


What you can do

Lobby your MP to ensure that the
Government prioritizes the intro-
duction of the necessary legislation. 

If your street environment contains
barriers to the ease of movement of
any street user - particularly the

more vulnerable members of society -
complain to your local authority high-
ways department. Ask them to commis-
sion a Community Street Audit from
Living Streets to assess the pedestrian
environment from the end-users perspec-
tive. This can pinpoint and illustrate the
barriers that prevent accessibility for all
users.

Find out if local people - individu-
als or groups - are interested in
working with you to improve the

accessibility of the street environment in
your neighbourhood. 

Become a member of Living Streets
and contact your local Living
Streets branch or local Contact. If

there is no branch or local Contact near-
by, why not consider becoming active on
behalf of Living Streets yourself

Make contact with organizations
representing vulnerable users of the
street environment, such as disabled

and/or elderly people, and ask for their
support in your efforts to achieve a more
accessible street environment.

Fact Stats

1. Research from the RNIB has found
that many blind and partially sighted
people cannot make use of recent
improvements in the accessibility of
public transport vehicles because they
face dangerous obstacles in walking
(Travellers Tales, RNIB Research 2002)

2. “(Walking) Conditions are poor for all
of us, but for the vulnerable, for the
young, for the disabled and for the elder-
ly they can be all but impossible.”
(Transport Select Committee, 2001)

3.  Research by Living Streets into the
experiences of older and disabled people
in London has found that nearly four out
of ten respondents named obstructions
on the pavement as a serious problem
(Liveable London, Living Streets, 2002).

4.  Obstructions are a major problem for
blind and visually impaired people.  A
Royal National Institute for the Blind
(RNIB) survey found that between 65
and 70% of blind or visually impaired
people feared collisions resulting from
pavement cycling, pavement parking or
obstructions. (Within Reason, RNIB
Research, 1998)

5.  In a survey of ten UK towns, 15% of
residents complained of pavement
obstructions. (Accessibility, Walking and
Planned Trips, Environment, Transport
and Planning, 1998)

For further information

Contact Living Streets information and advice hotline (020 7820 1010) 
Website: www.livingstreets.org.uk
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Cycling and scootering on the pavement are other dangerous hazards that discourage people from walking - especially frail people


