
Fruit is toucans main source of food 
and their large beak helps them 
pick and peel it.   

Insects, frogs and reptiles make up 
the rest of their diet, along with the 
occasional snacks on other birds’ 
eggs. This means toucans are 
omnivores.    
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Research has shown that toucans can 
keep cool by changing the blood flow to 
their bill as there’s no insulation. 
Elephants have a similar technique with 
flapping their massive ears. 

Toucans tend to glide short distances and 
hop amongst the trees rather than flying. 

Toucans can live for up to 20 years.

Toucans are a type of brightly coloured bird found in Southern Mexico, 
Central America, the Caribbean and South America. The most well-known 
toucan is the toco toucan, it has a black body, white throat and big orange bill. 
The toucan’s bill is one of its most recognisable features and often measures 
around 19cm.  
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WHAT I’VE LEARNT ABOUT TOUCANS
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TEACHER NOTES

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Aims 

To learn about toucans and their habitat. 

Objectives 

To learn about toucans, where they live, what they eat and why their bill is so large. 
To create batik toucans with brightly coloured bills.

Useful links

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/toucan/  

Timing indicator 

Core activity: 40 mins (plus extra for drying and ironing) 
Extension activity: 20 mins 

Resources 

Plain wax candles/candle stubs 
Inks or watered down paint 
Squares of old white sheeting 
If your school has batik equipment such as cantings and hot wax, you could use these 
Newspaper 
Iron

Create batik toucans 

Look at some photographs of toucans and identify the areas of the world they live – Central America, 
Mexico, South America and the Caribbean. They have adapted to their surroundings. They have small 
wings as they don’t need to fly very far in the forest and their large bills enable them to easily reach 
fruit. The bills are very light and can often be more than half the bird’s length. Observe the colour of 
the body, throat and bill. 

Development
Explain that the children will create a batik toucan. Batik is the technique of wax resist where 
outlines are drawn in clear wax on fabric and colour is applied to create pictures. The wax is then 
removed and leaves a clear line. 
Give each child a square of white sheeting and ask them lightly sketch the outline of a toucan in 
pencil. Encourage them to pay attention to the large bill. Once happy with their outline, draw over it 
with plain candle wax. Make sure the wax strokes are heavy and thick – they might have to go over 
the lines several times. 
Hold the sheet up to the light to check that the lines are unbroken otherwise the ink will spread. If 
you are using cantings and hot wax, ensure the usual safety practices are in place. 
Children can then gently paint in the toucan shape with inks or watered down paint.  



We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets

•
•

•
•
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They can observe how the ink spreads and how the wax resists it and add green, yellow and brown 
background to fill the square and leave to dry. 
Once dry, scrunch tightly to crack the wax and then iron between sheets of newspaper to remove 
the wax (best done by an adult). 

Plenary
Share the toucan pictures and perhaps place in a card frame or machine-sew together to create 
jungle scene. Add applique felt leaves. Cut leaves from felt and with a contrasting thread, use 
running stitch to create veins. Stick or sew onto the jungle scene.

•
•

Extension activity: Craft a hideaway

Ask the children to produce a description for their piece of art. This could include what they found 
out about toucans, what was their favourite fact and how they produced their picture 

At home activity:  What can you spot?

We don’t have toucans in the wild in this country but we do have a lot of other birds. On the walk to 
school, look and listen for birds. How many can you spot? Try to identify the birds and observe how 
they use their beaks .

Curriculum links  

England

Scotland

Pupils should be taught to: 

Art
To develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft 
and design 
To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 
and sculpture with a range of materials 

Geography – Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 

Science – Y4 
Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers 
to living things 

Animals – Y3 
Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition, 
and that they cannot make their own food; they get nutrition from what they eat. 

Evolution and inheritance – Y6 
Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different 
ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Sciences
I can use my knowledge of the interactions and energy flow between plants and 
animals in ecosystems, food chains and webs. I have contributed to the design or 
conservation of a wildlife area. SCN 2-02a 

Expressive arts 
I can create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements 
and concepts. EXA 2-03a 
Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through activities within art and design. EXA 0-05a / EXA 1-05a/ EXA 2-05a 
I can respond to the work of artists and designers by discussing my thoughts and 
feelings. I can give and accept constructive comment on my own and others’ work. 
EXA 0-07a / EXA 1-07a / EXA 2-07a / EXA 3-07a
 


