




TEACHER NOTES
Aims 

To develop an awareness of the need for litter-free local communities. 

Objectives 

• To consider how litter affects the local area. 
• To develop an awareness of why it’s important not to litter and to share this message with family members. 

Timing indicator 

Core activity: 40 mins 
Extension activity: 30 mins 

Resources 

• Camera 
• Paints/pencils/pens 
• Paper 

Litter detectives 

Introduction

• Talk about the types of litter found in the local area on the walk to school.
    -  Why do you think people drop litter?
    -  Are there enough bins and recycling points?
    -  What can you do with your litter if there is no bin nearby?
•  Talk about what happens to that litter over time. Some, like paper and tissues will biodegrade but others like drink 

cans and plastic won’t. This might cause problems for local wildlife and and will make the area look untidy. Even 
dropping food like apple cores can be bad – it might biodegrade but it might also attract rats! 

Development

•  Explain that the children will be litter detectives. They won’t be picking up litter but take them on a walk around 
the school area or just around the perimeter of the school and note down any areas of litter. 

•  Take photos of litter hotspots and check whether bins (often found outside the school gate) are emptied when 
they’re full.

Plenary

• As a class, create a slogan or message to help people remember not to litter.  

•  What is the message you want to get across to friends and family? 
-   Is it to indicate where the bins are so people know where to dispose of their litter? 
-   Is it to take your litter home? 
-   Is it to recycle more? 

•  Get the children to design some posters with this slogan or message, laminate them and place around the 
school grounds.



We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets

Pupils should be taught to: 

Geography – Human and physical geography 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

•  Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and weather. 

•  Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour  
and shop. 

•  Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

Technology 

•  Throughout all my learning, I take appropriate action to ensure conservation of materials and 
resources, considering the impact of my actions on the environment. TCH 1-02a 

Social studies 

•  I can consider ways of looking after my school or community and can encourage others to care for 
their environment. SOC 1-08a 

Literacy and English 

•  I can convey information, describe events or processes, share my opinions or persuade my reader 
in different ways. LIT 1-28a / LIT 1-29a 

England

Curriculum links

Extension activity: Contact the council 

•  Explain that you are going to write a class letter to the council with a special message from your class. Perhaps ask 
them to empty the bins more often, to place a bin in a litter hotspot or to put up a ‘no flytipping’ notice. 

• Include the photos you took and the information litter hotspots .

At home activity:  Litter hotspots

•   Look at litter hotspots on the walk to school. Are there any particular areas that are prone to littering like behind a fence,  
near a bus stop where people have to wait, outside shops? Is there anything you can do about these hotspots? 

•  Encourage friends and family not to litter or ask shops to put up no littering signs. NB: ask children not to pick up litter 
themselves. It’s better that they don’t drop litter in the first place.

Scotland


