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There’s a whole variety of plants and animals that you can find across Britain. 
Whether you’re in the countryside or in a busy city, there are lots of signs of 
wildlife to look out for. Otters, foxes, badgers, moles, shrews and rabbits are 
just some of the animals that, if you’re lucky, you might spot. Have you seen 
any of them yet? 

Foxes can be found anywhere in 
Britain – in cities, towns and the 
countryside  

A male rabbit is called a buck and 
a female rabbit is called a doe

Baby hedgehogs are known 
as hoglets  
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Weasels were once believed to 
be magical 

The smallest mammal in Britain 
is the Pygmy Shrew – it’s the 
size of a man’s thumb! 



We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking.
walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk  livingstreets.org.uk 
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WHAT I’VE LEARNT ABOUT 
BRITISH NATURE:

AUTUMN CHECKLIST

ON THE WALK TO SCHOOL WITH FAMILY
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Aims 
To identify and describe seasonal changes on the walk to school. 

Objectives 
To identify some signs of autumn on the walk to school  
To start to learn the names for some local wildlife, trees and cloud formations 

Useful links 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/ 
www.metoffice.gov.uk/learning/clouds/cloud-spotting-guide

Time indicator 
Core activity: 30 mins 
Extension activity: 30 mins 

Resources 
Poster paper 

Walk to School nature hunt 

Talk about the seasons and how these change in the UK. Can the children identify the four 
seasons and the signs that seasons are changing? The three autumn months are 
September, October and November so there should be plenty of signs of autumn on the 
walk to school.

Write some headings on the board: weather, trees and flowers, animals, people. 
Go through each heading and ask the children to come up with some signs of autumn  
for each. 

This could include types of weather including rain, clouds, wind, autumn sunshine.
Remind the children that deciduous trees shed their leaves in autumn and evergreens keep 
their leaves, you can show them some pictures of these from the internet 

Ask the children to identify examples of each on the walk to school 
Are there any flowers around? Some trees will have fruit now including hawthorn,  
beech, oak, horse and sweet chestnut 
Can the children identify any of these species near school? 
Remind children about not eating any unknown berries/fruit and washing hands after  
handling acorns and other fruits 
 

TEACHER NOTES
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Talk about how we can adapt our clothing to suit the weather and play a dressing up game 
Place some outerwear items on the floor and ask the children to sit in a circle 
Number the children one to four. Call a number and a season e.g. three/ winter and all the 
threes must pick up and put on an item we might wear in winter. Encourage everyone to 
have a go 

Plenary:  

Using the above discussion, make a list of things to look out for on the walk to school in 
your area and ask children to try and tick off as many as they can on their walk to school 
this month 
Why not schedule a weekly ten minute catch up throughout the month to see what they’ve 
spotted? 

Extension activity: Classroom collage 

Take the children on a short walk around school to make some  
observations about autumn changes 
Make a collection of autumnal items for a classroom display - encourage the children to 
only collect fallen leaves and not to pull leaves off the trees 

At home activity: Check it off 

Ask families to be involved with spotting signs of autumn. Can families tick off every single 
item on their autumn checklist? 

Curriculum links 

England  
Pupils should be taught to: 
Geography: Human and physical geography 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of 
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features, including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
key human features, including city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour 
and shop 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 

Science: Seasonal changes – Y1 
Observe changes across the four seasons 
Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies 

Seasonal changes – Y2 
Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how 
different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and 
how they depend on each other 
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats 

Scotland  
Sciences 
I can explore examples of food chains and show an appreciation of how animals and 
plants depend on each other for food. SCN 1-02a 
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We love hearing all about how schoolchildren are using our resources. You can send us pictures  
and comments to walktoschool@livingstreets.org.uk as well as tweeting us @livingstreets
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