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AIM
To learn about the range and purpose of buildings in the local neighbourhood.
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We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900

RESOURCES
• Writing materials

• Map of the local area 

OBJECTIVES
•  To make observations about the local area and how accessible it is for different groups 

of people

•  To make recommendations about how accessible the local area is on foot and how it 
could be improved.

OUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD

CURRICULUM LINKS
England GEOGRAPHY PSHE 

Wales GEOGRAPHY PSE

Scotland SOCIAL STUDIES HEALTH & WELLBEING 

The Old English word 
for Neighbourhood is

1

Did
you

know?



INTRODUCTION
Talk about the walk to school and the different routes children take. What sort of buildings do 
they pass by on the walk? What are these buildings used for? Talk about what helps them 
walk to school in the local area, such as paths and pedestrian crossings. Talk about making 
the local area an even friendlier place for walking. Assign small groups a different member 
of the local community to think about: a parent with a baby in a buggy; an elderly person 
who walks with a stick; a partially sighted person; a person walking a dog; a pre-schooler; 
a person on their way to work. Talk about the different challenges each person might have 
while walking in the local area.

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

MAIN LESSON (30 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Design the perfect walking town centre. Would they pedestrianise the centre and keep 
traffic to the outside? How would shops and services get their stock delivered? What would 
you add in to make walking easier for all members of the community? How could you use 
technology to enhance the local area? Be as imaginative and creative as possible. 

DEVELOPMENT 
Take the groups of children out for a walk around the local area with a printed out map 
for each child showing the route. As they’re walking, ask them to look out for anything 
that might hinder their route. Encourage them to think about road crossings, pavements, 
paths and access to shops or public services. They should pinpoint on their maps where 
they find a potential challenge to walking. Ask them to think back to the community 
members they were assigned earlier in the session. What challenges might that person 
encounter? For example, is there enough pavement space for parents with buggies to get 
by safely? Are there overhanging trees and bushes that might hinder a partially sighted 
person? Are there crossings by the pre-school for the parents with small children? 

PLENARY 
As a class talk about what you found. Were the children aware of the challenges of walking 
in the local area? What things might make walking easier for the different groups? Ask each 
group to assign a red, amber or green mark for how easy it was for their chosen person 
to access the local area on foot.  Red for not easy at all, amber for some tricky areas and 
green for easy access. When out and about, how can we all help each other enjoy the local 
area easily? Perhaps we could step aside for people with buggies, make sure litter doesn’t 
clutter up pavements, or hold open shop doors. 


