
October's learning resources
www.livingstreets.org.uk/learningresources

There’s a diverse range of wildlife in Britain – from inner cities through to the 
rolling countryside – you can find all sorts of creatures making this country 
their home. Otters, foxes, badgers, moles, shrews, hedgehogs and rabbits 
are just some of the animals that, if you’re lucky, you might spot. 

A male fox is called a dog and 
a female fox is called a vixen   

Young rabbits are known as kits 
or kittens 

A group of pheasants is called 
a bouquet  
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An adult hedgehog has around 
7,000 spines 

Britain has over 600 species of 
spider, some like the false widow 
are poisonous too 
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WHAT I’VE LEARNT ABOUT 
BRITISH NATURE:

MY ANIMAL FACTFILE



Aims 
To learn about British animals and find out more about their needs 

Objectives 
To learn about habitat, food and habits of some local British animals 
To consider how to make sure local wildlife is cared for 

Useful links 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/ 

Time indicator 
Core activity: 50 mins 
Extension activity: 15 mins 

Resources 
Coloured pens and paper 
Binoculars 
Books/fact files on selected wildlife 
Bird feeder 
Bird food 

Adopt a British animal 

Talk about local British wildlife children have seen either on their walk to school or at 
another time 

Make a list and include British animals that children know about but perhaps haven’t  
seen. Why might that be? Some animals are shy, rare or nocturnal or live in another part  
of the country. 

Pick some animals that might interest the children. These could include otter, fox, badger, 
bat, mole, shrew, rabbit, etc. You might want to include visitors who have made the country 
their home such as grey squirrels and rose-ringed parakeets 

Ask pairs of children or groups to pick one animal and make a fact file on it. They must 
include information about what they eat, what their habits are and where they live 
Can they find any information about numbers in the wild and which parts of the country 
they inhabit? 
If they have time, they can add drawings of their chosen animal 

TEACHER NOTES
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Plenary: 

Ask the children what human environmental factors might affect their chosen animals 
What could we do to support and promote a healthy environment for these animals? 
Consider things like litter which is often harmful to animals 
How could we ensure that the local area is safe and litter-free for wildlife? 

Extension activity: Wildlife display 
Have a classroom or library wildlife display 
Put out binoculars, books and the fact files to encourage children to spot and respect 
the wildlife including insects and birds 
Put out a bird feeder and fresh bird food to encourage wild birds into the school grounds 
where safe to do so 

At home activity: Poster power 

Hold a competition to design a pick up litter poster for fellow schoolchildren that explains 
how litter can affect local wildlife 

Invite a VIP to help judge the posters. Perhaps a local councillor could help with this 

Curriculum links 

England  
Pupils should be taught to: 

English – Upper KS2 
Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by 
identifying the audience for and  purpose of 
the writing, selecting the appropriate form and 
using other similar writing as models for their 
own noting and developing initial ideas, draw-
ing on reading and research where necessary 

Geography: Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies 

Science: Animals – Y3 
Identify that animals, including humans, need 
the right types and amount of nutrition, and that 
they cannot make their own food; they get 
nutrition from what they eat

  
Scotland 
Pupils should be taught to: 

Sciences 
I can use my knowledge of the 
interactions and energy flow 
between plants and animals in 
ecosystems, food chains and 
webs. I have contributed to the 
design or conservation of a wildlife 
area. SCN 2-02a 

Literacy and English 
I can convey information, describe 
events, explain processes or 
combine ideas in different ways. 
LIT 2-28a 

I can persuade, argue, explore 
issues or express an opinion using 
relevant supporting detail and/or 
evidence. LIT 2-29a  
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We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets


