
Their large bill is around 19cm and 
they use it to grab and peel fruit.  

Young toucans aren’t born with a 
large bill, instead it grows over time.  

Hidden in their bill is a tongue of the 
same length – this helps them catch 
more snacks, like frogs and insects. 
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Unfortunately toucans aren’t very 
good flyers, instead they tend to 
hop through trees. 

When they’re tired, they tuck their 
bill under their wing – this helps 
them keep warm.   
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Toucans are brightly coloured birds that live in tropical forests. You might 
recognise pictures of the toco toucan which is the most common kind of 
toucan, it has a black body, white throat and big orange bill. 
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TEACHER NOTES

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Aims 
To learn about toucans and their habitat. 

Objectives 
To find out about toucans, where they live and why they have such a large bill. 
To mix two colours to form a third colour or graduations of colour. 

Useful links

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/toucan/       http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1842700367  

Timing indicator 

Core activity: 40 mins 
Extension activity: 40 mins 

Resources
Two Can Toucan 
Paint 
Brushes 
Paper 
Toucan outline 
  Two Can Toucan
If you have it, read the book ‘Two Can Toucan’ and discuss the story about how toucan came to have such a 
brightly coloured bill to introduce this lesson. Remind the children that it’s a story and toucans actually live in 
places like Central America and the Caribbean. 
Look at the areas on a globe or map. Look at a photograph of a toucan and explain that there are different 
breeds and they have different coloured bills. The bill is big so the toucan can easily reach for fruit without 
moving too much. Imagine being able to reach for snacks without having to get up! 

Development
Using the toucan outline, explain that the children can have a go at colour mixing and creating a beautiful bill for 
their toucan. 

Get the children to start by painting a stripe of red on the top of the bill. With a clean brush, add a strip of yellow 
on the bottom and bring the colour up to meet the red. What happens when the two colours meet? You should 
end up with an orange stripe. You could also add blobs of colour over the bill and gently swirl them together. 

They can try various combinations such as yellow + blue = green; red + blue = purple; red + white = pink. 
Then paint the rest of the toucan in black with a white or yellow throat and leave to dry. Add leaves cut from 
green paper once dry.

Plenary
Share the toucan pictures and give names to the new breeds the children have created.

•

Extension activity: Toucan tales
Ask children to come up with some stories like Two Can Toucan about how the toucan might have got a green, 
purple or pink bill. Write as a class or individual story or draw a storyboard.

At home activity:  Listen to the birds
We don’t have toucans in the wild in this country but we do have a lot of other birds. On the walk to school, the 
children can look and listen for birds. How many they you spot? Do they recognise which bird call is which? 

•

•

•



We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets

•
•

Curriculum links

England Pupils should be taught to:  
English – Writing composition – Y1 
Write sentences by: 
- Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
- Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
- Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 
- Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 
- Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.

Writing composition – Y2 
Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 
- Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 
- Writing for different purposes. 

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 
- Planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- Writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
- Encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence .

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
- Evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 
-  Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and 

consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-    Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation (for example, ends of sentences punctuated 

correctly). 
Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Geography – Human and physical geography 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage.

Art 
To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

Science – Animals – Y1 
Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 
Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 
Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, 
including pets) 

Y2 
Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air) 

Seasonal changes – Y2 
Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for 
the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other 
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats 
Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food 

Sciences 
By investigating the lifecycles of plants and animals, I can recognise the different stages of their development.SCN 2-14a 

Expressive arts 
I can create and present work using the visual elements of line, shape, form, colour, tone, pattern and texture. EXA 1-03a 
I can create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements and concepts. EXA 2-03a 
Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through activities 
within art and design. EXA 0-05a / EXA 1-05a / EXA 2-05a 

Literacy and English 
I can convey information, describe events or processes, share my opinions or persuade my reader in different ways. 
LIT 1-28a / LIT 1-29a

•
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