
 

 

 

 

In May 2015 education sector recruitment agency The 

Education Network sponsored six schools in 

Northumberland to take part in Living Streets’ Walk to 

School Week.  

We know that walking to school brings huge benefits to our children’s health.  And not only 

that, we also know that physically active children are more alert, ready to learn, do better in 

tests and achieve better grades than children who are driven to school.  So why is number 

of children walking to school is still in decline?  

With today’s busy lifestyles and so much pressure on parents, it’s easy to understand how 

simple activities like walking to school get overlooked in the chaos of everyday life.  In fact, 

one in five parents with children who travel to primary school have never considered 

making sure their child walks to school. 

This is exactly why Living Streets’ Walk to School Week is such a successful campaign in 

reminding parents, children and teachers how beneficial this morning exercise can be.   

Thanks to funding from national and local government, Living Streets is able to bring this 

campaign to thousands of classrooms across the country to help communities feel the 

benefits of walking to school. But there are still thousands more schools we would like to 

reach in order to help more families think about their travel habits, make the change and 

start walking to school. 

That’s why it’s so important for companies like The Education Network (TEN) to get involved 

in Walk to School Week.  TEN are a high quality recruitment agency dedicated to the 

education sector with a strong ethos to promote sport and physical activity amongst young 

people as a way of building a healthier future.  They are committed to supporting activities 

like the Walk to School campaign through sponsorships that promote physical activity and 

healthy lifestyles.   

“We at the Education Network are firm believers that active children are motivated 

children, this is why we support so many initiatives designed to get youngsters moving. 

Exercise goes hand-in-hand with successful learning and we are proud to be involved with 

such a worthwhile project as Walk to School Week."  

Kevin Gill, Managing Director, The Education Network 

Thanks to TEN’s support, Living Streets were able to reach more schools in Northumberland 

who would otherwise have been unable to take part in Walk to School Week.  

The Education Network  



 

 

Schools received classroom packs full of fun materials to celebrate walking to school and 

encourage parents and children to try making their journey on foot.  The materials focussed 

on being active, healthy and alert, but also on the social benefits of walking to school. 

To celebrate the partnership, Living Streets and TEN together with Northumberland County 

Council, organised a mass walk in at Shanklea Primary School in Cramlington on the Friday 

of Walk to School Week.  Living Streets’ Walk to School mascot Strider was in attendance to 

welcome children to school after their mass walk to school. 

Helen Brown, Head Teacher at Cramlington Shanklea Primary School said: 

“At Shanklea Primary School we are always looking for ways to encourage our pupils to 

keep healthy and active and taking part in Walk to School Week is a great way to promote 

this. 

“Walking, cycling or scooting to school encourages pupils to get some fresh air and 

exercise every day and pupils arrive at school ready for the day ahead. It’s also a great 

way to teach children those vital road safety skills and could also reduce the amount of 

traffic near our school.” 

Working with The Education Network has enabled Living Streets to reach thousands more 

children and parents through the Walk to School Week campaign.  Their involvement has 

helped to demonstrate how reliable, easy and enjoyable the walk to school can be and as a 

result we hope more families in Northumberland will continue walking to school. 

 


