS

England ART AND DESIGN    

Wales ART AND DESIGN 

Scotland EXPRESSIVE ARTS  

NATIVE AMERICAN 

NATIONS



INTRODUCTION
The Native American people have many different customs and the indigenous people of 
the Pacific North West and Alaska made totem poles in their villages. These were carved 
from wood to represent history, stories and family traits. Have a look at some photographs 
of totem poles and ask the children to describe what animals they can see. What do they 
notice about the shapes? The faces tend to be symmetrical. Why do they think this is? 
How does the whole pole show symmetry and balance? 

DEVELOPMENT 
Give each pupil an A4 sheet of thin card and ask them to think of a design for their section 
of a class totem pole. It could be something that describes a hobby, a character trait linked 
to an animal (e.g. swift like a deer, wise like an owl) or a special object that represents 
them. They will be rolled into a cylinder so make sure they bear this shape in mind. 
Remind them of the shapes and symmetry of the totem pole figures. Each pupil should 
sketch out their shape on the card and, when happy with the design, can colour it in using 
coloured pen. When finished and dry, form each piece of card into a cylinder and staple 
at the back. The cylinders can then be stacked on top of each other on a display board 
to form either one large totem pole or several smaller ones. If someone has designed a 
winged creature, cut out a pair of wings and stick these to the sides to create an added 
dimension to the pole. 

PLENARY 
As a class, talk about why tribes might need a totem pole to show their history or family 
allegiances. What do we do now to record our memories? If the children had to pick an 
animal to represent their family, what would it be and why? 

EXTENSION 
Ask the children on the walk to school to look at the variety of 
homes and how people express themselves through their homes. 
Perhaps they paint their front doors, add in house numbers or 
plant flowers. What would the neighbourhood look like if every 
home was the same? 

NATIVE AMERICAN NATIONS
LESSON PLAN
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