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Heard of the box jellyfish or stone fish? 
They’re some of the most lethal animals 
around and they can be found at the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

The reef attracts around two million 
visits each year – some say it’s even 
one of the seven natural wonders of the 
world.

The Great Barrier Reef is so big 
that it can be seen from space – it’s 
bigger than the whole of Italy.  

It consists of nearly 3,000 
individual reefs and 900 islands. 

The Great Barrier Reef is home to 
around 1,500 species of fish, the 
smallest is just 7mm long
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The Great Barrier Reef is the biggest coral reef system in the world and can be 
found off the coast of Queensland, Australia. The reef is a massive structure 
made from living organisms and supports a whole range of species. 
Unfortunately climate change is a major threat to its future because of changes 
in water temperature and rising sea levels. 
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WHAT I’VE LEARNT ABOUT 
THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 
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TEACHER NOTES
Aims 

To learn about the ecosystems of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 

Objectives

•To locate the Great Barrier Reef on a globe and learn about its importance. 

•To learn about corals and the role they play in the reef ecosystem. 

•To create a coral using papier mâché. 

Useful links

http://www.greatbarrierreef.org/  

http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/saving_the_natural_world/oceans_and_marine/priority_ocean_places/great_barrier_reef/

Timing indiciator

Core activity: 40 mins (plus drying time) 

Extension activity: 20 mins

Resources 

• Globe 

• Newspaper 

• Wallpaper paste

• Glitter 

Coral Crafts

Introduction

• Locate the Great Barrier Reef on the globe or map (north-east coast of Australia) and read about it using the fact file. 

• Corals may look like rocks but are actually living organisms. 

•  The corals are formed of thousands of polyps that create a hard shell on the outside like a skeleton and this is what we see.

• Corals ‘catch’ food using the tentacles.

•  Corals compete for space on the ocean floor and create colourful colonies. They are also used by scientists to learn 

more about global warming. They are even used in the research for new cures for diseases.

Development

•  Plan and create a piece of coral by using a twig infrastructure and papier mâché over the top. Tie together a few twigs 

with an interesting structure. 

•  Dip strips of newspaper into wallpaper paste and smooth these over the top of the twigs, building up the structure of 

the coral. Leave to dry between layers and use torn kitchen roll to make the final layer as this can be smoothed and 

shaped more easily.

•  Leave to dry by placing the base in a bottle or in some plasticine and then paint. You can add a layer of PVA glue for  

a sheen at the end or sprinkle with glitter.

 Plenary

•  Place the completed corals on a seascape and add in some fish or sea creatures. Perhaps combine the brightly 

coloured KS1 activity fish to create a display. 

• Add in books and information about the Great Barrier Reef for a library display.

• PVA glue 

• Kitchen roll 

• Twigs 
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England 

Pupils should be taught to: 

Art 

•  Develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation 

and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

•  Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range 

of materials. 

Geography – Geographical skills and fieldwork 

•  Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Science – Plants Y3 

•  Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers. 

•  Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) 

and how they vary from plant to plant. 

•  Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation 

and seed dispersal. 

Science Y4 

• Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 

Science Y6 
•  Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable 

characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants and animals.

Animals Y3 

•  Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition, and that they cannot 

make their own food; they get nutrition from what they eat. 

Animals Y4 
• Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey. 

Evolution and inheritance Y6 

•  Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation 

may lead to evolution.

Sciences 
•  Use knowledge of the interactions and energy flow between plants and animals in ecosystems, food chains 

and webs. Contribute to the design or conservation of a wildlife area. SCN 2-02a 

Expressive arts 

• Create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements and concepts. EXA 2-03a 
•  Inspired by a range of stimuli, express and communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings through activities 

within art and design. EXA 0-05a / EXA 1-05a/ EXA 2-05a 
•  Respond to the work of artists and designers by discussing my thoughts and feelings. Give and accept 

constructive comment on my own and others’ work. EXA 0-07a / EXA 1-07a / EXA 2-07a / EXA 3-07a 

Extension activity: What is the point of coral?

Research different types of corals and write a paragraph to explain what they are and what their function is, for example 

what fish rely on them. Add these paragraphs to the display. 

At home activity:  Colour contrasts

In nature, brightly coloured animals mean ‘don’t eat me’ but brightly coloured flowers mean ‘bees are welcome’. On 

the walk to school look for colourful creatures (ladybirds, beetles, butterflies, bumble bees) and colourful wildflowers. 

Start to note which can be seen at different times of the year.

Curriculum links 

Scotland


