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AIM
To learn about the range and purpose of buildings in the local neighbourhood.
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Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900

JULY 2017

WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS1/P1-4

RESOURCES

OBJECTIVES
•  To learn about the different types of homes and dwellings in the local area and consider 

their similarities and differences

• To learn about how a wide range of buildings and dwellings make up the local area

•  To create a dwelling using bricks or construction items and create a village of these 
buildings.

Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and Wales) and SCO39808 (Scotland).
Company Limited by Guarantee (England and Wales), Company Registration No. 5368409.
Registered office 4th Floor, Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London E1 7SA.

1 http://oldenglishthesaurus.arts.gla.ac.uk/category/?id=8848&qsearch=neighbourhood&word=neighbourhood&page=1

OUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD

•  Cameras
• Sketching materials

• Construction items, such as bricks or Lego
• Map of the local area 



INTRODUCTION
Talk about the walk to school and the sort of buildings the children walk past. Can you 
make a list of key buildings in the local area? Group them into homes that people live 
in (houses, flats, narrow boats, bungalows etc.), shops and services (post office, corner 
shop, garage, fast food shop) and other sorts of buildings (electricity sub-station, town hall, 
train station). Talk about how buildings are adapted for their individual use. Talk about the 
rooms we might find in a dwelling and how this differs from a café or a department store. 

DEVELOPMENT 
Go on a walk around the local area and look for all the different dwellings you can see. 
How many different places can you see where people live? Talk about different types of 
houses, such as detached, semi-detached and terraced. Perhaps you can see low-rise or 
high-rise flats or apartments blocks, bungalows or mobile homes. Ask the children to count 
the windows and doors and look at the differences and similarities. Get the children to 
take photos or do quick sketches of the homes they see. Back at school, use construction 
materials like bricks or Lego to create the sort of homes you have in your local area. Place 
the homes on a baseboard or mat and arrange them to make a small village.

PLENARY 
Can the children identify what sort of home they live in? Use a map of the local area and 
try and plot where the children live in relation to the school. See who lives the nearest and 
who lives the furthest away, and see how many children walk to school. Encourage the 
class to observe the sorts of buildings in the local area on their next walk to school and to 
share any new discoveries with the class. 

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

MAIN LESSON (40 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (15 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Talk about the different buildings in the local area where groups of people gather together 
such as places of worship, community centres, day centres, Scout huts etc. Why do people 
meet together in these places? Do any of the children belong to community groups like 
these? Talk about why community groups are important the local area. 


