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You can also find whales, dolphins and 
dugong there. 

The reef contains some of the most 
lethal animals in the sea like the box 
jellyfish. 

May's 2016 KS1/P1-4 learning resources
www.livingstreets.org.uk/learningresources

THE GREAT 
BARRIER REEF

Did you know?
The Great Barrier Reef is so big 
that astronauts can see it all the 
way from space. 

There are over 1,500 types of fish 
living in it. 

Over two million tourists visit the 
site every year.
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The Great Barrier Reef is the biggest coral reef system in the world and you 
can find it off the coast of Australia. It is a living structure and there are lots of 
different creatures which call it their home but unfortunately it faces a big threat 
from climate change. 
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TEACHER NOTES
Aims 

To learn about the ecosystems of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 

Objectives

•  To find the Great Barrier Reef on a map and find out some of the features and inhabitants of a coral reef. 
• To learn about some of the fish of the Great Barrier Reef and create them in paint.

Useful links

http://www.greatbarrierreef.org/ 
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/saving_the_natural_world/oceans_and_marine/priority_ocean_places/great_barrier_reef/ 

Timing indicator

Core activity: 40 mins 
Extension activity: 40 mins 

Resources

• Coloured pens/paint 

• Paper 

• Pictures of fish 

• Paint 

• Collage materials (coloured paper, tissue, foil) 

• Glue

What is the Great Barrier Reef?

Introduction

•  Locate the Great Barrier Reef on a globe or map (north-east coast of Australia) and explain how it’s a self-contained 
ecosystem containing living corals, fish and microorganisms. 

•  Look at pictures of the colourful fish and corals that inhabit the reef. This includes clown fish (like Nemo), angel fish, 
butterfly fish and surgeon fish.

•  Discuss colours and remind the children coloured fish usually act as a warning to predators that they’re not safe to eat.

Development

•  Ask the children to draw, paint and collage some coral reef fish. Encourage them to draw the fish as large as 
possible so they can add detail. They could paint the fish and add in foil eyes or paper scales. 

•  Once dry, cut the fish out and add to a blue background to create a display. Cut out colourful paper corals or spray 

twigs with coloured paint and stick into plasticine or blue tack to create a three-dimensional display.

Plenary

• Talk about why it’s important to protect species of the Great Barrier Reef even though it’s far away. 

•  The reef is home to many species on the verge of extinction and is one of the most diverse ecosystems in the world. 

This allows scientists to study how the different species interact, and even to help in the discovery of new cures for 
illnesses.
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•  Explain a simple food chain – plankton is eaten by shrimps which are in turn eaten by larger fish and the larger fish are 

eaten by sharks and barracudas. 

Extension activity: Display your work

Create a contrasting display of local colourful wildlife and brightly coloured corals, fish and sea creatures from Great 

Britain. Discuss the similarities and differences. 

At home activity: Colour contrasts

In nature, brightly coloured animals mean ‘don’t eat me’ but brightly coloured flowers mean ‘bees are welcome’. On the 

walk to school look for colourful creatures (ladybirds, beetles, butterflies, bumble bees) and colourful wildflowers.

England Pupils should be taught to: 

Art: 

• Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products. 

•  Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination.

•  Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form  

and space. 

Geography – Geographical skills and fieldwork 

•  Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 

Science – Animals – Y1 

•  Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 

•  Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

•  Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals, including pets). 

Animals Y2 

•  Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air). 

Seasonal changes – Y2 

•  Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats 

provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they  

depend on each other. 

•  Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats.

•  Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, 

and identify and name different sources of food.

Sciences 

•  Explore examples of food chains and show an appreciation of how animals and plants depend  

on each other for food. SCN 1-02a 
•  By investigating the lifecycles of plants and animals, recognise the different stages of their development. 

SCN 2-14a 

Expressive arts  

•  Choose and explore a range of media and technologies to create images and objects,  

discovering their effects and suitability for specific tasks. EXA 1-02a 

•  Create and present work using the visual elements of line, shape, form, colour, tone, pattern and texture. EXA 
1-03a 

Social studies 

•  Explore climate zones around the world, compare and describe how climate affects living things. SOC 1-12b 

Curriculum links  


