




TEACHER NOTES
Aims 

To develop an awareness of the need for litter-free local communities. 

Objectives 

• To learn about where the litter hotspots are in the local area and what sort of litter is dropped. 
•  To develop an awareness of how litter affects the local area and what our role is in keeping the local community 

clean and tidy. 

Timing indicator 

Core activity: 40 mins (plus extra for drying and ironing) 
Extension activity: 40 mins 

Resources 

• Coloured pens 
• Paper 
• Cameras 
• Clipboards 

Litter Detection

Introduction

Talk about the litter children see in the local area on the walk to school.

• Why do they think there is litter?
• Are there particular hotspots and why do they think that is?
• Are there enough litter bins and recycling points? How do the children think it affects the local area? 
• What would you do if you had some litter but there was not a bin nearby?

Ask the children what they think would be the impact of various types of litter on local wildlife: drinks cans may attract 
wildlife thanks to their residue and cause them to get trapped inside; plastic six pack rings from drinks can mean 
animals, birds and marine life can get their heads stuck inside them; left over fast food remnants can encourage rats 
and urban foxes and be harmful to domestic pets. 

Development

•  In small groups, survey the local area including the perimeter of the school. Note down litter hotspots and the sort 
of litter found there. NB: ask the children not to touch or pick up the litter. If the school has litter pickers and gloves 
this could be done at a later point. 

•  Who do the children think are the worst culprits for local litter – adults (beer cans etc.), teens/children (sweet 
wrappers), shop owners (plastic bags)? 

•  Which group needs targeting most in your area? Develop a class campaign targeting this group and asking them 
not to litter. 



We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets

Pupils should be taught to: 

Geography – Geographical skills and fieldwork 

•  Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

Social studies 

•  Discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a 
more environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a 

Literacy and English

•  Convey information, describe events, explain processes or combine ideas in different ways.  
LIT 2-28a 

•  Persuade, argue, explore issues or express an opinion using relevant supporting detail and/or 
evidence. LIT 229a 

England

Curriculum links

Scotland

Plenary

Discuss what the children themselves can do to keep the local area tidier and to remind family and friends not to 
litter – even dropped tissues and sweet wrappers all add up. 

Extension activity: Litter report

•    Create posters using the photos from the walk or make a short video reporting on what the class discovered 
and encouraging the local community not to drop litter. 

•    Develop a series of 140 character ‘tweets’ that could be used by the school Twitter account or can be printed 
and placed around school. 

At home activity:  Pick up three

•  Set up a ‘pick up three’ campaign in your local area with family and friends. 
•   Encourage adults to pick up three pieces of litter when they’re out and about and throw them away – 

everything adds up. 


