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AIM
To learn about some famous British landmarks and their importance.
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The Clifton Suspension 
Bridge in Bristol weighs 
1,500 tonnes, spans 702 
feet, and sits 245 feet 
above the water.

Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900
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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS1/P1-4

RESOURCES
•  Photographs of some iconic British 

landmarks, including one that is important 
in your local area

•  Information on why that landmark is 
important and its history

•  Watercolour paints or watered 
down paint

• Black paper
• Scissors
• Glue

OBJECTIVES
•  To learn about some iconic UK landmarks

• To learn about the nearest iconic landmark and its importance to the wider local area

• To create a silhouette picture of the landmark.



INTRODUCTION
Talk about famous buildings in the local area or perhaps further afield in the nearest city. 
Each city has famous landmarks which might be buildings, places of worship, bridges, 
towers or sculptures. Show a photograph of a famous landmark in your area – the 
Spinnaker Tower, Angel of the North, Tyne Bridge, and Coventry Cathedral for instance. 
Talk about the history of the famous landmark and what it signifies about your local area. 
Find out where and when it was made or built and who designed it if possible. 

DEVELOPMENT 
Create a silhouette picture of your famous landmark by asking the children to use 
watercolour paints to create a sunset background. Paint wide bands of red, orange  
and yellow paint on a white background and leave to dry. You could also use sponges 
dipped in paint to create backgrounds. While these are drying, ask the children to 
draw the outline of the local landmark on black paper using white or yellow pencils and 
encourage them to look at the shape carefully. They can also draw the outlines of other 
buildings around it – tower blocks, houses, hills. When the backgrounds are dry (they 
may need pressing between heavy objects if wrinkled) glue the silhouettes onto the front 
and build up the scene. Once finished, the scenes could be framed or mounted on black 
paper and displayed. 

PLENARY 
Recap on the idea of a silhouette and how we recognise objects even as an outline. Talk 
about how light is blocked by solid objects and a shadow is formed. Demonstrate using a 
torch and solid objects from around the classroom. 

ICONIC LANDMARKS

MAIN LESSON (30 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Create more silhouette pictures with famous landmarks from other countries, such as 
the Eiffel Tower, the Pyramids of Giza or Sydney Opera House. Can the children in other 
classes guess which landmark they are and which country they are from?


