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AIM
To learn about some famous British landmarks and their importance.
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We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900

RESOURCES
•  Writing materials
• Research materials, such as books and leaflets

OBJECTIVES
• To learn about key iconic landmarks across the UK

• To consider why these landmarks are important in their local area

• To use research skills and persuasive arguments in a simple debate format.

CURRICULUM LINKS
England HISTORY ENGLISH

Wales HISTORY ENGLISH

Scotland SOCIAL STUDIES  LITERACY & ENGLISH

The Clifton Suspension 
Bridge in Bristol weighs 
1,500 tonnes, spans 702 
feet, and sits 245 feet 
above the water.

Did
you

know?

ICONIC 
LANDMARKS



INTRODUCTION
Talk about the importance of iconic landmarks in the UK. They might represent the history 
of an area, the local industry or where people worship. As a class, brainstorm some famous 
iconic landmarks from around the country and come up with a list to research or use these 
landmarks:

• Tower of London
• Edinburgh Castle

•  Angel of  
the North

• Stonehenge
• Hadrian’s Wall

• Blackpool Tower
• London Eye.

ICONIC LANDMARKS

MAIN LESSON (30 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Ask each balloon debate group to create a fact-file on their chosen landmark, including 
photos, interesting facts, myths and stories and the reasons why that landmark is 
important to the history of its local area.

DEVELOPMENT 
Prepare for a balloon debate. Ask small groups to research their landmark online or from 
books and leaflets. They must find out why it is important to the local area, the history 
of it and why it should be voted the most important landmark of all. Ask the groups to 
nominate a speaker to represent that landmark in a balloon debate. The children need 
to imagine they are in a hot air balloon that is going down and to lighten the load they’ll 
need to get rid of a representative landmark. In turn give each child a few seconds to talk 
about why their landmark is the most important one to save. At the end of the round, ask 
the class to vote (or teacher chooses) the least convincing representative and eliminates 
them from the game. Eliminate the rest of the players by asking questions or pitching the 
representatives against each other to argue their case. Celebrate the winner by calling the 
class after the winning landmark for a day.

PLENARY 
Remind the children that the debate was a bit of fun but that each should be proud of their 
own iconic landmarks as they provide a recognisable feature of that city or area and often 
encourage tourists to visit the area. Encourage the children to visit local landmarks with their 
families and to learn more about the history of their local area.


