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AIM
To develop an awareness and appreciation of the importance of local heritage.
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1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britain/children_in_coal_mines/
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In the Victorian era, children 
as young as 12 worked in coal 
mines often staying below 
ground for up to 18 hours  
in complete darkness.1

Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900
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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS1/P1-4

RESOURCES
•  Local area artefacts 

(such as photos, documents,  
items and historical information)

• Paper

• Camera
• Computer/tablet
• Maps

OBJECTIVES
•  To learn about the heritage of the local area and what it is famous for. 
•  To develop an awareness of the local area’s history and look at similarities and 

differences between then and now.
•  To understand some of the ways we find out about the past.



INTRODUCTION
Talk about where your school is situated – can the children name the village, town or city 
where their school is? What about the county or borough? Can they identify the area on a 
map of the UK? 
Many areas of the UK were specially adapted for specific industries in the past, such 
as manufacturing or farming. What was the area famous for and how do we know that 
nowadays? Talk about sources of information, including primary sources (contemporary 
diaries, papers, buildings, photographs) and secondary sources, such as books and 
documentaries.

DEVELOPMENT 
If possible, invite a local historian or librarian to school to talk about the history of the local 
area and bring in some artefacts to look at. Alternatively you could visit a local museum or 
refer back to a previous museum visit. Talk about the differences between then and now 
by looking at artefacts, replicas or photographs. 
Talk about how museums are often a way of finding out about the past and explain 
that the children will help create their own class museum. Let them choose a topic for 
their museum (the local area, how people lived, local industry) and make a list of items 
and jobs they’ll need for the class museum. This could include ticket sellers, maps 
and information leaflets, museum guides, perhaps an audio guide with some recorded 
stories, artefacts or replica artefacts on display and perhaps a working laboratory where 
historians can work on finding out more. Add some books, maps and a computer/tablet 
if you have one, with key information on it. If you’re short of actual artefacts, find and print 
off photographs and label them or set up activity areas where children can have a go at 
role playing different museum roles. Add some dressing up clothes for the children to role 
play with. For example, if focusing on the Victorian era, simple costumes could include 
pinafores, flat-caps and chalk boards.

PLENARY 
Set up a rota for using the museum and for allocating roles like museum guides and ticket 
collectors. Encourage the children to role play in the class museum and use it as a stimulus 
for creative writing, creative role play and using historical sources independently. Discuss 
how important it is to remember the past and how it contributes to our local heritage.
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MAIN LESSON (60 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Take the children on a local walk and try to discover signs of local history. Roads are often 
named after local famous people, events or industries and there may be local landmarks 
(windmill, mine headframe, mill) indicating past industries. Take photographs and put 
together a map of key features. Add this to the class museum.


