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AIM
To develop an awareness and appreciation of the importance of local heritage.
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1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britain/children_in_coal_mines/
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In the Victorian era, children 
as young as 12 worked in coal 
mines often staying below 
ground for up to 18 hours  
in complete darkness.1

Did
you

know?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking. These learning resources 
support participation in WOW, our year-round walk to school challenge.

For further information on WOW and the full set of learning resources, visit
www.livingstreets.org.uk/walktoschool

Get in touch: walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk    020 7377 4900
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WOW LEARNING RESOURCES KS2/P5-7

RESOURCES
• Local area information
• Cameras
• Computer/tablet
• Internet access

• Clipboards
• Large sheets of paper
• Writing materials

OBJECTIVES
• To find out about local heritage and what the local area was or is famous for.
•  To use primary and secondary source material to create a historical timeline of local 

heritage.
• To learn about key historical dates. 



INTRODUCTION
Explain that the children will be learning about the heritage of their local area, finding 
out about key dates and important figures. Ask if any of the children know what their 
local area is or was famous for – perhaps it’s manufacturing, farming or agriculture. Are 
there any key historical figures connected to the local area? Talk about their contribution 
to Britain’s history. Explain what we mean by primary and secondary sources. Primary 
sources are contemporary and include accounts, reports, photographs and artefacts and 
secondary sources include books and accounts created after the events happened.

DEVELOPMENT 
For the main part of the lesson explain that the children will be local heritage detectives 
and their mission is to find out more about local figures and the history of the area. This 
can either be done in school using a range of primary and secondary sources or in the 
field. If possible, invite a local historian or librarian to school to talk about the local area 
and show or lend some artefacts to the class. The children can also use the internet to 
look up maps, records, reports and first hand stories. The BBC has a good archive of 
information available at www.bbc.co.uk/legacies.

Alternatively, take the children on a local area history walk to discover clues. Look for road 
names, blue plaques, areas of interest and statues. Record information on clipboards, 
tablets and cameras. Once back in the classroom, divide the class into small groups and 
ask each group to cover a historical period or a topic, such as a famous local person or 
landmark. Ask the groups to create a mood board of photos, information and stories on a 
large sheet of paper or card.

PLENARY 
Collate all the information and mood boards and share with the whole class. How does 
finding out about the past help us connect the past and present? Why is it important to 
know about their local area’s past? When walking to school, what clues are there that tell us 
about the local area’s heritage? Display the mood boards and perhaps present them to the 
rest of the school in an assembly. 
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MAIN LESSON (60 MINUTES)

EXTENSION (30 MINUTES)

LESSON PLAN

Use the mood boards, information, artefacts and photos to create a class or library 
museum. Make sure the displays are interesting and informative to visitors. Talk about how 
many museums have games, quizzes and activities to make history more exciting and 
accessible to children. Create some simple exhibits for younger children, such as lift the 
flap, guess the famous person or follow the trail. 


