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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS2/P5-7

AIM
To understand the purpose and importance of our local high streets.

RESOURCES
• Cameras
• Interactive map
• Graph-making software

OBJECTIVES
•  To look at the number and types of shops and services in the local high street
•  To consider how high streets have changed in living memory and how they might 

change in the future 
•  To think about how the local community access and use their local high street.

CURRICULUM LINKS
England HISTORY GEOGRAPHY

Wales HISTORY GEOGRAPHY

Scotland SOCIAL STUDIES 

Did
you

know?
London’s Oxford Street 
is Europe’s busiest high 
street with 4 million 
visitors each week.



INTRODUCTION
Talk about the local high street and the sort of shops and services there. Can the children 
name one or more shops on the high street? Do they visit often or infrequently? Which 
shops do their families use the most? Talk about how the high street was used in the 
past: before houses had fridges and freezers, families would often have to shop every 
day so the high street may have had shops like a butcher, baker or greengrocer. Many 
families now use out of town supermarkets or order their shopping online. High streets are 
changing because of the differences in our lifestyles but they are an important part of our 
local community.

DEVELOPMENT 
Organise a walking visit to your local high street (or if this is not possible, use an online 
interactive map) to find out more about local shops and services. Ask the children to note 
down and count the different types of shops and services in the high street or a section 
of the high street if it is long. They could also take photographs of any interesting window 
displays or buildings. Remind them not to take photos of people they don’t know and to 
check with the shop’s owner or manager before taking a picture. Back at school, pool 
your findings as a group and place the shops and services from highest to lowest in terms 
of number. Ask the children to put the information in a graph or pie chart and discuss with 
them how this might have looked twenty, fifty or a hundred years ago.

PLENARY 
Ask the children to consider the information they have gathered and encourage them to 
think critically about the results. What sort of people might visit these shops and services? 
Why is that? How does the high street serve local families? How could we support our local 
high street more? How might that improve our local community? 

HIGH STREETS

MAIN LESSON (45-60 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Invite a member of the local community to talk to the class about how the high street has 
changed in living memory. Quite often members of the school community, such as governors, 
have grown up in the local area. Ask them how the local area has changed, which shops 
they remember from when they were a child and whether they use the high street shops 
themselves. Talk about how the high street is part of the local community and the important 
part it plays. 


