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AIM
To understand the purpose and importance of our local high streets.
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London’s Oxford Street 
is Europe’s busiest high 
street with 4 million 
visitors each week.

Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900
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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS1/P1-4

RESOURCES
•  Cameras
• Paper and pencils
• Model materials (e.g. Lego, bricks, recycled objects)
• Paints

OBJECTIVES
•  To learn about the sort of shops and services available in our local high streets

• To think about how our high streets are changing

• To create our own high street from reclaimed materials.



INTRODUCTION
In this lesson the class will take a closer look at a local high street, the sort of shops and 
services on offer, the buildings and the way local people use the high street.  

Take the class to the high street or if this is not possible use an online interactive map. 
Take photographs of any interesting looking shops and do a tally of the services on offer. 
Many high streets lack the traditional shops we used to associate with them (butcher, 
bakery, green-grocer) and you may find that estate agents, accountancy services, betting 
shops or corner shops dominate. Look for shops that sell fresh food; perhaps you have a 
café, restaurant or pub; sweet shop or tobacconists; a place of worship or a shop that is 
part of a national chain. 

Ask the children to think about whether the high street is a nice place to visit and walk 
around in. What might make it a better place for walking or spending time in?

DEVELOPMENT 
Using the photographs you took on your walk as reference or using an interactive map, ask 
the children to create a certain shop or high street building using reclaimed materials. Cereal 
boxes and shallow cardboard boxes make good shop fronts and the children can paint 
the box or cover the box with paper and then decorate it. Encourage them to use realistic 
colours, to make a sign and perhaps even goods to place inside the shop. When the shops 
have been made, make a display background on a large board and staple the shop fronts 
onto the board to create a high street. The children could also add in cut out figures of 
people visiting the shops; some homemade trees or cut-outs of cars, bicycles and buses. 

PLENARY 
Talk about how we use our high street. Where do the children’s parents do their food 
shopping? Do they go to a large out of town store or have the food shopping delivered? 
Discuss how the high street has changed over the years and how most families would go 
to the high street every day to pick up bread, meat, fresh fruit and vegetables. Try and find 
some photos of the local high street in the past to show the children, ask them to try and 
spot the differences between then and now. 
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MAIN LESSON (45 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Invite a local shop keeper to talk to the children about what it’s like working in a shop. 
Frame this as a question and answer session and encourage the shopkeeper to talk about 
how they order stock, how they organise their shop and how long they open for each day. 
Ask if the local area has changed since the shopkeeper has been working. As a follow up, 
encourage the children to look carefully at the local shops as they walk to school or visit 
with their families. 


