
The Amazon Rainforest is the biggest tropical rainforest in the world and it can be 
found in South America. More than half of the rainforest is located in Brazil, but 
you can also find it in places like Peru, Colombia, Bolivia and Ecuador. 

The Amazon Rainforest is so big 
that you could fit the UK and 
Ireland in 17 times. 

There are lots of indigenous tribes 
living in the rainforest – some 
have never left it. 

You could find 2.5 million species 
of insect living in the rainforest. 
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The rainforest is home to 
dangerous animals, like jaguar 
and anaconda.   

Living in the rainforest is 20% 
if the world’s bird species.  
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WHAT I’VE LEARNT ABOUT 
THE AMAZON RAINFOREST:
 

WHAT ARE THE SOUNDS OF THE RAINFOREST?

WHAT SOUNDS DO YOU HEAR ON THE 
WALK TO SCHOOL?

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking.
walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk
www.livingstreets.org.uk

Living Streets (The Pedestrians Association) is a Registered Charity No.1
108448 (England and Wales) and SC039808 (Scotland).
Company Limited by Guarantee (England & Wales), Company Registration No. 5368409.
Registered office: 4th Floor, Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London E1 7SA.
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TEACHER NOTES

•
•

•

•
•
•

•

Aims 

To learn about the different elements of the rainforest and find out more about the eco-system. 

Objectives 

To find out about the ecosystem of a rainforest and understand the role the plants and animals play.
To create a zigzag book showing rainforest life.   

•
•

Useful links

www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids 
www.worldwildlife.org/places/amazon 
www.fsc-uk.org/ 

Time indicator

Core activity: 45 mins 
Extension activity: 20 mins      
Resources

Long strips of paper folded into concertina shapes 
Pens/crayons/paints 
     Rainforest fact file 

Introduction
Talk about what the children know about rainforests and show them on a map where the Amazon 
Rainforest is. Explain that, as the name suggests, there is a lot of rain in the rainforest. 
The plants and animals have adapted to this environment.
The trees grow extremely tall with broad leaves to catch the sun and these leaves form a canopy. 
Animals like monkeys and sloths have adapted to live in the trees and the forest floor is dark and 
thick with leaf litter. 
Ants, spiders and frogs have adapted to the forest and lots of frogs enjoy the damp rainforest.

Development

Ask groups of children to research some more information about rainforests and to select some 
animals, birds and plants to feature. 
Give each child a concertina book (you can find examples of this online) and explain that they are going 
to draw a rainforest. Open up the concertina vertically and start with the first section. Ask the children to 
draw what they might find just beneath the forest floor. This could include roots and burrows. 

•

•



We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets

Plenary

Ask some of the children to show their concertina books and explain what they’ve drawn in each section.
Can they tell the rest of the class about the species they’ve chosen and how that animals or plants 
has adapted to its environment? 

Extension activity: Support the rainforest 

Much of the world’s remaining rainforests are being cut down for wood and paper products. Ask for 
ideas about how we could help prevent this by not using rainforest products ourselves. For example 
we could try and reuse recycled paper and not waste paper; check that new furniture is from 
sustainable sources and recycle old furniture. 

At home activity: Give your home a recycling check up  

Check that your family is using the council recycling facilities as much as possible. 
How else could we reuse, recycle or reduce waste? We could make sure old items are given to 
charity or recycled or use free recycling websites to give away and swap items we no longer want. 

Sciences 
I can use my knowledge of the interactions and energy flow between 
plants and animals in ecosystems, food chains and webs. I have 
contributed to the design or conservation of a wildlife area. SCN 2-02a 

Technology 
Throughout all my learning, I take appropriate action to ensure 
conservation of materials and resources, considering the impact of my 
actions on the environment. TCH 1-02a 

Social studies 
I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest 
ways in which we can live in a more environmentally-responsible way. 
SOC 2-08a 

 

In the second section they can draw the forest floor with leaf litter and small animals and plants. In the 
next they could draw the trunk of a tall tree starting and the animals and plants found near the base. 
They can then continue the tree onto the other sections until they reach the end section where the 
leaves emerge into the sky or carry on to include the sky and birds. 
The aim is to create a folded book of the bottom of the forest floor to the top with all the wildlife and 
plants in between.

•

•

Curriculum links  

England

Scotland

Pupils should be taught to: 

Geography: Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use maps, atlas, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied. 

Science: Evolution and inheritance – Y6 
Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in 
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 


