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AIM
To learn about the size of Canada and the wildlife that lives there. 

Canada is the second largest country in the world after Russia.

English and French are Canada’s official languages.

Canada has the world’s longest coastline at 243,797km.  
It would take a long time to walk that far!

Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, the year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900

OBJECTIVES
•  To find out some facts about how big Canada is compared to the UK.
• To gain an understanding of some of the wildlife that lives in the Canadian wilderness.

TIMING
30 minutes 

RESOURCES
Globe or map photographs of native 
Canadian wildlife: moose, black and 
grizzly bears and beaver, blue/grey pape, 
white paint, brushes, cotton wool balls, 
pencils, black felt pens. 

CURRICULUM LINKS

England MATHEMATICS GEOGRAPHY    

Wales MATHEMATICS GEOGRAPHY    

Scotland MATHEMATICS SOCIAL STUDIES  
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THE CANADIAN WILDERNESS
LESSON PLAN

INTRODUCTION
As a class, locate Canada on a map or globe and look at the land borders it shares with 
the US. Visually compare the size of Canada with the size of the UK. Introduce some facts 
about the size of Canada, including that it spans six time zones and its most northerly 
province, Newfoundland and Labrador, even has its own time zone. Explain that the 
children will be exploring a bit more about Canada in numbers in this session.

EXTENSION 
Canada is home to 55,000 different species of insect. We may not have that many in the UK 
but we do have lots of different varieties. Encourage the children to spot different insects on 
the walk to school. Explain that they are all a really important part of the ecosystem.

PLENARY 
Together, look at some photographs of the Canadian wilderness and think about how 
empty and huge it seems, especially now you know the population compared to the UK 
population. Does it make sense now? Canada is home to some large wild animals, as it 
is so big, they can roam and live freely. These animals include moose, black and grizzly 
bears and grey wolves. We don’t have any of these animals. Why do you think that is? 
Where do large British animals such as a deer live? Can you think why?   

DEVELOPMENT 
As a class, or in pairs, explain that the children are going to find out some more about how 
large Canada is by doing some maths. They can use calculators as some of the sums use 
really large numbers! 

•  Canada’s land mass is 9,984,670 km squared while the land mass of the UK is 242,495 
km squared. Use a calculator to find out how many UKs would fit inside one Canada 
(divide Canada by UK. It’s around 41 times).

•  Canada’s population is around 35 million while the UK’s is around 65 million. You won’t 
need a calculator to work out how many more people live in the UK!

•  The longest street in the world was thought to be Yonge Street in Toronto, measured 
at 2,000 km, however, in 1999 the Guinness Book of Records took back this title. Take 
the children to the playground, or the road your school is on and find out how many of 
these would fit into Yonge Street.

•  Canada’s coastline measures 243,797 km while the UK’s is 12,429 km. How much 
longer is the Canadian coastline? How many times would you have to walk around the 
UK to make one Canada? (Divide Canada by UK. About 19 times).

If you require these learning resources in Welsh please email wales@livingstreets.org.uk


